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FIRST PART, being 


LETTERS 


AND 


QUERIES, 


T ogether with QUoTATIONS from the 
HOLY SCRIP TURES, 


INTENDED 


To demonſtrate the Neceſſity and Uti- 
lity of allowing Liberiy of Conſcience 
among ourſelves, re ſpecting Money 


Lawfully aſſeſſed and Lawfully de- 
manded. 


LONDON: 
Printed M. DCC, LXIX. 


LETTERS 


A NPD 


LON U ERIE S 


Together with Quotations from 
the HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


ESTEEMED FRIEND, 


ERMIT me, without Offence, to ſtate a 
known Caſe, and the ſubſequent Queries 
being (however taken) intended to promote 
Honour and Sincerity, an effential Fart of true 
Religion and Virtue. 


7. C. thinks it his Duty to pay all ſuch Aſ- 
ſeſſinents on his Eſtate, as the Government 
do conſtitutionally lay on for ſuch Purpoſes, 
as they think for the Public Good, leaving the 
Application to them; and is alſo firmly of 
Opinion, that as he is not one of the Admi- 
niſtration he cannot juſtly be deemed account- 
able in Conſcience for either the Application 
or Miſapplication Werra, by either the KOs 

the 


ts) 


the Miniſtry, or any under their Appoint- 


ment, or by the Laws of the Land: He there- 
fore, and for other good Reaſons, is Clearly of 
Opinion that his Conduct in ſuch pecuniar 

Matters, is entirely conſiſtent with the Will of 
the Supreme, in whoſe Sight he ſtands juſtified, 


QUERY: 


= > Can the Diſcipline of the Society, ex- 
erted againſt ſuch a conſcientious Diſſenter, be 
acceptable 1 in the Sight of Heaven? 


2d. Has not the Diſcipline againſt Perſons 


of fimilar Sentiments, but leſs firm, a Ten- 


dency to produce Imitation and Diſſimulation 


bordering on Hypocriſy, ever odious in the 


Sight of Gop, and all good Men? 


zd. Should not therefore the Society be 
very cautious in all Recommendations o Ad- 


vice, to annex Sincerity as the Condition of 
Conformity ? 


KEAS ONS: 
ſt The Prophecies of Jaiah I 4. . 9. 


and Ixv. 28. and of Mic. iv. 3. he with great 


Sincerity judges will not be brought * 
meerly by Non: re ſſtance, but rather by the 
Prevalence of Love and an inaffenſive Diſpęfi- 
tion; which latter mY, and he believes with 

under 
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under Providence, effect it: But the former 


cannot, in the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 


without the latter, 


2d. Reſiſting by Force * Arms, and fi ght= 


ing under the Ban of Government, atho 
Death and Deſtruction was the Conſequence, 


was allowed under the legal Diſpenſation, as 
appears by a Multitude of Scripture Records: 
but under the ſame Diſpenſation, and through 


the whole, one of the Ten Commands was, 
© Thou ſhalt not kill.” Which Caſes duly con- 


fidered, plainly demonſtrates that Command 
ment (altho not ſo expreſſed) muſt be meant 


applicable to private Life only, as diſtin- 


guiſhed from Government Caſes, or r fighting 
for Kings, Sc. 


2d. Have not we the ſame Right to make 


a ſimilar Diſtinction, reſpecting the Records 


of the New- Teſtament, in the preſent Diſpen- 


ſation, by applying the Doctrine of Non-re- 


ſiſtance to private Life only, and that in a 
lax Senſe only, as the Effect of Love and a 
peaceable Diſpofition, and as far only as con- 
ſiſtent with other relative Duties; ſuch as the 
Preſervation of thoſe whom Providence has 


placed under the Protection of Parents, &c. 


4th. T imes and Seaſons are in the Hand 
of the Almighty : And at hg Time the Deno- 
mination 


1 

mination of Quaker firſt obtained, there was 
a Civil War raging between the King and Par- 
liament; and from thence the Occaſion con- 
ſidered, it was difficult for an honeſt, religious, 
ſenſible Man to determine to whom it was his 
Duty to pay Tribute or Taxes needful to each 
Party for Support: If from thence, and conſi- 
dering the peaceable Prophecies recorded iri 
the Old-Teſtament, and alſo the pacifick 
Doctrine of the New, (not diſtinguiſhing the 
latter as relative to private Life only, but ap- 
plying to thoſe Times) ſhould think it their 
Duty to refuſe pecuniaty Support to both 
Parties; does it follow from thence, that any 
of us at this Time, in Circumſtances quite diffe- 
rent, ſhould imitate them, not being required 
either by the Law of GoD or our Conſciences 
ſo to do? N 


sth. If any ſhould query, how it can confiſt 
with divine Wiſdom to allow of Military De- 


fence under the Ban of Government, and the -. 


contrary in private Life; I anſwer, if any 
King or Prince make War on the Subjects of 
another Prince, that other whoſe Subjects the 
Injured are, finds it a Duty to protect them, 
and hath not the Means without Military Des 
fence, therefore is it of Neceſſity; but it is 
otherwiſe in private Life, becauſe the injured 
Subject hath the Laws of the Country to recur 
to for Protection, which in general are fuffi- 
- | cient 


Fe 

tient for Mediation or Puniſhment ; ſo is Miß 
dom juſtified in the Allowance in Queſtion in 
one Caſe, and Diſſallowance in the other. 
But when that glorious Time ſhall come, when 
the Spirit of Offence ſhall wholly ceaſe and be 
eradicated from the Creation ; then Defence 
vill become needleſs, and the People may 
with Propriety beat their Swords into Plow- 
ſhares, c. Nation ſhall not then lift up Sword 
againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War 
any more; then may the Lion lie down with 
the Lamb, and there ſhall be no Hurter nor 
Deſtroyer in all Gop's holy Mountain: Which 
happy Time may the Omnipotent Being in 
his infinite Mercy accelerate, is the hearty 
Deſire and fervent Prayer ff 
| . 
6th. Tis readily admitted that many Chri/- 
 tians very conſcientiouſly find a Perſuaſion of 
Mind, that it is not lawful for them to fight 
even under the Ban of Government, and to all 
ſuch *tis readily acknowledged to be very un- 
lawful; nevertheleſs as Princes cannot protect 
their Subjects without the Means of ſo doing, 
and Multitudes of their Subjects think it lawful 
for them to be active in Military Defence, 
When required by their Sovereign, and as that 
cannot be effected by Government without the 
Expence neceſſarily attending, even ſuch Chri/- 
tians who cannot * themſelves, may with- 
| out 


1 10 J 


out Breach of am Law, human or divine (Mi- 
nutes of our Yearly-Meeting excepted) pay 
Tribute or Taxes towards ſupporting the 
Meaſures of Government, provided the Law of 
their Conſcience do not diſſuade, as it cannot 
| | be rationally granted that the Minutes or Ad- 
Vvices of any Society (ſimply conſidered as ſuch) 
li ought to have the Authority of ſuperſeding 
the Laws of the Land, or Duty to the King 
and his Government, in Matters not contrary 
to the Laws of Gop or of the Conſcience. 


_ =P th. In thoſe Articles of our Syſtem, wherein 
1 the Laws of the Land and the Minutes of the 
6 Yearly-Meeting do eſſentially differ, and can- 1 
not be reconciled, and wherein the holy'Scrip- ' 
tures afford no poſitive Precepts, it is the ſure 
indefeaſible Right of every Member of the 4 
Society, to conſider religiouſly, and determine i 
for himſelf, whether of the two is moſt con- ; 
ſiſtent with his Duty, to regulate his Con- ; 
duct by the one, or by the other, and being j 
ſincere therein, deſerves not any Cenſure for 
io doing. 


Sth. So ſhould the Diſcipline of the Society 
be very much confined to the Correction of 
Immorality, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Hypo- 
crify, and Detraction; but in Matters of 
Faith, or conſcientious Diſſcht, it will be 
found that Charity and benevolent Allowance 

= 18 
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TO 


is more conſiſtent with the Spirit of the Goſpel, 


and more effectual in the Promotion of true 
Religion, Virtue and Sincerity, ever accept- 


: able in the Sight of Gop. 


Theſe are my Sentiments, 


TrnoMas CROwLEV. 


E 
U E R F. 


Ifthe two Vearly- Meeting Queries, relative to 


Monies Lawfully demanded, and the Conſe- 


uences thereof, were to be intirely left out, 
and in lieu thereof, if an Exhortation was in- 
ſerted in the written Epiſtle, ſtiring up Friends 
in every Quarterly and Monthly-Meeting, to 
immediately tranſmit to the Meeting for Suf- 


ferings a faithful Account of every Suffering 
for Conſcience-ſake (above the lawful Demand 


only) in order that ſuitable Relief, Advice and 


Aſſiſtance might be expeditiouſly conveyed to 


the Sufferer; would it not be a happy Means 


of promoting e and preventing the 
contrary; and alſo of giving Relief to many 


truly conſcientious Diſſenters in the Society, 


who have long mourned in ſecret, under the 


Diſadvantages which the preſent Form of Diſ- 


cipline does conſequentially involve them in ? 
I am very reſpectfully, a 
Thy well-wiſhing ſincere Friend, 


Tromas CROWLEY. 


QUERY, 
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Recommended to each Individual of the So. 
ciety, to be reſolved in his own Conſcience, 


iſt. Is it conſiſtent with true Religion, or di- 
vine Reaſon, to exert the Diſcipline of the So- 
ciety againſt either the wiſe Man, or the weak 


Man, becauſe they do not think alike in Judg- 


ment? And if fo, to which of them ſhould it 
be applied ; or how are they to be reconciled 
to one Standard of Faith or Opinion in all 
Things? 5 


2d. Did not CHRIS preſcribe to his Diſci- 
ples, as a Touchſtone or Mark of being truly 
his, that of their loving one another? which 
implies an Union of Heart and mutual Good- 
will; but not that their ſeveral Gifts and Un- 


derſtandings muſt be all of one and the ſame 


Sort and Size, without which it ſeems impoſſi- 
ble for all to think alike in all Things; which 


latter does not appear to have been required by 


his Divine Authority, 


3d. Is not Sincerity an eſſential Part of true 


Religion and Virtue? And if fo, how can 


Perſons of different Gifts and Qualifications, 
and differing in Degrees of Underitanding, 
all honeſtly ſubſcribe to any one Standard of 
Faith in all Things ; and muſt not a Pretence 

3 5 thereof 


1 14 ] 
thereof be of Neceſſity attended with Imitation, 
Diffimulation and Hypocriſy, ever odious in 
the Sight of Gop and all good Men ? 


4th. Has not the Text been very much 
miſunderſtood, which recommends to be of one 
Mind, by fuppoſing one Opinion or Sentiment 
being meant thereby? Whereas it is evident to 
divine Reaſon, and perfectly correſponding 
with the Scriptures in general, and particu- 
larly to our Saviour's and the Apoſtle Paul's 
Doctrine, that the true Meaning of that impor- 
tant Advice was, and is, one Diſpoſition of Mind, 
in fearing Gop, and loving one another; and 
not in perſecuting one another through Diſci- 
pline, on account of the conſcientious Diſſent 
of any fincere Brethren; which has been too 
often the Caſe, but Heaven avert the cruel. 
Practice in future! . 


5th. Is it not therefore very evident that a 
Liberty of Conſcience ſhould be freely allowed 
among ourſelves, without Breach of Unity, fo 
far as relates to Money legally aſſeſſed and le- 
gally demanded ? And will not this (after a 
very different Probation for more than 100 
Years moſtly in vain) be found the only wiſe 
Method to clear the Society of theſe Impol- 
tors, the bungling, infincere and pretended Tel- 
timony-Bearers, who under a Variety of de- 
crepid Shapes, have concurred to bring a Diſ- 
grace and Odium upon a Society proveing 

Godlinels 


9 
7 

4 
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21S 7 
Godlineſs and Conſcience, but are indeed 
ſhallow Imitators and Hypocrites ? May Hea- 
ven reform them! ſo that they may ſee it their 


Duty to be ſincere, and in conſequence either 


ſuffer honeſtly and chearfully, or pay honeftly 
and openly : Therefore I would recommend 


both Miniſters and Elders, not only to very 


much recommend the Incenſe of Sincerity, 


which will ever be acceptable at the Throne 


of Grace; but alſo to be very cautious of a- 


ing any into Diſſimulation or Hypocriſy, ei- 
ther by unconditional Advices, or Diſcipline 


miſapplied. 8 _ 
. THOMAS CROWLEY, 
N. B. (a) The Wiſdom that is from 


above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
eaſy to be intreated, full of Mercy and good 


Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hy- 
pocriſy.“ 5 


« () Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of Gop, 
the Powers that be are ordained of Gop : 


Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, re- 


ſiſteth the Ordinance of Gop ; and they that 
reſiſt ſhall receive to themielves Damnation; 
for Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power? Do that which is good, and 


Pr 9 


— 


(a) James iii. 17. () Rom. xii. 1 to 8. 
| thou 


1 
thou ſhalt have Praiſe of the ſame; for he is 
the Miniſter of Gop to thee for Good: But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he 
beareth not the Sword in vain ; for he is the 
Miniſter of Gop, aRevenger to execute Wrath 
upon him that doeth Evil: Wherefore ye 
muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience-ſake ; for this Cauſe 
pay you Tribute alſo, for they are Gop's Mi- 
niſters attending continually upon this very 
Thing. Render therefore to all their Dues, 
Tribute to whom Tribute is due. Cuſtom to 
whom Cuſtom. Fear to whom Fear. Ho- 
nour to whom Honour.” 


(a) Submit yourſelves to every Ordi- 
nance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether 
it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Gover- 
nors as unto them that are ſent by him, for 
the Puniſhment of evil Doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well; for ſo is the 
Will or Gop, that with Well-doing ye may 
put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 
As free, and not uſing your Liberty for a 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Servants 
of Gov. Honour all Men. Love the Bro- 
therhood. Fear Gop. Honour the King.“ 
„5 Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
Principalit.es and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, 


— 


(a) Peter ii. 13 to 18. (5) Titus iii. 1, 2. 
| to. 


„ © 
to be ready to every good Work, to ſpeak 
evil of no Man, to be no Brawlers, but gentle, 
ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all Men.“ 


* (a) And when they where come to Caper- 
naum, they that received Tribute came to Peter 
and faid, Doth not your Maſter pay Tribute? 
Fe ſaith, Yea. And when he was come into 
the Houſe IEsus prevented him, faying, What 
thinkeft thou Simon, of whom do the Kings 
of the Earth take Cuſtom or Tribute, of their 
own Children or of Strangers? Peter faith 
unto him, Of Strangers. Ixsus faith unto him, 
then are the Children free; notwithſtanding 
| Teſt we ſhould offend them, go thou to the Sea, 

and caft an Hook, and take up the Fiſh that 
firſt cometh up; and when thou haſt opened 
his Mouth, thou ſhall find a Piece of Mo- 
32 that take and give unto them for me and 
thee.” „ | | 


„ (6) Tell us therefore what thinkeſt thou; 
is it lawful to give Tribute to Cæſar or not? 

ut Jzsvs perceiving their Wickedneſs, and 
faid, Why tempt ye me, ye Hy pocrites? Shew 
me the Tribute Money ? And they brought 


unto him a Penny; and he faith unto them, 


Whoſe is this Image and Superſcription ? They 
ſay unto him Gzſar's. Then faith he untothem, 
Render therefore to Cæ'ʒar, the Things which 


(a) Matt. *vii, 24, to 28. (b) Ch. xxil, 17, to 22. 
: KC: 5 are 
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are Cæſar's, and unto Gop the Things which 
are Gop's.“ 


* (a) And when they v were come, they ſay 


unto him, Maſter, we know that thou art true, | 


and careft for no Man ; for thou regardeſt not 
the Perſon of Men, but teacheſt the Way of 
GoD in Truth. Is it lawful to give Tribute to 


Cæſar or not? Shall we give, or ſhall we not 


give? Bit he knowing their Hypocriſy, ſaid 


unto them, Why tempt ye me? Bring me a 


Penny that J may ſee it. And they brought 


it; and he faith unto them, Whoſe is this 
Image and Superſcription ? And they ſaid 


unto him, Czſar's. And Jesvs anſwering ſaid 
unto them, Render to Cæſar the Things that are 


Cæſar's; and toGop the hings that are GoD' Sz 


and they maryelled at him.“ 


..- 6 {$} And they aſked him, faying, Maſter, 
we know that thou ſayeft and teacheſt rightly, 


neither accepteſt thou the Perſon of any, but 


teacheſt the Way of Gop truly. Is it lawful 
to give Tribute to Czſar or no ? But he per- 
ceived their Craftineſs, ſaid unto them, Why 


tempt ye me? Shew me a Penny : Whoſe 


Image and Superſcription hath it? They an- 
ſwered and ſaid, Cz/ar's; and he ſaid unto them, 


Render therefore untoCeſar the J hings which 


— | 


(a) 1) Mark x11, 14 to 18. (5) Luke XX, 21 to 26. 
be 


oo 
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be Cz/ar's ; and unto GoD the Things which 


beG ob's. * 


(a) And Gop hath ſet ſome in the Church, 


firſt Apoſtles, ſecondly Prophets, thirdly 


Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of 


Healing, Helps, Governments, Diverſities of 
Tongues. Are all Apoſtles? Are all Prophets? 


Are all Teachers? Are all Workers of Mira- 


cles ? Have all the Gifts of Healing? Do all 


ſpeak with Tongues ? Do all interpret? But 


covet earneſtly the beſt of Gifts; and yet I 
ſhew unto you a more excellent Way.“ 


8 (b) Though I ſpeak with the Tongues of 


| Men, and of Angels, and have not Charity, Iam 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cym- 
bal; and tho' I have the Gift of Prophecy, 


and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Know- 
ledge, and though I have all Faith, fo that I 
could remove Mountains, and have noCharity, 
Jam nothing; and tho' I beſtow all my Goods 
to feed the Poor, and tho' I give my Body 
to be burned, and have not Charity, it profit- 
eth me nothing. Charity ſuffercth long, and 
is kind: Charity envieth not : Charity vaunt- 
eth not itſelf, is not puffed up; doth not be- 


have itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, 
is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, re- 


(a) 1 Cor. xii, 28 to 32. (b) Chap. xili. 1 to 7. 


O 2 2. ice 


| 620) 
joiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the 


* (a) For one belie veth that he may eat all 
Things, another who is weak eateth Herbs; 
let not him that eateth, deſpiſe him that eat- 
eth not; and let not him that eateth not, 
judge him that eateth, for Gop hath received 
him. Who art thou that judgeſt another Man's 
Servant? To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 
falleth ; yea, he ſhall be holden up, for Gon 
is able to make him ftand. One eſteemeth 
one Day above another, another eſteemeth 
every Day alike ; let every Man be fully per- 
ſuaded in his own Mind; he that regardeth 
the Day, regardeth it unto the Loxo ; and he 
that regardeth not the Day, to the LorD he 
_ doth not regard it; he that eateth, eateth to the 
Lokp, for he giveth Gop Thanks; and he 
that eateth not, to the Lokp he eateth not, 

and giveth Gop Thanks. And he that 

doubteth is damned if he eat, becauſe he eat- 
eth not of Faith; for whatſoever is not of Faith 
is Sin,” | 5 e 


22 


mn 
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(a) Rom. xiv, 2, to 7. and 2 3. 
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If any ſhould object the Text, * Freely ye 
« have received, freely give ;” I anſwer, ihat 


was an Injunction to the Preachers of the Goſ- 


pel only, and not to the Hearers; and cannot 
with any Propriety be conſtrued to mean that 
the Hearers ſhould refuſe to obey the Laws of 
the Land in Money Matters, contrary to the 
ſound Doctrine and Practice of both CHRISsTC 
himſelf and his Apoſtles, as recorded by the 


| foregoing Texts of the Holy Scriptures of 
Truth. And for the Legality of Eccleſiaſtical 


Demands, the Reader is referred to the ſeveral 

relative Acts of Parliament, made by Kings, 
Lords, and Commons, eſtabliſhing the ſame ; 
which may readily be purchaſed at a very ſmall 


Expence, at the King's Printing-Houſe, in 


Neu- Street, Shoe-Lane, Fleet-Street, London. 
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REASONS 


F OR 


Liberty of Conſcience, Se. 


1 „ 


The three principal Reaſons why Quakers do 


not "Pay Tythes, ſtated and anſwered. 


uſt, HE Injunction communicated by 


Chriſt to his Apoſtles, 
Freely ye have recciv'd, freely give.“ 


Anſwer. This was a Direction to the 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and not to the 
Hearers, and cannot with any Degree of 
Propriety be underſtood, that he meant to 
have them ſtir up the People of the ſeveral 
Cities and Towns, where they preached the 


Goſpel, to refuſe to pay Taxes towards the 


Support of the Prieſts, or Miniſters, allowed 


and maintained 1 in ſuch Places: And if not in 


We > Rs | ſuch 


26 } 
ſuch Places, and in that Age, why then now 
in or elſewhere ? 


20. Tythes a are alledged to 150 a Part of the 


ceremonial Law of Moſes, and therefore abo- 


liſn'd by the coming of Chriſt. 


Anſwer. This Allegation appears, on Exa- 
mination of the Holy Scriptures, of Truth, to 
be an abſolute Miſtake, ſince Tythes are re- 
corded in the 14th Chapter of Genefis, to have 
been given by the highly favour'd Patriarch 


Abraham, even of all he had, to Melchiſadecł, 


King of Salem, and Prieft of the molt high 


God: And this, by Scripture Chronology, ap- 
pears to have been about Four Hundred Years 
before Moſes was born, and before even the 


Ten Corimandments were adminiſtered. It 


is alſo recorded, 28th Chap. Genęſis, that Jacob 
made a Vow to give Tythes of all that ſhould 


be given him; and therefore, although con- 
fim'd by Moſes, and continuing in Force un- 
der the legal Diſpenſation, was not any Part 
of the ceremonial Laws inſtituted by Moſes 
and defined by the Apoſtle Paul. Heb. ix. 10, 
therefore not ſo aboliſhed by the coming of 


Chriſt, any more than the Ten Command- 


ments, which latter were and are of perpetual 
Obligation 


zd. The 
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3d. The Sufferings of our ancient Friends 
is allo alledged as a Reaſon why We ſz-uld 
adopt, or not trample on their © arcs in 


: in Reſpcts. 


Anſwer. The Profeſſors of the Proteſtant 


| Religion (ſince eſtabliſhed by Law) at the 


Time of the Reformation taking Place, and 
long after, ſuffered Abundance more Perſecu- 
tion, and Martyrdom, for Conſcience Sake, 

than the Quakers have ever ſuffered : But do 
we therefore admit ſuch much heavier Suffer- 
ings as a Proof of the Truth of their Syſtem of 

Religion? Certainly not. If therefore not in 
their Caſe, why in ours? It is an unſafe Foun- 
dation to build upon, and every conſcientious 
Chriſtian ought, in regard of his on preſent 


and future well- being, to have a much better 


to depend on, or elſe muſt his Faith ſtand on 
a very precarious £000ng,. 


Ergo. So would it be for the true and laſt- 
ing Intereſt of our Society, that the important 
Minute of 1706, on the Subject of Ty thes, 
ſhould be ſolemnly reconſidered, and it ought 
not, in Point of the firſt Principle of Juſtice, 
to remain as it is, giving Power to each montii- 
ly Meeting to diſown, or give Judgment againſt 
any of their Members who pay, although they 
ſhould appear to be conſcientious therein ; but 
eſpecially is it now in this Age unjuſt, and 
n ſtrongly to deprive many of, and who 


2 — 
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by Birth and Education have a Right to the 
Cotafort and Privileges of Society, and who 
think it their Duty to comply with the Pecu- 
niary Laws eſtabliſhed by the Leegillarure, 
T hat Minute, as it now ſtands, does allo too 
much impower each monthly Meeting to make 
uſe thereof in terrorem, to induce a pretend:d 
_ diſlembling Teſtimony from their Members, 
in order to avoid being dealt with, or to avoid 
the apparent Danger of being diſowr'd; ſo are 
the Members in general become liable to the 
vwoeful Alternative of either bein g diſown'd for 
Paying, or thrown into Goal for refuſing to 
7 ay, when the Demand exceeds a certain Sum 
imitted by Act of Parliament. A dreadful Al- 
ternative ! that ought not to ſubſiſt , being in 
| Reſpect of thoſe who have been born and edu- 
. in the Society, inconſiſtent with that Li- 
berty of Conſcience which is the natural Right 
of every Man, and alſo contrary to the Prin- 
ciples of Juſtice, Mercy, or Humanity, and 
moreover abſolutely irreconcileable to the grand 
pon Rule, fo wiſely and divinely eſtabliſhed 
y Chriſt, of doing as ye would be done by, or of 
ſhewing that tender Regard to Conſcience, in 
thoſe who think it their Duty to pay, as ye 
would like to have ſhewn towards you, if it 
was your own Caſe. And further, ſince it is 
univerſally agreed, Sincerity is a certain uni- 
verſa] Duty; and, on the contrary, Hy pocriſy 
is a certain Vice, ſtrongly tending to exclude 
trom the Kingdom of Heaven, as frequently 
: recorded 


1 


recorded in the Holy Scriptures of Truth, it is 


therefore the Duty of every Miniſter and Elder 


to promote Sincerity, and diſcourage Imitation : 
Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy. 


Candid Reader, Let theſe Matters be duly 
conſidered, ard do thy Part towards a ne- 
ceffary Reformation 


Other Reaſons why T.C. thinks it a Duty to 
pay, and that it would be wiſe in the Society 
to allow a Liberty of Conſcience in reſpect 
of obeying Pecuniary Laws. 


iſt. The Society commenced W the 


Middle of laſt Century, but the Minute of 
1706 appearing intended to force a Teſtimony 


againſt paying Tythes, did, for the firſt Time, 
eſtabliſh that Teſt as the Condition of Unity, 
ſo far as to make thoſe who pay, liable to 
Judgment, going forth againſt chem. 


2d. Before chat Period the Society flouriſhed 
and encreaſed at a great Rate, but ſince has 
conſtantly dwindled, and how ſhould it be 


otherwiſe? Who would join the Society, 


knowing themſelves liable to be buffetted 
about, and turned out again, for doing their 


Duty in regard of pecuniary Laws eſtabliſned 


by the ſupreme Legiſlative Power in Ex- 
ternals. 


3d. The 


L 30 
3d. The Diſcipline, when applied to con- 
ſcientious Diſſent, is arbitrary, and in its 
Nature cannot convince the Underſtanding, 
although it may, through ſlaviſh Fear, make 


Hypocrites, as 1t 1s more than probable i it too 
often has done. 


It is every one's "Du to be ſincere and 
as the Teſtimony againſt Tythes does not ap- 
pear (by any Precept in Scripture) to be any 
Part of the Chriſtian Religion, it was like 
many would diſfent, as has been the Caſe ever 
ſince. 


th. The Minute of 1706 appears to be an 
unuſtifiable Combination againſt the Laws, as 
alfo againſt Liberty of Conſcience, and as ſuch, 
tagether with the conſequent relative Queries, 

and the unkind Diſcipline thereto annexed, 

may be (not unfitly) called an Inquiſition, | 
which has in it the Nature of Perſecution, and 
is injurious to, and tending to wound and dif- 
courage that one Thing needful, the Incenſe of 
Sincerity, which is ever acceptable to the Al- 
mighty, however it may be to miſtaken Friends. 


6th. It is contrary to ſeveral Recommenda- 
tions and Advices in the Holy Scriptures of 
Truth, concerning our Duty to Government, 
Sc. as plainly appears James iii. v. 17. Rom. 
xi. v. 1 to 8. 1 Pet. ii. v. 13 to 18. Titus iii. v. 
1, 2, Which the Reader is requeſted to peruſe. 
7. Liberty 
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7. Liberty of Conſcience, reſpeCting this 
Teitimony, or other, not expreſsly enjoined, 


or forbid in Holy Scripture, is the natural 


Right of every Man, and agreeable to Scrip- 


ture and Reaſon, and ought in Point of Juſ- 


tice to be allowed, eſpecially to ſuch who are 
of the Society by Birth and Education, and as 
ſuch never belonged to any other. 


8. No Plea, bat real Conſcience towards 
God, is ſufficient to ſuperſede the Laws of 
the Land, which laſt ought to have the Pre- 


ference to any Society Rules, where Conſci- 


ence 1s not concerned. 


Diſſenters of other Denominations have 
as much Ri ight to refuſe to pay Tythes, as 


have thoſe of our Society; and altho' they 


may think it unreaſonable to pay, yet it ap- 


pecars they do not think it juſtifiable to ſet up 


theiro wn private Judgments againſt the Acts 
of the Legiſlature, ſo far as to refuſe to obey. 


10. Tythes are not, properly, Sufferings 


among us, further than any Friend's Loſs 


may exceed the legal Demand. 


11. We ought to hs thankful to "> VERY 
ment, for being allowed Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, and ſhould allow the ſame to our Mem- 


bers, from a plain Parity of Reaſon 


12. The 
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12. The Sovereign Legiſlative Power of 
every well civilized Country in the World, 
where there is a legal Eſtabliſnment, exerciſe 
the Right to tax the Property of the Subject, 
for ſuch Purpoſes as they judge for the public 
Good, or what they eſteem ſuch, and no 
Right of private Diſſent allowed to over-rule 
in Oppoſition. . 


Iz. The Miniſter's, or Parſon's Tax in 
London (made by Act of Parliament in 1671) 

in Lieu of Tythes, is laid on the Houſes in 
ſuch Manner, that if omitted to be paid by 
any Inhabitant, his Succeſſor mult pay all Ar- 
rears, ſo is it local and not perſonal, ſo ought 
the Friends of London in particular to be ex- 
empt from the Diſcipline, and ſhould not be 
required to do Injuſtice, by leaving a Debt for 

r 


134. Our Diſcipline, in reſpect of Money 
legally demanded, has a Tendency, as far as 
Influence reaches, to overthrow legal Govern- 
ment, both in Church and State; ſince Go- 
vernment cannot be upheld without pecuniary 
Support, and how far a Religion, allow'd and 
eſtabliſhed by Law (with the Benefit of Li- 
berty of Conſcience to Diſſenters) is adapted 
to the Peace, en Security of the 
Nation in general, is a Matter of very high 
Concern; but, upon the whole, it appears to 


( 33 ] 
my Judgment, to be juſtifiable in Reſpect of 
found Reaſon and true Policy. 


18. Is not every one who refuſeth to pay 
Tythes, liable, if to a certain Amount, to be 
thrown into, and be kept in Goal, to the Ruin 
of himſelf and Family? Therefore ſhould it not 
in reſpect of Juſtice and Mercy, be required 


of any Member to bear the Teſtimony, unleſs 


he really, truly and conſcientiouſly thinks it 
his Duty, as being required of him by the 

Laws of God, and the Scriptures of Truth, 
and is it not the Duty of every Father of Chil- 
dren in the Society, to endeayour to procure 
an Alteration in the Diſcipline reſpecting this 
Matter, leaſt through a flavith Fear of offend- 
ing againſt the Minutes of the Society, and 


| not through the Fear of God, any of their 
Offspring ſhould find themſelves under the 


woful Alternative of either being obliged to 
play the Hypocrite in an infincere Teftimony, 
and thereby become liable to be fo ruin'd ; or 
elſe by paying become liable to be turn'd out 
of the Society, T 


16. We owe much to the Protection of 
Government, and unleſs any one can honeſtly 
plead a Matter of Conſcience towards God to 
refuſe, it appears a Duty founded on both 
2 Scripture and Reaſon, to obey the Laws of 
the Legiſlature in pecuniary Matters. 

: | 17. The 


„„ 

17. The private Diſcipline of the Society, 

as well as the Public, ſhould be very much 

confin d to Immorality, and great Tendernefs 

ſhould be exerciſed in avoiding its Uſe againſt 

the univerſal Duty of Sincerity, in {uch who 

appear to differ conſcientiouſly in reſpect of 

Money lawfully aflcfied, and W de 
manded. 


138. The Miſunderſtanding the important 
Text of recommending to be of one Mind, 
ſhould be cautiouſly avoided by all, the Im- 
port thereof being not one Opinion, but one 
Diſpoſition of Mind, in ee God and lov- 
ing one another. 


19. Tythes are not 3 made perſonal, 
but local, being laid on the real Eſtate, oc- 
cupied by the Tenant, and he who enters 
thereon voluntarily, makes himſelf liable by 
Law, ſo it may be ſaid unjuſt to ng yas 
enter upon an Eftate, whether Houſe or Land, 
and after refuſe to comply with the Condition 
before annexed thereto by the Legiſlature. 


Tythes, recorded in the 1th Chapter of 

Pat to the Hebrews, as then received by the 
Levites, who, he fays alſo paid Tythes in 
Abram (being, as he might ſay) in the Loins 
of Abram when he met Melchiſadeck ; and the 
Apoſtle Paul, in the fame Chapter fays, Chriſt 
was made an High Prieſt for cyer, _ Bs 
rder 
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Order of this Melohiſadeck, who fo received 
1 'ythes ; ſo this is no Abrogation of Tythes 
under the Goſpel (when Paul wrote, being 


about thirty Years after Chriſt's Aſſention) 
but rather a Confirmation thereof. | 


21. The Teſtimony in Queſtion can only 
now be, as it was during the Increaſe of our 
Society, before the Minute: of 1706 was 
formed, at beſt but a particular Duty relative 
to ſuch of whom it is by Faith, or the Gift of 


God, required, as is preaching the Gofpel, and 


as it has been a woful Error in Judgment, to 
miſtake the former for a general Duty, ſo 


- would it be alfo in reſpect of the latter. 


22, Our Miniſters in general ſeem to be 
conſcious to themſelyes of the Teftimony in 
Queſtion not being an univerſal Duty, by their 
never recommending or enforcing it in their 


_ Sermons in publick Meetings of Worſhip. 


23. What Good to Mankind has this pe- 


cuniary Teſtimony. produced? ls there a Par- 


fon of the cſtabliſhed Church the leſs for it in 
the whole Nation? Or does Man, Woman, 
or Child receive any Benefit in Conſequence, 
other than ſuch few who are truly conſcienti- 
ous therein, may haye a Satisfaction to them- 
ſelves in bearing it honeſtly ; but does not 
impart that beneticial Influence to Mankindt 
as does the univerſal Duties of doing Juſtice, 
loving 


(36) 
loving Mercy, walking humbly, being ſober, 
chaſte, fincere and charitable, not only in re- 
{pe of the Poor, but alſo in reſpect of our 
Sentiments one of another, whether theſe laſt 


do, or do not abound, are of momentous 
Concern to the Honour and Welfare of the 


Whole, and of every one, which cannot with 


Propriety be faid of the Teſtimony in Queſ- 
tion. * 
24. It appears, on Examination of R. Bar- 


clay's Apology, that the Teſtimony in Queſtion 


(fince made the Condition of Unity) was not 


at the Time of his Writing any Part of the 


true Chriſtian Divinity, not being ſet forth in 
any of his fifteen Propoſitions as a Rule of 
Faith ; ſo it may be called an Innovation fo 
far as regards the Condition of Memberſhip. 


28. The Reaſon urged by ſome zealous 
Friends againſt the Payment in Queſtion, by 


ſuch who otherwiſe might find Freedom, as 


tending. to prevent further Relief being ob- 
tained from Government, ought no longer to 
be mentioned, ſince after more than One 
Hundred Years Probation there now appears 


not the leaſt Probability of any ſuch Relief 


being ever obtained ; and if it was otherwiſe, 
it is diſhonourabie, and contrary to the Golden 


Rule, to require any one to act againſt the 
Dictates of his own Conſcience, in order to 


contribute to the reviving their further En- 
| deavours, 


1 37 1 
deavours, but which, for evident Reaſon, 
would, if again attempted, prove ineffectual. 


26. The Caution given by the Apoſtle Paul 
againſt offending a weak Brother, was relative 
to cating Meat, which he in the ſame Chapter 
infers, might be either taken or omitted, with 
Indifterence, by ſuch as have Knowledge, and 
cannot with Propriety be ſo exerciſed as to 
militate againſt the univerſal Duty of Sincerity, 
fo wiſely and ſo frequently enforced by the 


fame Author, and others in their ſacred 


* 


27. Many Friends having alledged in Ex- 
cuſe, that the Minute in Queſtion f 1706, 


hath never been put in Practice, ſo far as re- 


lates to cutting off or giving Judgment againſt 
Members, ought not now to be pleaded as a 
Reaſon for continuing that unreaſonable am- 
biguous Minute in the preſent Form, but ra- 


ther ſhould the conſtant Diſuſe thereof, reſpect- 


ing ultimate judgment, be rationally confi- 
dered as a tacit Proof of every Monthly Meet - 
ing in the Nation, being fincerely, though ſe- 
cretly of the Mind, that to make uſe of, or en- 


force it, would be wrong : If, therefore, it 


would be wrong to put it in Practice, it could 


not be right to make it, eſpecially when it is 


conſidered, how ſtrong Tendancy, its being 


hung over the Heads of timorous Friends has 


to produce Imitation, Diſſimulation, and Hy- 
| pocriſy 


VVV 
pocriſy, which are as different from the true, 
unfeigned Religion, as is Light from Darkneſs. 


28. Therefore, and for all theſe Reaſons, 
will a Liberty of Conſcience, in Money Matters, 
be for the Honour and Proſperity of the So- 
ciety, and is the fole End and Defign of this 
Performance, not deſiring to make Proſelites 
to pay without a clear Evidence of Duty, but 
that every one who thinks it a Duty to bear 
the Teftimony, may ſuffer with Patience and 
Reſignation, as. becomes all who ſuffer for 
Conſcience Sake, and that ſuch who do not 
think it a Duty to bear the Teſtimony, may 
pay honourably, as becomes dutiful Subjects. 


N. B. As a Bar to any Charge of Tautolo- 
gy, or my being expected to anſwer on this 
Head, let it be remembered, I write not to 
ſhew literary Abilities, but fimply from a 
Motive to promote the noble and beneficent 
Principle of Truth, which ſuffers not from a 
neceſſary Repetition. 


P. §. To propagate Errors, after any one 1s 
convinced of his former Opinions being erro- 
neous, is not conſiſtent with the Candour of 
an honeſt Mind. 


Theſe are from one, who, with great Sin- 
cerity, is a hearty Well-wither to the Promo- 
tion of Truth, and to the Honour and Prot- 
perity of our Society. 


Tomas Crowley. 
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Quotations inſerted in Jaac Pennington sWork. 
Volume 2d. Page 571. 


„The great Work of the Miniſters of 
« Chriſt, is to keep the Conſcience open to 
„ Chriſt, and to preſerve Men from receiving 
any Truths as from them, further than the 
wy Spirit opens, or to imitate any of their Prac- 
l tices further than the Spirit leads, guides 
and directs them; for Perſons are exceeding 
< prone to receive Things as Truths from thoſe 
e they have an high Opinion of, and to imi- 
ce tate their Practices, and ſo hurt their own 
„Growth, and endanger their Souls.” 


Page 374, In the Apoſtles Days, Chriſ- 
<« tians were too apt to ſtrive after a wrong 
< Unity, and Uniformity in outward Obſer- | 
< yations and Practices, and to judge one ano- 
ther unrighteouſſy in cheſe Things; and mark, 
<« it is not the different Practice from one ano- 
ther that breaks Unity and Peace, but the 
judging one another becauſe of differing 
Practices. He that Keeps not a Day may 
* unite in the ſame Life, in the ſame Spirit, 
„in the ſame Love with him that keeps a 
<< Day; and he who keeps a Day may unite 
< in Heart and Soul with the ſame Spirit and 
Life in him who keeps not a Day; but he 
that judgeth the other becauſe of either of 
* theſe errs from the Spirit, from the Love, 
** from the Lite, and ſo breaks the Bond of 

2-5 Unity 3 
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« Unity ; and he that draws another to any 


* Practice before the Life, in his own parti- 


& cular lead him, doth as much as in him 
< lies to deſtroy the Soul of that Perſon. This 


« was the Apoſtles Rule, for every one to 
« perform ſingly to the Lord what he did, 


c and not for one to meddle with the Light 
« or Conſcience of another, &c. but eve 

<« one to keep cloſe to their own Meaſure, Sc. 
* and here 1s the true Unity in the Spirit, in 


<« the inward Lite, and not in an outward 


« Uniformity, that was not neceſſary in the 


* Apoſtles Days, nor is it neceſſary now; and 
that Eye which ſo doats upon it, overlooks 


the one Thing which is neceſſary.” 


Page 376. Oh how ſweet and pleaſant is 
« jt. to the truly ſpiritual Eye, to ſee ſeveral 


„ Sorts of Believers ; ſeveral Sorts of Chriſ- 


„ tians in the School of Chriſt, every one 


ce learning their own Leſſon, petforming their 


ce own peculiar Service, and knowing, own- 
<« ing and loving one another, in their ſeveral 


« Places, and different Performances to their 


« Maſter, to whom they are to give an Ac- 
„ count, and not to quarrel with one another 


« about their different Practices! This is the 


true Ground of Love and Unity, not that 
* ſuch a Man walks and does juſt as I do, 
e but becauſe I feel the ſame Spirit of Life in 
« him, and that he walks in his Rank, in his 


* own Order, in his proper Way, and Place 


«of 
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* of Subjection to that; and this is far more 
e pleaſing to me, than if he walk'd juſt th the 
« Tract wherein I walk, nay (fo far as i am 

<- ſpiritual) I cannot ſo much as deſire that he 


« ſhould do ſo, until he be particular led 


18 thereto by the ſame Spirit that led me.“ 


Page 578. © The great Error of the State 


« of the Apoſtacy, hath been to ſet up an out- 


ward Order and Uniformity, and to make 


Mens Conſciences bend thereto, either by 
Arguments of Wiſdom, or by Force; but 


* the Property of the true Church Govern- 
« ment is to leave the Conſcience to its full 
Liberty in the Lord, to preſerve it ſingle 
and entire for the Lord to exerciſe, and to 


© ſeek Unity in the Light, and in the Spirit, 
„walking ſweetly and harmoniouſly together, 


ein the Midſt of differing Practices, accord- 


ing with, or not contrary to the univerſal 


* moral Duties, Faith in Cod, in Cbriſt, or his 
7 - Holy Spirit.” 


| Quotations from R. Barclay 8 Apology. 


Prop. 14, Sect. 2. © The Conſcience of 


& Man 1s the Seat and Throne of God in him, 
* of which God alone is the proper and in- 
5 fallible Judge, who by his Power and Spi- 
* rit, can alone rectify the Miſtakes of Con- 


mn ſcience, and therefore hath reſerved to him- 
F * ſelf 


HE 
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e 
e {elf the Power of puniſhing the Errors 
&« thereof, as he ſeeth meet.” 
Sect. 5. « Neither is it any Piece of Reli- 
ion, to enforce Religion, which muſt be 
„ undertaken by Conſent, and not by Vio- 


* lence, ſeeing that the Sacrifices themſelves 
< are not required, but from a willing Mind.” 


Tertull. 


« The Conſcience is free Goin the Powers 
*e of all Men.“ Calvin. | 


e from William Ps and other 
D Authors, ö 


« They (the Quakers) diſtinguiſh between 
< impoſing any Practice, that immediately re- 
lates to Faith or Worſhip (which is never 
cc to be done, or ſuffered, or ſubmitted unto) 
* and requiring Chriſtian Compliance with 
< thoſe Methods that only reſpe& Church Bu- 


© ſineſs in its more civil Part and Concern, 


and that regards the diſcreet and orderly 
% Maintenance of the Character, of the Society, 


* as a ſober and religious Community. 5 


* An univerſal Toleration of Faith and 
« Worſhip, and the Right of private Judg- 
« ment in Things ſpiritual, is ſo amply and 
« learnedly maintained, not only by the an- 


45 cient Proteſtant Reformers, but many mo- 
| * dern 
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« dern Theologiſts of the Church of England, 
ein their Conteſts againſt the perſecuting 
“ Tenets of Popery, that whoſoever oppoſes 
it, declares himſelf Antiproteſtant and Pa- 


J 
He that holds his Religion by Authority 


c of either State or Society, and not by Con- 
< viction, has, properly ſpeaking, no Religion 
at all, becauſe his Performance thereof is not 

in Obedience to what God requires, but in 
« Conformity to the Injunctions of human 
Power, and in that Reſpe& may be ſaid 
rather to worſhip the enforcing Power, 
<« whether of Law, Society, or Perſons, whom 
he obeys, than to pay due Adoration to 
God, whom he ſo diſobeys. He therefore 
that goes to obſtruct, or oppoſes ſuch an 
e undoubted right of Chriſtianity, as the free 
<« Exerciſe of Conſcience in Religion is a pro- 
<« fefled Enemy to Mankind, and a Uſurper 
ein the Kingdom of Chriſt; and what Church 
or People ſoever exerciſes a Diſſent, ought 
to allow of the ſame in others.” 


Sundry Quotations from the Holy Scriptures, 
on the general Duties of Mankind, vi. 


Moſes, Exodus, Chap. xx. v. 3 to 17. 


„Thou ſhalt have no other God before me.” 
** 'Thou ſhalt make no graven Image to 


& worſhip.” | 
02 © Thou 


r 
* Thou ſhalt no? take my Name in vain,” 
Thou ſhalt keep the Sabbath holy.” 
* Thou ſhalt honour thy Parents.“ 
Thou ſhalt not kill.” 
as © Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery.” 
hou ſhalt 10 ſteal,” 


hou ſhalt #9 bear falſe Witneſs, * 
0 „ Thon ſhalt not covet,” 


David, P.. i. v. 1 | nd. 2, © Bleſſed is the 
Man that walketh not in the Council of the 
* Ungodly, nor ſtandeth in the Way of Sin- 
* ners, nor ſitteth in the Seat of the Scornful, 
but his Delight is in the Law of the Lord, 


and in his Law doth he meditate Day and 
ws N ight. Ws 


Solomon, after a beautiful Variety of ood Rules 


for the Conduct of human Life, comes to 
this 


Eccleſ. xii. v. 13, 14. Let us hear the 
* Concluſion of the whole Matter, Fear God 
* and keep his Commandments, tor this i is the 
** whole Duty of Man. . 


Ditio Wiſdom, Chap, viii. v. 7. It a Man 
© love Righteouſneſs (or a pious Rectitude of 
„ Soul) her Labours are Virtues; for ſhe 
* reacheth Temperance and Prudence, Juſtice 
„and Fortitude, which are ſuch Things as 

Men 
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« Men can have nothing more profitable i in 
*« the.r Liſe.” | 


Prophet Micah, ; Chak 85 v. . He hath 
„ ſhewn thee, O Man, what is good, and 
« hat do- th the Lord require of thee, but to 


« do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
„ humbly with thy God.“ 


Chriſt, Matt. xxii. v. 37 to 40. Thou 
e ſhalt love the Lord thy God ſt all thy 
„Heart, with all thy Soul, and with all thy 
« Mind; this is the firſt and great Command, 
« and the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt 
love thy Neighbour as thyſelf : On theſe 


« two Commandments hang all the Law and 
«© the N * 


Ditto, Mark, Chap. xii. v. 30, 31; Ditto, 


Luke, Chap. x. v. 275 28, to the fame Effect, 
"Fs ſce. | 


Ditto, < And 1 ye i that 


« Men do unto you, do ye unto them ; and 
e ſwear not at all.” 


Peter, Acts, Chap. x. v. 34, 35. © Of a 
Truth I perceive that God is no Reſpector 
of Perſons, but in every Nation, he that 


e feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is 
" accepted of him,” 


Paul 


HE 
Paul, Rom. Chap. X11, xiii, xiv. Which the 
candi Reader is requeſted to recur to, and 
read with humble Attention. 


James 1ſt, v. 25, 27. pure Religion and 
« Undefiled before God, and the Father, is 
« this, to viſit the Fatherlefs and Widows in 
ce their Affliction, and to 12 himſelf un- 
« ſpotted from the World.” 


John, Chap. xii. v. 18. 1 teſtify unto 
« eyery Man that heareth the Words of the 
« Prophecy of this Book, If any Man ſhall 
e Add unto the Things, God (all add unto 
him the Plagues that are written in this 
« Book.” 


J B. In an which is not one Word of the 
Teſtimony againſt paying Tythes, or other 
legal Aſſeſſments, nor is there any Precept of 
that Nature in all the Holy Scriptures, ſo is it 
not any general Duty, and moſt certainly ought 
not to be required as fuch, nor of any one 
who doth not ſee it his particular Duty; yet 
nevertheleſs, we muſt not preſume to limit 
the Almighty | in our Imaginations, nor to ſet 
Bounds to the Operation of his Providence. 
What if he ſaw meet to put it into the Hearts 
of ſome of his Servants in the laſt Century, to 
make a firm ſtand againſt the then violent Pre- 
valence of Popith Superſtition, and Arbitrary 

Power, 
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= 


* ] 


Power, over the Conſciences of Men in that 


Age, doth it follow from thence, that we 


of i this Age ſhould therefore imitate the Prac- 


_ tices to which they were called, not being ſo 


called ourſelves ? and doth it not rather conſiſt 
with Sincerity and Propriety, that the Cauſe 
being removed, the Effect ought to ceaſe, at 


leaſt with ſuch who do not lee it their Duty 


to bear the ſame Teſtimony now ? _ 
Theſe are my $, entiments, 
T homas Crowley. 


Rom. xiv. v. 23. © For whatſoever 1 is not of-: 
Faith, is Sin.“ 


Other Cabin from the Holy ien, 
| VIZ. OE 


Taiah, Chap. 9, v. 16, 1), © The Leaders 
ce of this People cauſe them to err, and th 


that are led of them are deſtroyed ; there- 
fore the Lord ſhall have no fy + of their 


young Men, neither ſhall have Mercy on 
the Fatherleſs and Widows, for every one 
is an Hypocrite, and an Evil-doer, and 
c every Mouth ſpeaketh Folly, for all this his 


A 


Anger is not turned away, but his Arm is 


6 ſtretched out ſtill.“ 
Jſaiab, 
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Iſaiab, Chap. 29, v. 13, 14, They bare 
removed their Hearts far from me, and their 
Fear towards me is taught by the Precepts 
e of Men; behold, ti.crefore, I will proceed 
to do a marvellous Work amon g this People, 
* a marvellous Work and a Wonder; for the 
* Wiſdom of their wife Men ſhall periſh, and 
the Underſtanding of their prudent Men 

g ſhall be hid.” | 


A 


La) 


Matt. Chap. x. v. 34. « Think not that 


I am come to ſend Peace on Earth; I am 
not come to ſend Peace, but a Sword.” 


Chriſt, Mart. Chap. 15, v. 3, * Why do 
“ ye alſo tranſgreſs the Commandments of 
6s God, by your Tradition?“ 


v. 8. This People draweth nigh unto. me 
« with their Mouth, and honoureth me with 


i their L ips, but their ok are far from 


0 me.“ 


V. 9. But in vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for Doctrine the Commandments 


* of Men.“ 


N. B. Theſe laſt Quorations are here in- 
ſerted by way of Caution, having fervent 
Hope that the Application thereof may not be 


deſerved. 


Joſbua, 


TS -. 

Joſiua, Chap. xxiv. v. 14. Now there- 
& fore fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Since« 
« rity and Truth.“ | | | 

V. 15. © Chuſe ye this Day whom ye will 


„ ſerve, but as for me and my Houſe, we 
*© will ſerve the Lord.“ 


e 


Gracechurch-ſtreet, London, Anno 17715 
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THIRD PART, being 
DISSERTATIONS 
CD TE 
PECUNIARY TESTIMONIES 


Of the PEOPLE called 


QUAKERS, 


Relati ive to their refuſing to pay 
TYTHES and CHURCH RATES, 
AS ALS 0 


| FINES or ASSESSMENTS, 


RESPECTING THE | 


MILITIA or MILITARY SERVICE. 


60 75 y all T Gage, hold faſt that which it God.” 
1 Theft, Ch. 5, V. 21. 
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DISSERTATIONS 
On the pecuniary Teſtimonies of . the 
People called Q AK E RS, relative. to 

their refuſing to pay Tithes and Church 
Rates, as alſo Fines or Aſſeſſments, reſ- 
pecting the MIL ITIA or MILITARv 

Service. 5 7 5 


a BOUT che Middle of laſt Century, 
A when the Denomination of Quaker 
firſt obtained, there was a civil War 
raging between King Charles the firſt and his 


Parliament, the Object whereof appears to have 


been, on the King's ſide, an unconſtitutional 
Conteſt for arbitrary Power independant of Par- 
liament, and on the Parliament ſide, an Effort 
to preſerve their conſtitutional Liberties; un? 
der theſe Circumſtances the King and the Par- 
liament no longer co-operating in legal, or 
conſtitutional Meaſures of raifing Supplies, it 
remained that each Army had to procure pe- 
cuniary Aid and Support, from the Subject 
indiſcriminately, as each had Power or In- 
fluence 
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fluence to obtain the ſame, ſo that every 
Houſholder became liable to two-fold De- 
mands, which occaſioning much Difſiculty to 
determine a point of Rectitude, to whom it 
was a Duty to pay, and being peaceably diſ- 
poſed, they, the Quakers, determined on, 
what was in Effect a Neutrality, that is to 
fay, to pay neither Party; but to avail them- 
ſelves, to the utmoſt ſtretch of every pacific _ 
Doctrine in the Holy Scriptures, to make it 
appear unlawful for them, as Chriſtians, to 
comply with the Demands of either King or 
Parliament; and however their Conduct might 
then be, or believed to be, their conſcientious 
Duty; and however acceptable the Sacrifices 
then made of their Liberties and Lives, in 
Support of their then ſaid conſcientious Duty 
might be, nevertheleſs, when the Quarrel, 


and civil War, were entirely over, and the 


Son of the unfortunate King (who forfeited 
his Life in Conſequence of his arbitrary Tem- 
per) was become peaceably reſtored and ſettled 
on his Throne: "This Doctrine of refuſing to 
Pay towards the Militia then became ſtanding 
on a very different Footing, in as much as 
during the civil War, and Interregnum, it was 
difficult for a ſenſible Man to determine what 
Law was, or who was properly the Sovereign 
Pc ver, to whom Obedience was his Duty: and 
ergo, a wile Neutrality founded on a pacific 
OG 3 1 cmper 


1 85] 
Temper of Mind, was at that Time very juſ- 
tifiable, but afterwards, when it was no longer 
a Doubt where the ſovereign Power was con- 
ſtitutionally lodged and exerciſed, King Charles 
the Second and his Parliament co-operating 
and fo. conſtituting an indiſputable Conſtitu- 
tional ſovereign Power, to whom the Obe 
dience of the Subject was manifeſtly a Duty in 
all Caſes not ſuperſeded by the Law of a ra- 
tional Conſcience; which laſt (being the Seat or 
Throne of God in the Soul of Man) is readily 
admitted a ſuperior Tribunal; and which only 
cCan be a truly religious and rational Ground, 
of refuſing or neglecting to obey the Laws 
made by the ſupreme ſovereign Power, or 
Laws of the Land; and as it is the univerſal 
Practice in all Nations for the ſovereign Power 
thereof to aſſeſs the Property of the Subje&t 
towards the Maintenance of the Public Good, or 
what they in their Judgment deem ſuch, ſo the 
Acts of the Legitlature in this Nation, re- 
ſpecting the Militia, and Aſſeſſments to ſup- 
port ſuch Meaſures of Government, became 
neither more or leſs than ſalutary Laws con- 
ducive to the Safety of every Subject; and 
ſuch very properly required and deſerved 
Obedience. „„ 8 


T This being the Caſe, it is evident that after 
the Cauſe of Friends Difficulty and Diſſent, n 
| tac 


ts) 


the Head of Fines and Afſeſſinents for Mili- 
tary Meaſures, became removed, then theEf- 
fect ought to have ceaſed, and the Teſtimony 
no longer maintained. So much for Militia or 
Military Service: — And now concerning the 
other Branches of our pecuniary Teſtimony, 
viz Tythes and Church Rates, it will be neceſ- 
fary in order to inveſtigate its Riſe, to conſi- 
der that, at the ſame "Time, the King was 
arbitrary and violent in Matters of State, he 
was (and the next Succeſſors alſo) infatuated 
with tyrannical Popith Pricſtcraft, and Super- 
ſtition, ſothat the Laws were madeto eNCOUrage 
theſe dreadful Principles, and alſo to perſe- 
cute Proteſtants, inſomuch that Proteſtants 
were fincable for not attending the Pariſh 
Churches on Sunday (fo called) liable, alſo 
by Law, to be daled out of their religious 


5 Mectings and committed to Goal, for no other 


Cauſe than aſſembling together to worſhipGod 
agreeable to their Confciences ; and we as 2 
People liable to Impriſonment alſo, for main- 
taining a Duty, clea ly orcained by Chriſt 
himſelf, and ut ſwearing at all, and the Popith 
Priefts and Clergy of thoſe Times being main- 
tained by Tythes, Friends judged (their wicked 
Principles confidered) that it was not confiſtent 
with their Duty to hand forth Tythes to them 
towards their Support ; (not perhaps clearly 


diſtinguiſhing that it was the Laws of the 
Land 


1 

Land which made the Application, not per- 
haps perceiving that the Aſſeſſments by various 
Acts of the Legiſlature were local, not perſonal, 
further than any Friend might be perſonally 
acceſſary in making it ſo, by voluntarily tak- 
ing or uſing the Poſſeſſion of the Houſe or 
Eſtate at any Time in Queſtion, which was be- 
fore aſſeſſed for Tythes) and on this Ground 

they reſolutely refuſed to pay, ſuffering with 
admirable Patience and Fortitude the Pains 
and Penalties conſequent thereto; and who can 
doubt their conſcientious Sufferings being 
 praiſe-worthy, and alſo acceptable in the Sight 
of the omniſcient God ? for my Part, I make 
no doubt of it; and it appears to the intelli- 
gent Peruſer of hiſtorical Events, that the 
noble and beneficent Stand ſo made againſt 
Arbitrary Power and Popiſh Superſtition, did 
happily conduce to (and I ſhall not ſcruple to 
conclude inſtrumental in the Courſe of God's 
Providence) the merciful and happy Relief at- 
terwards obtained from Government in favour 
of Proteſtants ; by their tolerating Liberty of 
Conſcience, a glorious Privilege! and for which 
every Denomination of Proteſtants ought, at 
this Day, to perceive themſelves greatly bene- 
fited by ſuch a noble Stand and conſcientious 
Sufferings of the Quakers, and were truly 
amiable and glorious in the Cauſe of Truth 
and the Chriſtian Religion; fo far I do entirely 

'H 


Agree 


| (30. ]: 
agree with Friends; but then comes a future 
or ſubſequent Conſideration in which I may, 
perhaps, be ſingular, viz. after ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament in favour of Popery, and againſt 
_ Proteſtant Chriſtians, were (partly through 
Friends Sufferings, and partly through the 
Lenity of after ſucceeding Kings, &c ) bene- 
volently and happily repealed, (and others 
amended in favour of Proteſtants in general) 
and ſeveral Acts of Parliament enacted, ex- 
preſsly for Relief of the People called Qua- 


. kers in particular, relative to Affirmations to 


be accepted in lieu of Oaths, &c. the laſt of 
which, I think, was in the Year 1722. 


It has long appeared clearly to me, that 
ſuch Condeſcenſion in Government (and the 
national Clergy being generally or wholly be- 
come Proteſtants) ought to be deemed ration- 
ajly demanding our Grazitude, not in Words 
of Addreſs only, but in Conduct and Actions, 
ſo as no longer to reſiſt, or refuſe to obey 
the Laus then become ſo amended in our Fa- 
vour, inſomuch, that further Relief reſpecting 


.* . Ty.hes was then and fo remain unreaſonable 


to expect, and which I am fully perſuaded 

never will be granted, as being inconſiſtent 

with the Idea of an eftabliſhed Religion, ſo ne- 

* Cceſſary for the Peace and Safet the Nation 
fol 


in general : It therefore WII w, that our 
pecu- 


! 

pecuniary Teſtimonies although Regilious and 
Political before that Period, have been ever 
ſince (being 50 Years) abſurd and dangerous, 
unneceſſarily involving ourſelves and Poſte- 
rity. in the incurring a manifeſt Danger of 
being thrown into Goal, to the Ruin of Fam - 
lies without being further attended with any 
one good Conſequence ; and the Teſtimony 
being no Part of the Chriſtian Religion, as 
never having been enjoined by Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles ; but very much to the contrary, as 
may evidently appear to the candid Reader, 
who does himſelf and Family the Juſtice to 
attentively peruſe theſe very important ad ex- 


plicit Precepts in the holy Scriptures, vice, 


13th chap. Romans, yer. 1, 2, 5— Titus, 3d 
Chap. ver. 1 and 2---1 Peter, 2d chap. ver. 12, 
I4, 15. 


Queſt. How can it be conſiſtent with theſe 
plain, poſitive, coercive Frecepts, for any 
Quaker, or other, to refuſe to obey the Laws 
(amended as they are) made by the ſupreme Le- 
giſiative Power of this Nation, compoſed of 
King, Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled 
_ reſpecting Tythes, ſince there is not any one 

ſingh Precept in all the Holy Scriptures enjoin- 
ing ſuch Refuſal, or recommending che Teſ- 
timony, which (through a miſtaken Zeal) our 
Society doth ſo contrary to the Goſpel, ſo un- 

1 „ unhappily 
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happily 8 for a general Rule in the 
Society, to the great Hazard of preſent and 
future well being. 


T. C. hath ever ſince he has been at Matu- 
5 rity (about 40 Years) with great ſincerity firm- 
ly believed it his Duty to pay all ſuch Aſſeſſ- 
ments which the Parliament, as aforeſaid, hath 
or doth lay on him or his Eſtate, for any pur- 
poſe which they may judge needful for the 
Good or Saſety of the Public, either in reſpect 
of Tuition, Promftion. or Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice ; and hath often been grieved to ſee the 
Imitation, Diſſimulation, and Hypocriſy, which 
hath ſo ſhamefully abounded among the pre- 
tended Teſtimony Bearers, to the great. Scan- 
dal of the Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which requires Sincerity as the Condition of Sal. | 
vation. How tremendous ! Is therefore the 
Conſequences of recommending ſaid Teſtimo- 
ny, eſpecially as it has uſually been, uncondi- 
tionally, without mention of any regard to the 
conic:entious- Judgment of each Individual 
apart, and ſo having a ſtrong Tendency to 
diſcourage and deſtroy the Incenſe of Sincerity ; 
the E xerciſe whereof ever. was, and ever. will 
be acceprable to the allwiſe gracious God, 
however it may be to weak judging deluded 
Friends ; for which Cauſe, &c. IT. C. Judges 
it his Duty to bear his faithful Teſtimony 

| | Wi 
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againſt all Diſimulation and Hypocriſy, as, 
being totally inconſiſtent with, and averic to, 
the Religion and Doctrine of our Saviour jelug 
Chriſt and his holy Apoſtles. 


T. C. alſo finds it a Duty to caution againſt 
that falſe Zeal which is not according co 
Knowledge (ſee Rom. 10th ver. 1, and fl 
lowing) but rather for all to ſubmit to tie 
\ righteous Injunctions, or the righteouſneſs of 
God, and of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as well as 
to the wholeſoine Advices and Precepts of his 
divinely authoriſed Apoſtles, and herein he is 

well aſſured of divine Approbation. 


| Gopy of a Letter to I. F. and I. T. ziſt, 5th 
Mäonth, 1773. 


„EN VERY Friend who would be really 
a Friend to his own Soul, and to his 


PFriends and Family world be wile to take the 


very important Precepts contained in Rom. 
13th chap. ver. 1 to 7--Titus 3d chap. ver. 1, 
2, and 1ſt Peter 2d chap. v. 13 and 14, under 

their moſt ſerious and ſolemn Conſideration, 
in order that they may effectually diſcover the 
abſurd Danger incurred by fo fooliſhly and 
ſo ſtrenuouſly upholding and inforcing a con- 
trary Conduct, as is bearing, what the Society 
affects (though improperly) to call our Chri- 
„5 lian 
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lian Teſtimony, but is truly Anticbriſtian, as 


being oppoſite to the plain coercive Doctrine 
of the holy Apoſtles of our Lord and Saviour; 


1 am not inſenſible of the ſecret Motive 
which hath induced Friends to fo preſump- 
tuous a Conduct, as inforcing Uniformity in 
the bearing this dangerous Teſtimony, viz. 
that of inducing Government to repeal the 


Laws further in favour of the Society, ſo that 


we as a People might be excuſed from paying 
or from the legal Puniſhments, (by Act of Le- 
giſlature) annexed to Diſobedience; and if it 
had been a rational Hope, in the leaſt De- 
gree, it might have pleaded ſome excuſe for 
the Folly thereof; but ſo very far from it, that 


it was ever (to the Intelligent) inconſiſtent 
with Reaſon or common Senſe to indulge any 


ſuch weak, ill grounded fooliſh Hope, or Ex- 


pectation; being utterly and entirely incon- 
ſiſtent with the governing Principle of an eſta- 
bliſhed Religion of any Kind; which has been 
found ſound Policy to have for the Peace and 
Safety of the Nation; ſince, if the Denomi- 


nation of Quaker, or any other, was to ex- 


empt, in ſuch Caſe, the legal Claimers might 


be by a Name aſſumed (and they know not 


the Heart of Individuals whether Sincere or 
not) cheated out of their legal Demands, or a 
chict Part thereof, and the reſt of the People 

Y WO eos be 
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be left to pay the W hole, to be raiſed on them 
or their Eſtates, which they would, with clear 
Evidence, think very partial and unyuſt ; ſo 
\ ought not the Exemption in Queſtion to have 
ever been hoped for, or expected, and I am 
very confident never will be granted; there- 
fore, and for many other Reaſons ought not 
the Teſtimonies, which I ſhall for Diſtinction 
call pecuniary, be any longer exacted from our 
Members, as the Condition of Unity; eſpe- 
cially when it is conſidered, the two great 


Evils it does entail on Poſterity, as well as 
ourſelves, VIZ. 


I. I he Danger of being thrown | into Goal 
and ruined by any Miniſter of the eſtabliſhed 
Church who may be provoked to make Uſe 
of the Laws made in their Favour by many 
Acts of the e Legiſlature of this Na- 
tion, and, | 


IIdly. The manifeſt evil Ca es in 
diſcouraging Szncerity, and ſubſtituting Imi- 
tation, Diſſimulation, and Hypocriſy, which 

are as oppoſite to the Chriſtian Religion, as is 
Darkneſs to Light: for theſe and many more 
cogent Reaſons, it would well become every 
honeſt, well-meaning Member of our once 
faithful Society, but now too generally unfaith- 
Jul, to lend a Hand or Voice towards allowing 


4 free 
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a free Liberty of Conſcience®, relative to the Mat- 
ters of Money, &c. lawtully Aſſeſſed and De- 
manded, of every Species, which would hap- 
pily promote Sincerity, and prevent much of 
the Hypocriſy which is every Day practiced 
to prevent the Cenſures of our at preſ nt, 
and in this Reſpect, unchriſtian Society, raking 
ſo much unjuſtifiable Pains to extort an un- 


Juſt and axchriſftian Teſtimony ſo contrary to 
the ſacred Records. 


Thuy well-wiſhing ſincere Friend, 
; 0 
* And it may be further remarked that Li- 


berty of Conſcience is clearly agrecable to the 
natural, and civil Rights of Mankind, to 


right Reaſon, and to the holy Scriptures ; and 


it extremely ill becomes a Society, who for- 
merly pleaded ſo ſtrongly and ſo ſucceſsfully 
with Government, for their own Liberty of 


Conſcience, to be now in this Age, fo uncha- 


ritable, ſo ungenerous, and ſo antichriſtian, as 


to refuſe that Liberty to their own Members, 


who know their Duty better than to adopt the 
Errors here treated of. 


And let it be remembered Paul and Peter 
differed both in Sentiment and Practice, even 


reſpect- 
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reſpecting the very great external of Mater 
Baptiſm, for Peter and other of the Apoſtles 
continued long after, and do not appear, by 
the ſacred Records, to have renounced it at 
all, but Paul “ thanks God he baptized none 
but Criſpus and Gaius and the Houſehold of 
Stephanus, for God ſent him nt to baptize, but 
to preach the Goſpel ; and it does not appear 
they cenſured, or condemned, or wanted to 
excommunicate, or diſown each other, on ac- 
count of that differing Judgment, but ra- 
ther mutually acquieſced in each following 
his Maſter's Requirings, without either of 
them requiring the other to imitate his Faith 
and Practice. Why then ſhould not we 
Quakers follow the Apoſtles noble Example, 
in generouſly and Chriſtian- like allowing each 
other to be fincere in paying, or the reverſe, 
as we believe moſt conſiſtent with our Duty, 
and that without making either a Breach of 
_ Unity, in the Society wherein we have been 
born and educated ? 


And note, The Teſtimony was never a 
general Duty, and therefore never fit to be made 
the Condition of Unity, for is it! to be re- 
conciled to right Reaſon, or common Senſe ! 
to ſuppoſe that the ſacred Writings of the in- 
ſpired Penmen would have been totally filent, 
or at leaſt entirely deftitute of any Precept or 
Recommendation to enforce this Teſtimony, 
I if 
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if it had been intended by the all-wiſe, gra- 


cious God, to be a Standard of Faith or Condi- 


tion of Unity, in this, or any other Society in 
the World ? but there is no ſuch Precept in 
the holy Scriptures : Therefore it is no gene- 
ral Duty ; and moſt certainly ought not to be 
extorted as ſuch, or required of any Member 
who docs not perceive it to be his conſcien- 
tious Duty. This appears to be as clear as the 
Sun at Noon-Day, and therefore I would with 


none hardy enough to refuſe Aſſent, eſpe- 


cially when it is conſidered that Sincerity is 


an abſolute univerſal Duty, inſomuch, that 


there is not, nor cannot be, any true ſaving 
Religion without it, being an eſſential conſti- 


tuent Part every acceptable Sacrifice, or reli- 
gious Performance. Dr 


1t is therefore fairly deducible that it is the 
abſolute Duty of the Society to freely grant 


this Liberty of Conſcience to their fincere 


diſſenting Brethren, eſpecially when it is con- 


ſidered as a rational Means of preventing Di- 


viſion, and Separation, and preſerving in the 


Bond of Peace, and in the Unity of the Spi- 


rit ; I fervently hope therefore for the Pre- 
valence of Love and Charity, which doth ſo 


manifeſtly tend to promote and preſerve that 


cordial Fellowthip, which unerring Wiſdom 
teacheth to every faithful Diſciple of our Lord 


and Saviour, who makes it the 1cit of being 


his | 
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his to love one anther, and not to preſecute 
through the ungenerous, rude, cruel and anti- 
chriſtian private Diſcipline of the Society, for 
ſuch it is when miſ-applied to the ſincere reli- 
gious Diffent of any Member from the erro- 
neous Part of our Syſtem ; which was very un- 
happily made a ſtanding Rule of Faith and 
Condition of Unity in the fatal Year 1706, 
fince which the Society hath dwindled much, 
both in Number and Principle; the former is 
apparent to all candid Obſeryers of advanced 
Years in the Society; and the latter is to me 
apparent by its ſubſtituting in moſt Members 
(in order to preſerve from Cenſure) an exter- 
nal diſſembling Form, which during the laſt 
go Years has not been founded on the Con- 
{ſciences of intelligent Men, but has been a meer 
political Combination, in ſome with a View to 
procure further legal Relief, and in others to 
preſerve a convenient Appearance of Unity, 
but in moſt at the Expence of their Sncerity, 
and therefore it is clear, the Society have ge- 
nerally degenerated in Principle; and ſince 

1706, and at this Time, it appears that the 
Faith of the ſuperſtitious Members reſpecting 
the pecuniary Teftimonies, hath been founded 
on the yearly Meeting Minute of 1706 (in ef- 
fect exacting Uniformity) but is not to be 
found in the holy Scriptures : Whereas the 
Faith of rational Members is founded on Re- 
"08  wvelation 
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velation, and is contained in the ſacred Records 


of the inſpired Penmen ; ſo will it appear to the 
_ Candid and Wiſe, very needful to beware of all 
| ſuch who do ſo manifèſtly incline to prefer the 


Love of their own Power to the Love of Truth, 
by upholding, or endeavouring, in ſo pains- 
taking a Way, to maintain, ſo very dangerous 
and ſo unprofitable external Forms of pecu- 
niary Teftimonies among us, and the conſe- 
quent Private Diſcipline, which under Pretext 
of promoting Truth, produccs as oppoſite Ef- 
fects as were the Enchantments of the Magi- 
cians, to the Miracles wrought by Moſes. 


I therefore have found it my religious Con- 


cern to exerciſe the Talent which it has pleaſed 


the beneficent a1l-gracious God to beſtow on 


me, in the Promotion of Truth, and Sincerity, 


in endeayouring to remove the dangerous and 


_ unſcriptural Part, from among us; then will 


Truth and Sincerity flourith-again in the So- 
ciety, and then ſhall I hope to ſee our Sim 
once more proſper, and become the Beauty of 
Nations, the Borders of her Sanctuary will then 


become enlarged, and the Lord of Hoſts will de- 


lighttodwellamong us; fo may we be a People 


reſtored, ſanctified, and dedicated to. the Pro- 


motion of his Glory, who is calling us out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light; fo with- 
eth and prayeth, Candid Reader, the Author 

; N Of 
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of this Performance who profeſſeth to have the 
Welfare of Mankind in general at Heart, and 
is deſirous of their Proſperity in the Truth. 


And it may be yet further, not unfitly ob- 

ſerved, that this dangerous Teſt has been (by 
the Magick like private Diſcipline) ſo violent- 
ly inforced, that it may not improperly be 
called the Idol of the Socicty, as was Baal to 
the Society of Children the of Iſrael and the 
450 falſe Prophets, who being furiouſly tena- 
Cious of their dangerous Tenets were by the Hand 
of divine Vengeance through the Miniftration 
of Elijah brought to condign Puniſhment, See 

1ſt Kings, Chap. 17; 18, 19. | 


Another Reaſon why the Teflimony th ſhould 
never more be recommended by the Yearly 
Meeting, is becauſe the Anfwers to the Que- 

ries reſpecting Friends Sufferings have been 

hitherto continually erroneous, or rather abſo- 
lutely falſe, in alledging the Sufferings abun- 
dantly larger than in Truth and Fact they real- 

ly have been; and it extremely ill becomes a 

Society profeſſing to be led by the Spirit of 

Truth, in their whole collective Capacity to 

continue annually to utter Falſenoods, or to 

countenance all the Quarterly and Monthly 

Meetings in England, &c. to do the ſame» 

If the two pecuniary Queries thould be longer 


CONs 
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continued, it will be an ignominious Shame to 
Juch high Profeſſors to, fingly or collectively, 
decline correcting ſuch notorious Errors, in fo 
aſſerting their Sufferings to amount to abun- 
dantly larger Suins than they really do; for it is 
extremely evident to the candid, impartial Ob- 
ſerver, that after any Friend has voluntaril 
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Fo and ſpontaneouſly put himſelf in Poſſeſſion or 
i Occupation of any Houſe or Eftate, the Pay- 
. ment of, or Diſtreſs to the Amount only of fe 
Wo Tax or 'T'ythes previoully aſſeſſed or laid on 
Si -- ſuch Houſe or Eſtate, by Virtue of Acts of 
| Parliament, made many Years before ſuch his 


Poſſeſſion or Occupation, cannot be with 
 eny Modeſty called a Suffering on Account 
of Conſcience; and it is only the Exceſs a- 

bove the legal Demand which can with an 

Degree of Propriety be called Suffering; ſo 
that where the legal Demand is Twenty Shil- 
lings, and the Friend has by Diſtreſs Goods 
which he values at Thirty Shillings taken from 
him, his Suffering is abſolutely and clearly no 

more than Ten Shillings at the moſt, whereas 
the whole Thirty Shillings in ſuch Caſe is given 
in for Suffering, which is a flagrant Miſrepre- 

ſentation, and abſolutcly untrue ; and there- 
fore, and for many other Reaſons, in lieu of 
correcting Blunders in future, it will probably 
be found the wiſeſt Way to leave Sufferings 
entirely out of bath Queries and Anſwers ; 
an 


. 
and only require Friends, if they do ſuffer for 


Conſcience Sake, to ſend a juſt Account 
thereof. 


It has been afferted by ſome Writers in our 
Society, that Tythes were not in Uſe the three 
firſt Centuries of the Chriſtian Era, but that 
Miſtake has aroſe from the Wantof better Infor- 
mation: It was not decreed by the Council of 
Nice it is true, nor was there any Chriſtian 
Emperor much earlier, before which no le- 
gal Decree could be obtained by Chriſtians; 
but nevertheleſs Tythes were in uſe in a more 
private or Society Way, during the very firſt 
and ſubſequent Centuries, as appears by many 
ancient Records in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and 
it alſo appears by the Writings of the Apoſtle 
Paul in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Chap. 7, 
Ver. 1 to 10, that Tythes were then (being 30 
Years after Chriſt's Aſcenſion) allowable : 

And in reſpect of Friends grand Allegation, 
** treely ye have received, freely give, the true, 
genuine, original Meaning of that important 
Commiſſion appears to have been, through In- 
attention, or Weakneſs of Judgment, miſun- 
derſtood, and the Meaning thereof unjuſtifiably 
perverted. It is very obvious to the Intelli 
gent, that as the Apoſtles receiving their 
Müſſion were to go forth without Purſe or 
Scrip, &c. they were ts depend on the Be- 
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nevolence of the People where they ſo-journ'd 


for Support, without making any Bargain with 
them, by way of ſelling the Goſpel they had 


to preach ; and there could be no other than 


one of thoſe two Ways for their Subſiſtence, 


ſince it appears the Laws of thoſe Countries 


were againſt them, ſo that a Support by legal 
Tythes in their Favour was out of the Queſ- 
tion; but it does not in the leaſt Degree appear 

that our Saviour meant they, the Apoſtles, 
thould refuſe, or ſtir up others to refuſe to 


| obey the Laws of thoſe Countries, in paying 
 Tythes for the Support of the Jewiſh, or other 


Religion, then and there prevailing ; why, 
therefore, ſhould ſuch an unwarrantable Con- 


ſtruction be inferred in this Age, by Quakers 


refuſing to pay Tythes eſtabliſhed by Law, for 


the Support of the preſent Proteſtant Clergy ? 
It is clearly to me a manifeſt Error in Judge- 
ment, and inconſiſtent with our religious and 


rational Duty, ſo to refuſe Obedience to the 


Laus of the ſupreme legiſlative Authority in 
this Nation; all which Allegations are onl 


meant as a neceſſary Reſult of a reaſonable 
Defire to have a Liberty of Conſcience allowed 


freely in our Society without Cenfure ; and 


until that is obtained the Author may proba- 
bly think it his reaſonable Duty to uſe En- 


deavours to open the Eyes of the mentally 


Blind, to unſtop the Ears of the willfully 
Deaf, 


[71 
Deaf, and to diſpel the Tenorance of ſuch in 
our Society who have refuſed to underſtand, 
in order to their Converſion to their Chriſtian- 
like and reaſonable Allowance, as Liberty, of 
Conſcience , and as I readily conclude every Man 
thinks it but reaſonable he himſelf ſhould. en- 
joy Liberty of Conſcience, it is but juſt that 
ever ſuch Man ſhould concur in allowing the 
ſame to others, and that on the Foundation of 
the grand ſpecifick Chriſtian Law, 4 you 
would others ſhould do io you, ſo do ye to them.” 


Il am not inſenſible theſe Truths may admini- 
ſter ſome Pain at firſt, but let it be remembered 
what Solomon aſſerts, „the Wounds of a 
Friend are faithful, but the Kiſſes of an Ene- 
my deceitful.” This neceſſary and temporary 
Pain will prove ſalutary and in effect beneficial 
as is the Simile of a Man, after groping long 
in the Dark, on being ſuddenly reſtored to 
open Day-Light finds the Rays of the glorious 
outward Luminary to cauſe painful Senſa- 
tions to his outward Eyes, io in a ſpiritual 
| Senſe may the Eye of the human Underſtand- 
ing, long immerged in Darkneſs and Error, 
become painfully dazz/ed with the firſt Diſco- 
very of Truth, 3 againſt, and diſ—- 
pelling the old Inhabitant the Spirit of Error 
and his Government in the Soul; neverthe- 
eſs will the Spirit of Truth (fo diſpoſſeſſing 
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the Enemy) become a happy Renovator and 
Enlightener of the Mind to her great Advan- 
tage and ſpiritual Comfort; ſo be aſſured, 


| Candid Reader, theſe are wrote by one who is 


truely a hearty Well-wiſher to Mankind in ge- 
neral, and in particular to the Miſled of our 


Society, for whom he has long mourned in 


ſecret ; as alſo for his own Sufferings for Con- 


ſcience Sake through the arbitrary, miſapplied, 


and unjuſt private Diſcipline of the Society, 


and through being obſtructed from the free 
Diſcharge of his Duty; and in that Love 


which breathes for the Promotion of true Hap- 


pineſs here, and eternal Felicity in the Man- 


ſions of Bliſs. „„ 
I reſt thy Friend in the Tr uth, 
IO. CROWLEY. 


MENTAL EJACULATIONS 


SUP REM E. 


WW»: thougt no Objects ſtrike upon 
the Sight, | . 


Thy ſacred Preſence is an inward Light; 
What tho? no Sound ſhould penetrate the Ear, 
To liſtening Thought the Voice of Truth is 


clear; Sin- 


11 


Sincere Devotion needs no other Shrine, 

The Center of an humble Soul is thine- 

There may I worſhip, and there may'ſt thou 
place, 

Thy Seat of Mercy, and thy Throne of Grace; 

Yea fix if Chriſt my Advocate appear, 

The juſt Tribunal of thy Juſtice there ; 

May each vain Thought, may each impure 

"6 Defire, 

Meet in thy Wrath with a dünne Fire; 
Whilſt the kind Rigours of a righteous Doom, 
All wordly Joys and ſelfiſh Pride conſume; 
Thou too canſt raiſe, though puniſhing for Sin, 

The Joys ! of peaceful Penitence within; 

Thy Juſtice and thy Mercy both are ſweet, jor 

Thou makes't our Suff rings and Salvation 
meet : 

Befall me, therefore, whatſoe'er chan wills, 

I ſee thy Aim through all theſe tranſient Is ; 

*Tis to infuſe a ſalulary Grief i — 

To fit the Mind for abſolute Rehef : 

Till purged from ev ry falſe and finite Love: 

Dead to the World, alive to Things above, 

The Soul renewed as in her firſt end 
Youth, 


Shall Worſbip thee in Spirit and | in T ruth, 


— 
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The Soul thus becoming bade 
Frequent Communion will be happ Pr 
Experienced in the divine Spirit of Truth. 


5 Then Judge and Guide and Guardian of 
4 our Ways, 


Teſt of our Deeds and Umpire of our 
„ Praiſe, 
« True to the clear unbiaſſed humble Soul 


* Who „e ſceks r as the Steel 1 its 
5 6 „Poe, bo 


0 0 E 4 E s 


OF 


LETTERS and ANSWERS, 
| To ſeveral Fzrznds, on the Subject of the pe- 


cuniary n in the Courſe of Time. 


C in drfver 40 a Letter from . S. in ihe 


Tear 1767. 
Es Friend, 


Have eruſed the printed Letter which thou 
inclo ed to me (with my own Perform- 


ance) 


WA: 
ance) with much Satisfaction: I was always 
a ſincere Lover of Peace and true Unity; the 
latter never did, does not, nor ever will prin- 
_ cipally conſiſt in Uniformity of Sentiments n 


outward Thing, but in Chriſtian Love and 


Charity, in Benevolence and mutual Forbear- 
ance, making Allowance for each others par- 
ticular Gift, Talent or Qualification, conſo- 
nant to the Practice and Recommendation of 
the Evangelical Apoſtles in true Faith and Sin- 
cerity, fearing God and loving one another, with- 
out making an Idol of any uſurped Standard 


for Uniformity of Opinion in Things not eſ- 


ſential to Salvation for general Rule, which 
wherever or whenever attempted, by whatever 
Society, or in whatever Place, has always un- 
l Le of true Religion promoted Su- 
E Imitation and Hypocriſy, which, 
owever ſpeciouſly gilded over, can never find 
Acceptance at the Tribunal of Wiſdom, and 
impartial Juſtice: No Man, I believe, hath a 


more ſubſtantial and conſcientious Regard to 


the Welfare of Mankind, or the Society than 
myſelf; but I am perfectly perſuaded their 
true Intereſt conſiſts in making only univerſal] 
Duties the Condition of Unity, ſuch as doing 
Juſtice, loving Mercy, walking Humbly, being 
Sincere, Sober, Chaſte, Pious and Virtuous in 
general, and particularly in the Exerciſe of 
_ Charity, whoever offends againſt theſe 5 
verſal 
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i verſal Duties, ought in the Love of God to be 
"0 admoniſhed to turn from their Error, in the 
Wl Fear of God ; but in reſpect of theſe particu- 
Fl lar relative Duties, which are not univerſal, 
1 but depend on particular Gifts, ſuch is 
i Preaching, ſuch is Prophecy, ſuch is the pe- 
. cuniary Teſtimony among ſuch ſincere Quakers 


who think it their Duty,; in all ſuch Matters, 
it is dangerous and abſurd to ſet up a Stand- 
ard for all, as the Condition of Unity; and 


2 - 
— 
99 9 —— 


F thoſe three Caſes above-mentioned, do in that 
1 reſpect, in my Eſtimation, ſtand on equal 
"| PF Footing, and require great Tenderneſs in 
"0 judging of, leaſt we pity involve our- 
# ſelves in that Dilemma which the Evangelical 
. Apoſtle cautions againſt, where he expoſtu- 
_ | lates, Who art thou that judges anothers 


Servant, to his own Maſter he ſtands or falls?” 
and again he ſays, © let every one be fully 
perſuaded in his own-Mind, for whatſoever is 
not of Faith is Sin,” which latter, I am bold 
to aſſert, has not been ſufficiently attended to 
by our Society: A lamentable Error! to con- 
tend for Shadows, and neglect the Subſtance, 
which latter is Piech, Sincerity and Charity, 


Tam, truely thine, 
And the ſincere Well- wiſher of all Mankind, 
1 
Copy 


( 79 ] ns | 
London, 3 iſt March, 1767. 
Copy in Anſwer to S. W's, 


Received thine of the 29th Inſtant Yeſter- 

1 day, and in Anſwer ſhall make no Diffi- 
culty in acknowledging, I did not expect that 
what I wrote would produce the malignant 
Effect of frightening thee, &c. nor did I ever 
think ſo, I might probably ſay pleaſantly that 
I did not know how it might happen, but in 
that Particular I freely acknowledge I did 
not mean to be ſerious; however, upon the 
Whole of thy Epiſtle, I am well pleaſed to find 
it ſo very innocent, as I would wiſh every of 
thy Performances to be. It leaves me juſt in the 
ſame happy Diſlike it found me, to every Ap- 
pearance of arbitrary, unreaſonable Church 
Power, Pride, Hypocriſy, and Saperſtition, 
which I am perfectly perſuaded (however gilded 
over) will never find Acceptance at the Tri- 
bunal of impartial Fuftice. No Man or Society 
has any Right to uſurpAuthority over the Con- 
ſciences of ſincere Men, it being the Preroga- 
tive of Heaven only, who beſtows a Variety of 
Gifts, Talents and Qualifications, on his Crea- 
ture Man, and whoſe merciful and gracious 
Providence ſuperintends the Adminiſtration 
thereof through the multifarious Courſe of our 
ſeveral relative Duties, and (the above Nega- 
| | | five) 


[ 80 
(tive more eſpecially applied to a Matter, or 
Teſtimony, the Performance or Bearing of 
which, was never made a Duty by any poſitive 
Precept in the holy Scripture z but on the 


_ contrary, made otherwiſe by the Laws of the 


Land, and many Scripture Recommendations 
to obey; them. Thou ſeems to ſtartle at thy 
own Suppoſition of my ſtriving for Maſtery, 
which I muſt impute to thy Want of Diſcern- 
ment. I do not want, nor ever did, to be 
Maſter over other People's Conſciences, but 


only to honeſtly, and, I hope, bravely aim to 


prevent Zealots in Error gaining the Maſtery 


over mine, and other ſorrowful Fellow Suf- 
ferers, under the Tyranny of the preſent Form, 
and unrighteous Application of the Diſcipline, 


contrary to the Scriptures of Truth, contrary 


to the Doctrine of our Saviour and this A- 
poſtles, and to many primitive Worthies of 


our Society, who, although they were content 
to ſuffer themſelves with Chriſtian Reſignation, 
knew better than to attempt to induce the 
whole of the Society to the Standard of their 
particular Faith and Duty, or to refuſe Liberty 


7 of Conſcience; and as thou ſeems to pay ſo 
little Regard to Truth as related by me (which 


I do not wonder at) nor ſo much by far as 1 
could wiſh to the Doctrine of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles relative to pecuniary Matters, and as 
thou ſeems to entertain ſuci a Preference to 

1 | aantient 


[ 81 4 
antient ſuffering Friends, I am from thence 
diſpoſed to attempt leading thee to the Diſco- 
very of the Truth relative to the Matter in 
Queſtion by their own juſt Doctrine in reſpect 
of Liberty of Conſcience, viz. Wm. Penn thus, 
* They (the Quakers) diſtinguiſh between 
* impoling any Practice that immediately 
<« relates to Faith or Worſhip (which is never 
e to be done or ſuffered or ſubmitted unto) 
and requiring Chriſtian Compliance with 
* thoſe Methods that only reſpect Church 
<* Buſineſs in its more civil Part and Con- 
cern, and that regard the diſcreet and or- 
„ derly Maintenance of the Character of the 
“ Society as a: ſober and religious Commu- 
„ nity,” which is alſo quoted literally, and in 
Point by the Author, thou quotes Dr. Rutty 
on Diſcipline, Page 19, Line 13, and follow- 
ing. -Iſaac Penington, &c. ſays Vol. 2d, Pages 
568, 569, 570, (very much for Liberty of 
Conſcience, but for Brevity I refer thee io the 
Particulars of his Works, not having Room in 
this Sheet) but in Page 571 tis there quoted, 
„The Work of Miniſters of Chriſt is to 
keep the Conſcience open to Chriſt, and to 
b preſerve Men from receiving any Truth 
as from them further than the Spirit 
„ opens, or to imitate any of their Prac- 
« rices further than the Spirit leads, guides, 
«* or perſuades them, for Perſons are exceed- 

| „ ingly 
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juſtly exclaims againſt a bad hireling Miniſtry, 


L #2 ] 

* ingly prone to receive Things as Truths 
from thoſe they have an high Opinion of, and 
© to imitate their Practices, and ſo to hurt their 
* own Growth, and endanger their Souls.“ — 
Many others may be readily collected, but it 


is hoped theſe may ſuffice if not, the reſt are 
_ readily at hand for future Occaſions, and with- 
all our antient and very ſenſible Author R. 


Barclay, in his Apology for the Syſtem of the 
true Chriſtian Divinity, does not as I find make 
any Attempt to prove it unlawful in the Sight 


of God to obey the Laws in pecuniary Mat- 
ters, reſpecting a Liberty of Conſcience in ge- 


neral, either as applied to Mankind, or the So- 
ciety in general, and never otherwiſe than as 
relative to Particulars who appeared called 
thereto, or believing it their particular Duty, 
and to fuch latter I do alſo judge it to have 
been, and to be a Duty, and to no other. He 


and quotes, freely ye have received, freely 


give;“ but be pleaſed to note, that it is a par- 


ticular Direction to the Miniſtry, and not to 
the Hearers, therefore, and for other Reaſons 
totally inadequate to juſtify any Hearers, - or 


private Chriſtians, in refuſing to obey the 
Laws in Money Matters, ſo plainly made a 


Duty by many very clear and poſitive Precepts 
in Holy Writ, and that in the New Teftament, 


EE 

to which explicit Doctrines I am, and have 
long been, extremely ſorry to find many miſ- 
taken Zealots in our Society regardleſs of; 
God grant them moreWiſdom !—To proceed, 
thou ſeemeſt to think that I prayed for the im- 
mediate fulfilling the pacifick Prophecies of old, 
but if thou readeſt againthoumayelt find thyſelf 
totally miſtaken, no Time or Age being men- 
tioned by me, only to accelerate, which, in 
Compariſon to the many Ages which may ſuc- 
ceed, may very well conſiſt with being appli- 
cable to Ages to come. Thou ſeemeſt further 

to lay thy chief Streſs againſt my Plea of Liberty 
of Conſcience in pecuniary Matters (being ail [ 
plead for) upon the Sufferings of our ancient 
Friends; but be calmly pleaſed to confider, if 
that was admitted a ſufficient Plea, how much 


ſtronger Plea of that Kind would the Parents, 


Relations andAcquaintancesofG.Fox,&c. have 
had over his or their Diſſent from the Church 
in reſpect of, and by quoting the much 


greater Sufferings of the early Profeſſors of 


that Church, arifing from their juſt Diſſent 
from the Errors of the Romiĩſh Church, thereby 
in a great Multitude of Caſes ſuffering Mar- 
tyrdom; and ſo alſo in Meaſure the Roman 
Chriſtians diſſenting from the idolatrous Hea- 
thens; ſo that upon the whole Matter, this 
grand Pillar of zealous Friends Objection again/t 
Liberty of Conſcience in obeying the Laws of the 
Land or Acts of Parliament made by the King, 
Lords and Commons in pecuniary Matters, va- 


L 2 | nithes 


84 } 
niſhes at once, and comes to nought, as being 
a mere human Structure, which i is, J hope, by 


the Grace of God, overpowered in the Minds 
of many truly illuminated, by and through 


the ſame happy Experience which good Eliku 
of old did ſo divinely enjoy; thy Obſervation 


about ſeparating, I do not a opt, I rather 


would fervently hope, that the intemperate 
Zeal of that Thriſt of Power among rigid 
Friends, which would ſubdue the Conſciences 
of the honeſt hearted Diſſenters to their very 


rigorous Standard, may be at laſt candidly 


given up, and happily ſubſide for Peace Sake, 
and for the Sake of Sincerity, ſo that we may, as 


the Apoſtles Paul and Peter did, live and walk 
| together i in Love and Cordiality, notwithſtand- 


ing then their, and now, our Difference of 
Sentiments, neceffarily arifing from different 
Degrees of Gifts, Talents, and Qualifications, | 
which giving up aforeſaid, and ſubſiding, and 
in lieu thereof, a peaceable Diſpoſition on the 


Side of the Perſecutors, I am well perſuaded 
. would be an acceptable Sacrifice, and Incenſe 


to the moſt High | who knowsthe inmoſi Re- 
ceſſes and Motives of every Heart, 


Tom, a truly Well-wiſher 
to thy Soul's -ternal W. clfare, 
Tr 6, 


cl wer | 
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Anſwer to I. F. 
Eſteemed Friend, 


Duly received thy long Epiſtle in Anſwer 
to my little Pamphlet and having many 

Things to attend to, and at preſent not at 
leiſure to be very particular I thall be ver 
ſhort in my Remarks, and without lofing 
Time in going into Particulars of leſs Import- 
ance, I muſt tell thee plainly, that I have 
long given a very deliberate and ſerious, and 
religious Attention to the Merits, &c. of the 
pecuniary Teſtimony of zealous Friends, and 
cannot diſcover it to be any Part of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion; if the Society, or thyſelf, or 
any Friend, ſay it is, I ſhall require to be in- 
formed of Chapter and Verſe, but am very 
confident it 1s neither in the old, nor new Tet- 
tament, having examined from Genefis to Re- 
vclations; on the contrary, I find many Teſ- 
timonies and Recommendations therein, which 
do plainly make it a Duty to comply with la w- 
ful pecuniary Demands, and for this plain 
Reaſon, and becauſe I think it alſo a reaſonable 
Duty to obey the Laws of the Land in Money 
Matters, it is, that I have made it my con- 
ſtant Practice to pay them punctually, and 
chearfully; at the ſame Time I neither condemn 


nor 
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nor judge thoſe who differ from me, provided 


they are but ſincere therein; 
I have only to add, that I am very truly 
thy ſincere well-wiſhing Friend, 
T6 
Copy of a Letter to E. U. 
London, 21ft March, 1767. 
Eſteemed Friend, - ; 


HE incloſed Papers being Copies of 
Letters to ſeveral Friends in order to 


vindicate my Conduct in deſiring to be excuſed 


laſt yearly Meeting from a Service to which 1 
had been previouſly nominated, but without 
my Conſent or Knowledge : I take the Free- 
dom to recommend them to thine and Friends 
Perufal, hoping your Candorin judging there- 
of, and in 3 it may have ſome Tendency 
to promote Chriſtian Love, Forbearance, and 
charitable Allowance to each other in exter- 


nals, not being univerſal Duties, or eſſential 


to Salvation; which I do conceive Sincerity 


really to be. 


Tam reſpectfully thy aflured F riend, 


T. C. 
Copy 


17 

Copy of a Letter to I. F. 

21ſt March, 1769. 

Eſteemed Friend, e 


A Greeable to my Propoſal of Yeſterday, I 
A have incloſed my Letter to thy Brother, 
which when thou haſt peruſed, be pleaſed to 
ſend per Poſt or return it to me in order I ma 
do ſo. I have alſo incloſed for thy Peruſal 
| Copies of my Anſwers to the four Friends 
who have wrote to me on the Subject of my 
little Performance, on the Subject of Liberty 
of Conſcience among ourſelves in pecuniary 
Matters, and to promote Sincerity: Theſe being 
all the anſwering Performances of about two 
Hundred Friends towhom Ihave ſent the Pam- 
phlet; I recommend theſe Copies to thy Peruſal, 
and when peruſed, I ſhall take it very kind of 
thee to return them to me:; Ibelieve no Man hath 
the true Honour and Proſperity of the Society 
more at Heart than myſelf; but in what that 
conſiſts my Sentiments differ from zealous 
Quakers: I do not deſire to involve thee in 
any Difficulty, J have ſuſtained too much my- 
ſelf, I will not therefore require any Anſwer. 


am, very reſpeAfully, 


thy ſincere well-withing Friend, 
T.-C 
Copy 


L 88 J 
Copy of a Let elter in A N S. F. 


London, 26th March, Te 9. 


 Eſteetged Priend, 


Have vey Griouſly corifidered thy unaſked 

Advice, recommending me to leave off 
I rade, and retire, to live in the Country; 
and do clearly perceive, with much Confi- 
dence and in Humility, that thou had not a 
"Commiſſion either divine or rational to give 
me ſuch Council; on the contrary, 1 find 
myſelf much more happily ſituated, uſing the 
Town and Country alternately, as I find con- 
venient, but not ſuffering myfelf to be im- 
merſed in Buſineſs or Commercial Concerns, 
ſo as to prevail over any religious or rational 
Duties, at leaſt this has long been the general 
bent of my Mind for now many Years pal, at 
leaf ſeven. 


Thus much have I judged might not be 
amiſs to communicate, as I promiſed thee to 
confider thy Advice, which I have with due 
Attention repeatedly done, the Iſſue as above; 
and I have to add in much Love and Good- 
will, that I wiſh for thee and others a conſtant 
Attention to that divine Monitor, the ſober, 
ſerene, Kill Voice of divinely illuminated right 


. ne! 
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8 Reaſon, ordained of Gop to lead to Perfection; 
or as near it as is conſiſtent with our Mode 
of being in this State of Probation; “ God 
J was not in the Wind, the Earthquake, or 
« Fire; the ſmall ſtill Voice ſucceeded:“ I 
recommend all to the ſober, ſerene Voice of di- 
vine Reaſon, becoming ſuch by the Spirit of 
Man, the rational Soul being improved, ex- 
alted and illuminated by the inſpiring Word of 
God, or Inſpiration; being very different from, 
and much ſuperior o Enthy/raſm, even in the 
beſt Conſtruction of that principal of Action; 
the latter being a Mixture of the Paſſions with 
that which is good or common Grace beſtow- 
ed on all: But Inſpiration I conceive to be as 
much ſuperior to Enthuſiaſm, as is the pure 
etherial Flame, to the combuſtible Torrent of 
a burning Mountain ; the one Infallible leads 
to preſerve and ſave, the other tends to 
Danger, and frequently to Deſtruction. 


I therefore find a Concern, as well to apply 

Home, as to recommend the unleavened Bread 
of Sincerity, that good nouriſhing Food! And 
Incenſe, ever acceptable to the God of all 
Truth, which, although it may lead through 
'Tribulations, the experienced may therein find 

verified, being made perfect, through fuf- 
terings in all Sincerity and Humility ; all which 
is very different from the Love of Power in 
| M Church 


90 J 


a Standard for the Condition of Unity, in 


any Society whatever; and it evidently a pears 
to me, it would be much for the true Hour 
and Welfare of our religious Society, to make 
nothing the Condition” of Unity generally, 


but ſuch Things as are manifeſtly made by the 
Scriptures of Truth to be univerſal Duties, 


doch are doing Tully, living Mercy, walking 
Humbly, being honeft, ſaber, ſincere, charitable, 


not only to the Poor, but in our Sentiments 
one of another, to love and promote Peace and 

rational Holpitality, to be Chaſte, &c, whe- 
ther theſe do, or do not abound, is a Matter 


of eſſential Conſequences, to the State of the 
Society in the Sight of God, and alſo of ſober 
Reaſon, but in reſpect of thoſe other Sort of 
Duties, not univerſal, but depending on par- 
ticular relative Gifts, Faith and Qualification, 
ſuch as preaching, Prophecy, the pecuniary 
Teſtimony of ſuch Quakers, who ſincerely. 
think it their Duty, and ſome others: To ſet 

up a Standard in theſe Matters as the Condition 


of Unity generally, is a dangerous Miſtake, as 
involving the reſt in the Dilemma of either 


ſtepping into the Paths of Diſſimulation, by 
Imitation, or elſe to be expoſed to the Unhap- 
Ez een eee pineſs 


. 
pinch of being looked upon as out of Unity, 
andin Diſſipation on Account of their Si»cerity, 
of which 1 have great Reaſon to ſpeak by 
woeful Experience. 


I am truly thy well-wiſhing Friend, I 
” Copy of a Letter to I. D. 

b London 15 Feb. 1769. 
Eſteemed F riend, 5 - 


IJ Duly received thy friendly Anſwer, con- 
I cerning the two Pamphlets ſent thee, and 
having many Concerns to attend too, I laid it 
by as ſoon. as read, and did not reſume the 
Conſideration ſo as to anſwer until Yeſtercay, 
it fell in my Way, looking over my Papers, 
and having now an Hour's Leiſure, I have 
compoſed a few of my Sentiments this Morn- 
ing, which being copied by my Clerk, are 
ditinguiſhed from the other now propoſed to 
be incloſed to thee, by No. 1, at head, the 
Sheet of Quotations having been (under my 
Direction) a few Days ſince extracted from the 
Authors quoted; and the Copy of my Letter 
to S. W. was wrote in Anſwer to his Letter 
to me in Conſequence of my ſending him my 
| M 2 Per- 


10 


* 


E 
Performance on Liberty of Conſcience in 
Money Matters long ago in Manuſcript: It 
being three Years ſince they were firſt wrote 
and circulated, my Aim in all which is to 
obtain Liberty of Conſcience to do my Duty 


without Cenſure, and to obtain the ſame Li- 


berty for others who enjoy the ſame Senti- 
ments ! 1t may poſſibly be attended with ſome 
Difficulty at firſt; Truth will make ſome 


People uneaſy until they begin to perceive its 


Beauty; I hope and believe it will all end 
well, in the mean Time I ſhall be firm, and 
bear with Chriſtian Patience whatever it may 


pleaſe the divine Providence to ſuffer be- 


falling. 
I am in much Sincerity, 
A Wellwiſherto all, 
„ 
No. 1. 


weft. 1ſt. From what Cauſe thinkeſt thou 


it ſhould ſo happen, that every one who hap- 


ens to be born of a Woman called a Quaker 
ſhould all think alike, different from the reſt 
of the World, or nearly fo; and that in Mat- 
ters no where recommended as a Duty in all 


the ſacred Writings of the holy Scriptures ? 


Ad. Can 
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20. Can it be a wiſe Meaſure to make that 
a Condition of, Unity in our Society, which 
like preaching, never was, is not, nor ever 
can be, an univerſal Duty, nor any otherwiſe 
than as preaching 1 is, the Duty of ſuch Parti- 


culars of whom it is by the Gift 5 God, or 


Faith required? 


3d. Is it, or can it be, conſiſtent with the 
Will of God, to require a Conformity to a 
Teſtimony, the Nature of which is to refuſe 
to obey the Laws made by King, Lords 
and Commons, and from ſuch who do not, 
nor cannot, ſee it to be their Duty to bear | 


ſuch Teſtimony ? 


4th. Is it conſiſtent with Juſtice, Bene- 
volence, or Humanity, or Mercy, to de- 
prive any honeſt ſincere Member who has been 
educated in the Society, (and as ſuch, has not 
fellowſhip with any other Society), of the Be- 
nefit of Society, and friendly participating, 
on Account of his conſcientious Opinion of its 
being his Duty to obey the Law of God laid 
down by the Apoſtle Paul reſpecting Money 
Matters, and perfectly correſponding with our 
reaſonable Duty as Subjects of the Realm, 
and as ſuch receiving from Government the 
very great Benefit of Protection to our Perſons, 
Eſtates, ee: . 
5th, 
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5 gth. On all theſe Conſiderations as well as 
the concurrent Opinion of the Wiſe and 
1 Good, in every Age, of its being the reaſon- 
1 able and natural Right of all Men, % Allow- 
8 ane of Liberty of Conſciene in Matters of 
* Ancere Faith: Is it not a reaſonable Duty in 

= the Society to allow Sincerity of Diſſent with- 
 _ cout Breach of Unity? from Articles quite dif- 
we putable at leaſt, as not being made a Duty by 


any Precept in the Scripture of Truth, and at 
the ſame Time obnoxious to the Laws of the 
Land, which by many Precepts in the m_—_ 
Scriptures; and- by ou ane e 
bY. are required to * | 


6th. So is it an explicit Duty in the So- 
ciety to exerciſe charitable Allowance to all 


. ba ſincere diſſenting Brethren, in reſpect of Mo- 
4 ney legally aſſeſſed and legally ee with- 
out Breach of Unity. 5 


-th, J have no doubt of Geo: Fo; and' 
many other antient ſuffering Friends being 
properly called, both, to the Miniſtry, and to 

bearing. a 7. oftimony againſt pecuniary Demands, 8 
but their Miſtake appears evidently to me; to 
| have been, in not difcerning that they were 

both on the ſelf ſame Foundation, that is, not 
general, or univerſal Duties, but alike only / 
particular relative Duties, to and from, _ 
Only. 
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only who by Faith, or the Gift of God it was 
required of, and they and their Followers in 
the Society, might with equal Impropriety 
have ſet up (by another Miſtake) a Standard 
for every one's Conſcience, that they muſt all 
preach, whether called thereto, or not, and to 
have made both, the Te/{imony in Queſtion, and 
preaching the Condition of Unity. 


8th. The-recommending Compliance with 
bearing the Teſtimony for the Sake of appear- 
ing to the World to be of one Opinion with the 
Society, when it is not really ſo, appears to 
be a Species of Hypocriſy, calculated to re- 
lieve Zealots in Error, ſince thoſe who do re- 
lgiouſly and. ſincerely ſuffer for Conſcience- 
ſake towards God, will want no ſuch human 
Aid to keep them in Countenance, nor is it 
conſiſtent with ſuch religious Sincerity to ex- 
pect or deſire any honeſt Member, or any 
Man, to diſſemble his real Sentiments, for a 
Pretext to his refuſing to comply with his rea- 
ſonable Duty in obeying the Laws of the Land, 
and in Order to lengthen out a forlorn -Hope 
in the Profeſſors, of procuring that Relief in 
the Law, which cannot with Reaſon be ever 
obtained or expected; as being in its Nature 
inconſiſtent with the Preſervation of any na- 
tional eſtabliſned Religion; ſince, if thoſe 
who do not go to Church were to be exempted 
| trem 


1 


1 % 

from Tythes, all who moſt want Reformation, 
would ſtay away to ſave their Pockets, ſo 
would an Exemption deſtory the Eftabliſh- 
ments ; how far any Eſtabliſhment is, or is 


not, for the general Good of Mankind, is a 
copious Subject, Wien I do not now enter 


UPON. --- 


gth, It has appeared cds to me, upon 


a mature Examination and Conſideration, that 
the Teſtimony in Queſtion, concerning Mo- 


ney, is not any Part of the Chriſtian Religion, 


as never having been preached, or recom- 


mended, by either Chriſt or his Apoſtles, ſo 
are the two Articles about Money, as made 


the Condition of Unity, TO and ought 
to be dropped. 


| 1oth. So being dropt, as from being the 
Condition of Unity, 1 would earneſtly wiſh | 
and recommend every worthy Miniſter and 
Elder to earneſtly recommend the univerſal 
Duty, and acceptable Incenſe, of Sincerity in 
all Things, but particularly in ſuch Matters 


wherein the Sentiments of zealous Friends are 


found to be incapable of being reconciled to 


the Laws of the Land, and to ſuch Recom- 
mendations and Doctrine of holy Writ, which 
do manifeſtly make our Compliance with re- 


lative Laws our reaſonable Duty ; ; ſo being 
every 


4 1 F255 
every one ſincere in Practice to his own honeſt 
Sentiments, let Love and Charity prevail, and 

n this let our Unity confit,,-fo witheth, 


6 
Copy in Anſwer ak: 
London, 11th March, 1769. 
Efteemed Friend, . 


A BOUT two Hours fince, and not be- 
89 fore, I received per Hand of my Neigh- 

bour B-—- thine of 23d of 2d Month, and 

although I have many Concerns to attend to, 
which may excuſe Brevity, &c. I now take 
Pen in hand to anſwer ſo far at leaſt as confiſts 
with my general Motives, relating the ſubject 


Matters treated of. 


Iſt. The Danger of exciting Doubts in the 

Weak of Judgment 1 apprehend inſeparable 
from honeſt Endeayours to remove Prejudices 
and falſe Ret, © 


2d. Ir is not my Principle to ſpeak or 
write from a Motive of making Proſelytes to 


any ſpeculative Opinions or Sentiments on 
Caſes in their Nature diſputable, with the 


ſincere. 
N N 
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d. I do not charge any one with obſtruct- 
ing the Law, or willfully diſobeying them, 


. provided they are fincere in bearing Teſti- 
mony, I do commend and acquit them, and 1 


have not uſed either reaſonable Argument or 


Scripture Quotation to make Proſelytes, but 
purely to demonſtrate my own Sincerity and 


that others differing from our Syſtem may be 


from the ſame Cauſes with myſelf equally Sin- 


cere, and therefore equally intitled to Bene- 


volent, Charitable and Chriſtian Allowance. 


Ath. My private Sentiments are, that fo 
long as the Spirit of Offence is ſuffered to in- 


duce one Prince to make War on the Subjects 
of another, it is the Duty of that other Prince, 


to Protect his Subjects, and as in my Treatiſe, 
has not the Means without his exerciſing his 


Rights over the Pockets of his Subjects, al- 


though he has no real Right over their real 
Conſciences, which being virtually contained 


in mine, chou does not appear to have duly 
conſidered ; 


sth. I am forry my firſt Reaſon, "VS 
not conveyed the Idea I meant and intended, 


I mean that while Offence is ſuffered, Tlie | 


will ever be juſtifiable in Reſpect of Prin- 
ces, and that Non- reſiſtance would not ope- 
rate to the Completion of that national Pro- 
Phecy. 

beh. 
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6th. That the Experience of any private 
Perſons reſpecting Peace, ſhould be conſtrned 
to fulfil, the two grand national Prophecics, I 
cannot conceive the Propriety of, or reconcile 
to my Idea of Truth. | 


75th. If thou haſt not lately, I recommend 
| thee to read over again the Records concern- 
ing the Prophets Elijah and Eliſha, with the 
other Prophets and the Operations of the 
Kings of their Times, and I can have no Idea 
of thoſe Matters being juſt as thou ſeems t© 
infer while they are confidered as divinely 

| fForctold and fulfilled. 


8th, The ſmall ſtill Voice, there ſo empha- 
tically made mention of, I have the highett 
Eſtimation of; I make a clear Diſtinction in 
my Idea between Enthuſiaſm, and the ſober. 
ſtill Voice of divine Reaſon, or the rationa! 
9241, improved, exalted and illuminated by 
the inſpiring Word of God, or Inſpiration. 


* The Spirit of a Man is the Candle of the 
* Lord, and the Inſpiration of the Almighty 
„ giveth Underſtanding,” [Elihu] and ſo 
counſelleth Solomon, ** My Son get Wiſdom, 
and with all thy getting, get Underſtanding.“ 
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gth. In the Infancy of our Society, the 
Practice through a Kind of apparent Neceſſity 
taking Place (i. e. the Teftimony )conſtant Re- 
commendations have ever ſince kept it alive. 

roth. Conſiſtent with my 4th Obſervation 
herein, although I am ey clear that no 
Prince can, in the Sight of God, have a Right 
to exerciſe Dominion over my Conſcience 
(more than any Society) yet I for one, do 
very conſcientiouſly judg ge the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive Power in every Country, agreeable to the 
approved Law and Practice of the Country in 
Queſtion, has a clear rational Right funded 
on Scripture and Reaſon, to exerciſe Dominion 
over perſonal Eftates, ſo far as to eſtabliſh, 
and raiſe Taxes, which according to their 
Judgment become neceſſary, for the Safety 
or Welfare of the Public, and in my Judg- 
ment what they have a clear Right to ke: * 
have a clear Right to pay. | 


11th, But I defire not to impoſe my Faith, 
or Practice on others, it was never my Princi- 
pole to uſurp, or pretend to the Right of con- 
trouling other People's Underſtanding, Judg- 
ment or Faith, or their ſeveral Conſciences, 
growing out therefrom ; but rather would, as 
has been my uſual Concern, recommend to 


all, Sincerity, Charity, 1 volence, Juſtice, 


Mercy, and Humility ; theſe I believe to be 
univerſal Dutics, and 1 conte is the Founda- 
tion 


81 
tion of my Religion, or Religion itſelf; with 
the Addition of Piety, and the golden Rule; 
and I may further obſerve, as it is manifeſt it 
does pleaſe God in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence to afford to Mankind a Variety of Gifts 
and Qualifications, in reſpe& of mental Capa- 
city, and Accompliſhments; it has (ever ſince 
Maturity) appeared to me, that Uniformity of 
Sentiments, although it may be outwardly made 
a Standard of Unity, and to fave from Blame, 
or Cenſure, be pretended to be complied with, 
it is in my Eftimation utterly irreconcilable, 
and incompatible with the univerſal Duty of 
Sincerity, while ſuch Diverſity of Talents is 
ſo imparted and remains; fo ſhould it be our 
Concern rather to recommend Univerſal Du- 
ties, without reſerve , but in reſpect of theſe 
Dutics which are not Univerſal, but relative 
to particular Gifts, or Faith, ſuch as preach- 
ing, ſuch as the Teſtimony in Queſtion, I 
judge we have not in the Sight of God, or in 
Reaſon, a right to go further in our Recom- 
mendations, than Sincerity, in honeſtly giving 
up to Conviction, 


Thy Friend, 


; 
In Anſwer to I. F. 
27th March 1769. 
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Eſteemed Friend, 5 
fich Day laſt and not before thy Favour 
1 of 16th Inſtant came to my Hands. I 

| 7 Rave 
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have peruſed it thoroughly and much of it is 
to me very agreeable, but am ſorry thou 
ſhouldſt do me ſo much Injuſtice as to let in a 
Suſpicion, that I publiſhed my little Per- 
formance (on Liberty of Conſcience and Sin- 
_ cerity) from a Spirit of Reſentment ; be aſ- 
ſured in all Simplicity, Sincerity, and Humi- 
lity of Heart, I was quite void of any ſuch in- 
_ glorious Principle; on the contrary, the Love 
of Truth and Siucerity was the real Cauſe, and 
my true Motive therein; and as a Proof there- 
of (not willing to be tedious) I tell thee plain- 
ly, I have, after a long and diligent Enquiry, 
never been able to diſcover that the pecuniary 
Teſtimony of Friends is any Part of the 
Chriſtian Religion: If the Soeiety, or any 
Friend, think it is, I require them to ſhew me 
Chapter and Verſe, laying down any ſuch In- 
junction, or any Thing tantamount : I am 
_ very confident there is none ſuch, ſo it is not 
the Chriſtian Religion, but one of Friend's own 
making; 1 mean fo far as relates to thepecuniary 
Teſtimony being ſet up a Standard and Condi- 
tion of Unity; in this Friends are moſt certainly 
eng. 1 


Thy loving Friend, 
T. C. 


Copy 


E 1 TY 


Copy of a Letter to M. B. 


titeemed Friend, 


HE ſeveral Minutes of the yearly Mect- 


ing reſpecting the Teſtimony againſt 
Tythes, eſpecially that of 1706, which makes 


refuſal the Condition of Unity, and ultimately 
points out Judgment going forth, do princi- 


pally hinge on the Term unfaithful, now as 


the Society are become generally not con- 
vinced in Conſcience in that reſpect, but the 
Deſcendants only of ſuch who were 1o, and as 


conſcientious Judgment is not, or ever was 
hereditaryin Matters of Faith, and as it is agree- 
able to Scripture and Reaſon, that all People 
ſhould act conſcientiouſly in Reſpect of the 
divine Laws ; what was then inſincere and un- 
faithful in ſuch who came into the Society 
pretending Convincement on that Head, is 
now in great Numbers of our Members be- 
coine otherwiſe, that is, complying with the 
Laus of the Land in pecuniary Matters is 
not Unfaithfulneſs, but a Point of Sincerity 
and Duty; I am, therefore, clearly of the 
Judgment that it would muck tend to the 


promotion 


— A 


* * * 
- 
e 
* — + Tt * 3 E v3 x - l 
w- n % 4 3 — — * ks N dn 
- Eras Ede r oe = > hits 4. ww mY 
hl 2. * 2 223 1 7 q * 8 = Wo = 
2 * 2 48 * * — 9 * — — 
N ( wr 2s . 
+ wy E . L# * 1 ks x 4 
*. F ft Be So tht 4 „ 


5 
* n r 
« . 8 8 F I * PP; 4 
: Xx. 4 R 2 2 N * 


3 
* 


— —— Sg 
2 8 __ LOS IEG 
” "re * 
3 7 
0 4 
„ 
ng 


— 
os * 

6 9 
E 
. 
3 


. 
' * 
4 1a 
* 4 
BE ITS 
* Fe 5 
. * 
y +” * 
hi WY 
"7 4. 
9 4 Ee 
10 "Be 
- * 
1 1 * 
* 
7 
129 
N 5 
. 4 
4 « q 
LEM 
7 
* 4 
14 
1 
1 
Py 
T4 
* 
Wa 
"Ft; 
EY 
«i we. 
1 
. 
F 4a. 
BY, G 
A & 
2 4 
1 
3 1 
o 1 
2. * 
* 
+ 1 
4; # p 
LAY SS 
75 » 
b 4 Fo 1; 
nn 
2 * „ 
of * * N 
* * 0 
i 
_— 
i 981 


* Fo 

"' -- 
3 

— > -W 7 


- 


8 , 
— 4 oy & 2 
* 
. 1 cx ORE 
2 oy by 
18 4 * ” 
N aw» 
5 : A —— 


Ro 
9 


ä 


Tk. 
e N 
* 
* 


* 
a 


2 
> . 2 
2 


r 


— SE * _ 
* 


A. 


. 
ak. * r iz 


TIENES: 
g * 
Ss ve Fe 


= 


— "tr Rag, vo —__ * i 
ISL — 


1 


©® * 
= R_—_ 2 * 4 N 
— — — — — "> — * 2 2 
RR EIT 3 Pon net > CP IEA 
- + MM.” 5 — . : ”- 
2 7 4 1 - == : : 
> -—_— - * * N 
2 aq N 2 ao 2 
. E 
8 © : = - 
x — — 22 — — > . = VE" — 2 r 
= — * 2 bs 
2 — — er LE : „ 
8 
pf 2 Sz "= 1 . 
„ TS SIE. oa * * r 2 
S = — 4. 99-* 0 = * * — — Sa + — 


2 > ERS. 
K . 3 gow» ö 


„„ 
promotion of Sincerity and Truth, to have 
that Minute of 1706 ſolemnly reconſidered. 


Gracechurch-ftrect, T hy reſpectful, 
2d Day Morning, 5 8 8 
Sth 6th Month, Sincere Friend, 

1772. e 
— T. C. 
Coſy of a Letter to M. B. 


OU art requeſted, as thou mayeſt 
find Freedom in thy Mind, to com- 
municate the following Caution, too much 
deſerved by ſeveral high Profeſſors: The true 
Chriſtian, or Diſciple of Chriſt, is he who 
cConſcientiouſſy obeys his Doctrine, who in- 
ſtructs thus, As ye would that others ſhould 
do unto you, ſo do ye unto them.“ Que. Is 
it, therefore, conſiſtent with that golden Rule 
for a Preacher in a public Aſſembly, ſo to point 
out any particular Perſon, that the Audience 
who knows him cannot eafily be miſtaken, and 
then to depreciate his religious Character in 
Public, where he has not an Opportunity, 
with Decency, to vindicate his Reputation, 
EKncveſt thou not that it is the Doctrine of the 
wifcſt of Men, © A good Name is better than 
Kichcs.“ If, therefore, a Man's good W 

0 
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be taken from him without juſt Cauſe, doth 


he not ſuſtain a greater Injury than if he had 
been by the lame Perſon deprived of his tem- 
poral Eſtate ! © Commune with thine own Heart 
and be ſtill,” and then put this ſerious Queſtion, 
„ it doing as I would be done unto ?* How 
ſhould I like to be ſo falſely accuſed, or by In- 
uendo 1o attacked, either in public, viva voce, 


or in News Papers: It is much to be defired 


that every one who takes upon him to Teach 
others, would himſelf follow the divine Dic- 
zates | The Intelligent know how to diſtinguiſh 
that which ariſes from Enthuſiaſm or Superſti- 


tion, leading to the Love of Power over other 
Men's Conſciences ; and that which ariſes 


from Revelation ever leading to Candour, Hu- 


mility, Truth, Equity and Mercy, eſpecially as it 


regards Characters, and Reputation ; fo let 
this Word of Caution be ſufficient, as is the 
Caſe with the //7/e. 1 5 


Be pleaſed to preſent this to the worthy 


Friend whom thou loveſt beſt in order it may 


conduce to do Good. 
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Anſiwer to S. F. 


2d, 4th Month 1771. 


1 ch. I ver. 15: 


HESE were more noble than thoſe in 

Theſſalonica in that they received the 
Word with all Readineſs of Mind, and ſearch- 
ed the Scriptures daily whether theſe Things 
were ſo, | 


Ch. 19, ver. 27. 
So that this our Craft is in Danger to be 


5 let at . 


20th ch. ch ver. 


« But none of theſe Things move me, nei- 
ther count I my Life dear unto myſelf, ſo that 
I might TTY 0 Courſe with Joy.” ? 


23d ch. gth ver. 


Me find no Evil in this * but if a Spi- 
rit, or an Angel hath {poken to him, let us 


not fight againſt God. 


24th ch⸗ p. 14th ver. 


— — — — 2 — rr et Sy 9 


« But this I confeſs unto thee, that after 
the Way which they call Hereſy, ſo worſhip 
| I the 
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] the God of my Fathers, believing all Things» 
which arewritten in the Law and the Pf ophets: ; 


I6th ver. 


And herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have al- 
ways a Conſcience void of Offence towards God. 


Rom. 10th ch. ver. 1, 2, 3. 


Brethren, my Heart's Deſire and Prayer un- 
to God for Iſracl is, that they might be ſaved, 

for I bear them Record, they have a Zul for 
God, but not according to Knowledge, for 
they being ignorant of God's Righ/couſneſs, 
and going about to eſtabliſh iron Rg denn 


neſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of God, 


Rom. 13th ch. ver. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 


Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers, for there is no Power but of God, 
the Powers that be are ordained of God. 


Whoſoever, therefore, reſiſteth the Power, 
reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they that 
reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation; 
for Rulers are not a Terror to good Works 
but to Evil, wilt thou not then be afraid of 
the Power? Do that which is Good, and 

thou ſhall have Praiſe of the ſame. 


O 2 I Corr 
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it Corr. ih ch. 14th ver. 


So it is ordained of God, that they who 
Bs the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel. 


Tranſcribed verbatim in hopes of being 


5 ſerviccable, 
By thy well-wiſhing F riend, 
Joltenbam, . 
FETT T. C. 


8 Correſpondent to which the ſupreme le- 
giſlative Power of this Nation, compoſed of 
King, Lords and Commons, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, have by many Acts of Parliament, 
granted a Living to the Miniſters of the national 
Church by Aſſeſſments on the Eſtates of the 
Conſtituents of ſuch Repreſentatives, and which 
in ſome Places is called 'T'ythes, in others 
Taxes in lieu of 'T'ythes, in other Aſſeſſments 
by the Magiſtrates and Pariſh Officers; but 
in all theſe Caſes to anſwer the End and Pur- 
poſe of tulfilling the ſaid Doctrines of the A- 
poſtle Paul, and rationally providing 6u&/ije- 
ence tor ſuch their Miniſters : Such a Tax 
been laid on my Houle, long before I took 
Poſſcſſion of it, and which taking Poſſeſſion 
being on my Part vun] ry, J cannot reconcile 
it to Juſtice, or my Duty to Government, or to 
the holy Scrrpiztres of Truib, to refuſe to pay 
N Tares 


a 
Taxes, ſo laid on by the Act of the three 


Eſtates of the Realm, eſpecially impowering 


the Magiſtrates and Pariſh Officers to impoie 


it, for ſuch Purpoſe, in equitable Proportion ; 
for theſe good Reaſons and others contained 


in the inſpirtd Writings, I have ever ſince I 
have been at Maturity of Age, thought it my 


Duty to pay openly and honeſtly, and have 
conſtantly done ſo in all Sincerity. 


Idein, 

1. C. 
| 2 opy of a Letter to I. F. inclofon mpg the Memorial, 
Much eſteemed F riend, 


Aving g neceſſarily been much in the Coun- 


try The laſt Quarter in three ſeveral 
Journeys into York{hire, Oxfordſhire, and 


Warwickſhire, and but lately returned from 
the latter, and withall judging another Quar- 
ter might do as well for the Purpoſe now be- 
tore me, have deferred the intended Applica- 
tion; and having now compoled my Senti- 
ments on the Subject, before I preſent it, re- 
queſt thy attentive Peruſal. If thou findeſt 
any very material Objection or Detect, be 


leaſed to point it out under Cover, elſe a 
Plat Cover will be ſufficient to convey it back. 


10 me. 


I have 
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I have long judged it an unreaſonable Hard- 
ſhip handed down to Poſtericy, as a general 
Rule of Faith and Condition of Unity in the 
Society, a Teflimony which being unwarranted in 
the Holy Scriptures of the inſpired Fenmen in 
this Goſpel Diſpenſation, could never be more 
than a particular Duty depending on Times 
and Circumſtances, and relative to, or binding 
on, ſuch only who by Faith, or a peculiar 
Gitt, found it to be their own perſonal Tempo- 
rary Duty; and that in this Age, the Minute 
of 1706 and the Conſtruction thereon, unne- 
ceſſary involves Poſterity in the woful and dan- 
gerous Alternative, of either being liable to be 
turned out of the Society for Paying, or 
thrown into Goal for refuſing to Pay, which 
appears to have occaſioned great Declenſion 


in the Society, reſpecting both Numbers and 
Sincerity. 


I therefore, &c. for the durable and true 
_ Intereſt of the Society, do find it my Duty to 
uſc my Endeavours to promote Liberty of 
Conſcience in this Matter, by propoſing or 
requeſting a ſuitable Minute, allowing the 
fame 1n a ſuch Terms as may be judged ſuitable, 


1 am, &c. thy ſincere 


| well-wiſhing Friend, 

IIth 10th M“. 

1772. „ 
os COPY 


Lin 
COPY of A MEMORIAL, 


1 0 to haye been laid before 
DEVONSHIRE-HOUSE 
MONTHLTY- MEETING, 
But for 5142 Sake ſuffered to Reſt. 
J the Monthly-Meeting of Devonſhire- Houſe. 


Dear F riends, 


HE Minute of 1706, OT Members 
| who are found to be unfaithful reſpect- 

ing Tythes, liable to have Judgment go forth 
againſt them, &c. for ſuch their Unfaithful- 
neſs, being as I conceive of an ambiguous Na- 


ture, and originally intended to operate againſt 


ſuch only, who pretending Convincement of its 
being a Duty to bear the Teſtimony againſt Pay- 
ing were found upon Experience, to act con- 


trary to ſuch their pretended, or real Convince- 


ment, in paying Tythes, and ſo found to be 
really Unfaithful, and in Conſcquence, reaſon- 
ably liable to Cenſure, but I conceive could not 
by any ſincere, religious, true Chriſtian. Mi- 
nifters and Elders met together as ſuch, be 
intended to operate 2 inſt any, Who (being 
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born and educated in the Society) never were 
convinced of its being a Duty tounded, either 
on the Holy Scriptures, or ſound Reaſon, to 
bear ſuch Teſtimony, and who never pretend- 
ed ſuch Convincement ; ſince in ſuch Cale it 
would unhappily be found an Unchriſtian Mi- 
nute, militating againſt one of the principal 
Duties of Chriſtianity, which is Sincerity. 
And as I alſo have Reaſon to think, that year- 
ly Meeting Minute has been by many mi/- 
underſtood, to the great Hurt and Danger of 
the Society, and of ſome Members in particu- 
lar; therefore am themore confident in term- 
ing it, an ambiguous Minute, liable to he 
taken in very different Meanings to the great 
Damage of the Society, and of ſuch ſincere 
Members, who having very conſcientiouſly 
and maturely conſidered the Matter, cannot 
find the ſaid Teſtimony to be founded on any 
Precept or obligatory Record in the ſacred 
Writingsof the inſpired Prophets, Evangeliſts, 
or Apoſtles, of our Redeemer and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ; but on the contrary, finding 
therein many Precepts and Exhortations for 
our obeying, or being ſubject to, Principalities 
and Powers, Kings and Magiltrates, &c. eſpe- 
cially in Money Matters, us well as Immorality, 
being (as JI conceive) their proper Province to 
ſuperintend and afleſs in all Cafes, which they 
judge for the Public Good, and as Tythes and 
1 axes in licu of Tythcs, are laid on, and 


levied 


ih 
levied by Authority of King, Lords and Com- 


mons, in Parliament aſſembled, and the Caſe be- 


ing now very different from what it was in the 
laſt Century, when Civil War, Popery, and arbi- 
trary Power ſo unhappily prevailed in this Na- 
tion, and under which very unhappy Circum- 


ſtances, the pecuniary Teſtimony took Riſe 


among us, but the Cauſe being now happily 


removed, and as we are now bleſſed with a 


mild and Proteſtant King and Government, 


&c. (allowing us as a People Liberty of Con- 


ſcience) however ſome zealous Friends might 
then really find it a Duty to bear the Teſtimo- 


ny. I conceive it ought to ceaſe now, or at leaſt 


that it is not, nor ever can be, a general Duty 
to the whole of this or any other Society : And 


therefore, and for other ſufficient Reaſons, up- 


on the whole, I requeſt Information, in what 


Senſe you underſtand the Minute in Queſtion, re- 


ſpecting Unfaithfulneſs, (and I now add, in lieu 
of former Concluſion) in order I may proceed 
as Occaſion requires. De: 


I am in that Love which truly witheth the 


Welfare and Proſperity of the Society in the 


beſt Things. | 
11th roth MY, Jour unfeigned 


1772. 
well-wiſhing Friend, 


T. C. 
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FOURTH PART, being 


Letters and Diſſer 
N 
erate Orv chan, 
Since the 7th MonTu, 1773. 


THOMAS CROWLEY's 


Apologetick Preface, 
By the AUTHOR. 


Candid Reader, 


HE Author of theſe Letters, Diſſerta- 
| tions and Obſervations having in View, 
and for Motive the Promotion of the glorious 
Principle of Liberty of Conſcience with Truth 
and Sincerity; and alſo to invalidate and re- 
move Swperflition, becauſe of its very danger- 
ous Tendency to blind the Eye of the Human 
Underſtanding, and to involve in Labyrinths 

of Error and Confuſion ; fervently hopes for 
thy Candour in conſidering any Inaccuracy 
which may appear, or be ſuppoſed, in thoſe 
occaſional Extempore Performances, penned 
inſtantaneouſly on emergent Occaſions, Copies 
__ whereof, entire and verbatim, are now Circu- 

_ lated, in Hopes that the DoQrinal Parts, and 
Quotations to ſupport them, may have ſome. 
happy Influence. 


Londen, wth ah SE 
Month, 1774. Thy fincere Friend, 


THO, CROWLEY. 
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COPIES, Sr. 


T. C. Anſwer to I. G. I. S. S. B. 


I. R. I. T. and D. M. 


Am, and always was, a Lover of Peace, but 


if I ſhould at any Time have a clear, evident 
Senſe of Duty on my Mind, I hope I ſhall be 


wiſe enough to hearken to the Voi oice of the Lord 
rather than to your Nonſenſe, ant to on God 


rather than Man. 
6th 8th Month, 1773. 
N. B. It was by me twice repeated to them, 
firſt, looking to I. G. and ſecond to I. S. adding 


to the latter and that ought to ſatisfy every 
honeſt Man.” 


P. S. jth 8th Month, 
I. G. evidently ed, to want Charity; and 
let it be remembered the great Apoſtle Paul, 
iſt Cor. 13th Chap. 1ſt Ver. aſſerts thus, 


though I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men, 


and of Angels, and have not Charity, I am be- 


come as ſounding Braſs, or a rinklingCymbal. 2 


T. C. 
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T. C. declared further alſo as follows: Jam 
ready at any Time to meet the whole Socicty, 
or any Deputation thereof, on the Ground of 
the Holy Scriptures, but (fo far as relates to the 
pecuniary Teſtimony) if any other Authorities 
are produced, | ſhall demur to them; the 
aid Teſtimony evidently appearing contrary to 
the ſound Doctrine of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, 
cannot ariſe from the Spirit of Truth, but muſt 
be ſuperſtitious and a Deluſion. e 

T. C. alſo further aſſerts, that the wiſe Diſci- 
pline eſtabliſhed in the early Chriſtian Church 
by the great Apoſtle Paul, iſt Cor. gth Chap. 
Verſe 3 latter (honeſtly and evidently intend- 
ed to corret the Vices and Immoralities 
there enumerated) has been very unjuſtifiably 
perverted by the ruling Miniſters and Elders 
of our unhappy Society, by making uſe thereof 
in terrorem, to diſcourage and deſtroy Sincerity 
in ſuch Members who are wiſe and honeſt e- 
nough to diſſent from the ſuperſtitious Part of 
our Syſtem, which is a very dangerous and 
JIamentable Miſtake, fince the Incenſe and un- 
lcavened Bread of Sincerity is ever acceptable 
to God and the Foundation of all true Religion 


in the World. „ . 

Hſteemed Coufin J. W. 5 5 
"HY late Viſit on a Subject which has o 
Ca ſioned another more numerous from the 
Firtons mentioned at the Head of the prececl— 
ing 
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ing Page, having drawn an Anſwer from me, 
ſuch as I judged to be very proper to prevent 
Miſtakes in Reports, and Miſrepreſentations, 
and Aſperſions (to which I have very for- 
rowfully been long, very long inured, through 
woeful and undeſerved Experience, and which, 
for Peace Sake, I have borne with as much 
uanimity as my Caſe would admit) I have 
thought fit, having Pen, Ink and Paper ready 
at Hand on Purpoſe, to write down iny An- 
ſwer verbatim, for which I am content to be 
reſponſible, and for every other Matter which 

I have ever done, ſaid, or wrote, either of 
late, or at any Time throughout my Life 
without Reſerve, ſave only that the Holy 
Scriptures ſhall be the Criterion, or Teſt, 
whereon each impartially ſhall be confined to 
ground his Defence, or Accuſation, barring 
all human Tradition, and Writings of an in- 
ferior or ſubſequent Production, ſo far as not 
to admit them in the Diſcuſſion of the grand 
Controverſy between the Society and myſelf, 
relative to Money Matters, or Tythes, Taxes, 

or any Kind of pecuniary Aſſeſſments or Fines, 
in all which I do fincerely declare my En- 
deavours to have taken Riſe, and ſhall be con- 
tinued from neither more or leſs than a fincere 
conſcientious Diſcharge of my Duty, as it ho- 
neftly and really appears to me in the Promo- 

tion of Liberty of Conſcience, and in the Pro- 

motion 
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1 128 
motion of Sincerity, Honeſty, and Honour, 
without which valuable Principles, Religion 


degenerates into Superſtition, Bigotry, and 
Deluſion. 


I requeſt thy Candour, and thou may | ſafe- ” 
ly rely on mine. | 
Thy affectionate Couſin, 


THO. CROWLEY. 


K de not deny to others, what 1 
ce crave for myſelf, I mean Liberty for the 


Exerciſe of my Religion.“ 


William Penn's Letter to T ietſon 


I. G. very evidently appears to be | 
Superſtitious, 
Arbitrary, 

Obſtinate. 

The Grace of God is quite 1 to hum 
ble his Heart and rectiſy his Underſtanding, 
if he would but be ſufficientiy attentive 
thereunto. 


I öth 8th Month, 1773. 


75 I. G. I. E. R. B. I. G. 7. T. 
and S. B. 


BEN perſons of 3 Principles in 
Religion, not contented to confine their 
Doarine, or Diſcipline, within the Bounds 
dictated 
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dictated by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, would 


tyrannize over the Conſciences of their Fellow 
Profeſſors, by uſurping and enforcing the 


unjuſtifiable Practice of refuſing to comply 


with the Laws of their Country in Money 

Matters, reſpecting Tythes, Church Rates, and 
the Militia, and not allowing that rational 
and religious Liberty of Conſcience to their 


Fellow Profeſſors, which they and the Society 
they belong to, have been generouſly allowed 
and indulged in, by a mild and gracious 


ge = 
This Publication is hoped may produce that 


Conviction, which Reaſon and Pleas from the 
Holy Scriptures have been found inadequate 


tO. 


Quere, What Objection haſt thou to this 


being made public? 


Amor PA TRIX. 


Sent to each 16th Nov. 1773. 


To ſeveral Friends. 


* 
132 
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Influence reaches has a ſtrong Tendency 
to pull down, and ſubvert both Church and 
State, | 


Q-----;- National 


H E pecuniary Teſtimony as far as its 
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National Miniſtry, no Hirelings, their Sup- 
ok being freely given by Parliaments 200 
| Years ago, and remain ſo. 

Teſtimony really ſuperſtitious, as adding By 
the Duties of Life beyond what are recorded 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

The Diſcipline annexcd is abſolutely averſe 

to the Duty and Allegiance of Subjects to 
Government. 
They who are not principled to allow Li- 
berty of Conſcience to thoſe who find it a Duty 
to pay, deſerve not Liberty of Conſcience 
from Government to themſelves. 

It is therefore, &c. the ablolute Duty of 
the Members of our Society to lend Hand or 
Voice towards a Liberty of Conſcience, being 
freely allowed to ſuch who do not lee 1 it a Duty 
to bear the Teſtimony. | 

T. C. thinks it his Duty to aſs his honeſt, re- 
ligious Endeavours to be inſtrumental in re- 
moving Diſſimulation, Hypocriſy and Super- 
ſtition from among the miſtaken Profeſſors of 
Truth, and aſſerts that the wiſe Diſcipline” 
eſtabliſhed in the Chriſtian Church by the great 
Apoſtle Paul, iſt Cor. 5th Chap. Ver. 3. latter 
(honeſtly and evidently intended to correct the 
Vices and Immoralities their enumerated) has 
been very unjuſtifiably perverted by the ruling 

Miniſters and Elders ot our un happy Society, 
by making uſe thereof i in terrorem to diſcourage 


and 


E 

and deſtroy Sincerity in ſuch Members who are 
wiſe and honeſt enough to diſſent from the 
ſuperſtitious Part of our Syſtem, which is a 
very dangerous and lamentable Miſtake, ſince 
the Incenſe and unleavened Bread of Sincerity is 
ever acceptable to God, and the Foundation 
of all true Religion in the World; and the 
Diſcipline having manifeſtly too ſtrong a Ten- 
dency to intail a Spirit of Diſſimulation and 
Hypocriſy on the external Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion, may enlarge the Dominions of the 
grand Adverſary of Souls, but eannot promote 
the Increaſe of Truth, or the ſpiritual Govern- 
ment of Chriſt, who in lieu of Diſſimulation 
and Hypocriſy would (if in Humility and 
Sincerity attended to) by the ſecret Touches 
of his inſpiring Love, be calling out of ſuch 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. 


The pecuniary Teſtimonies taking Riſe 
from Civil Wars, Popiſh Superſtition, and 
Perſecution, operating to the Prejudice of 
Friends in the laſt Century, but being ſince 


removed by mild and gracious Government, 


the Cauſe being ſo taken away, ihe Effect ought 


now to ceaſe, and as T. C. is clearly of the Judg- 


ment, it is his Duty to pay, he thinks he has 


a Right to demand Liberty of Conſcience of 


the Society in which he was born and educated. 
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Theſe Poſitions I am FO to defend and 


maintain. 


Sth 12th Month 


THO. CROWLEY. 
1773 THO. CROWLEY 


Copy of a Letter 10 T. G. 
Miſtaken Friend, 1 
| T has been Cin of much Grief to me to 


perceive how much ſclf-righteous, but an · 
righteous Pains, Friends take to uphold the ex- 


ternal Huſks and Shell of Religion, at the 
Expence of the eſſential, vital Subſtance, which 


the Right-minded well know to conſiſt in Sin- 
cerity Truth, Love and Charity, all which are 


too little regarded by the ſuperſtitious Elders 
and Miniſters of our unhappy Society, taking 


ſo much unchriſtian and uncharitable Pains o 
maintain the ſuperſtitious pecuniary Teſtimony, 
which is a meer human Tradition of the Elders, 


and really no Part of the Chriſtian Religion. 


Who hath required this at your Hands ? or 
who hath a Right to ſet up, or uphold Arti- 
cles of Faith, as the Condition of Unity, 
which are not contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures? It is a | preſumpluaus Superſtition ! — 

am 


4 829: 2 

I am bold to declare cannot be acceptable to 
the God of Truth and Sincerity; I am therefore 
conſtrained to warn Friends miſtaken in ſo ab- 
ſurd Conduct, to fly from the Wrath to come 
by ſincere Contrition and Amendment. 


Chriſt ſaid near his Departure, „ a new 


Commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another; by this ſhall all Men know ye are 
my Diſciples, if ye love one another : And the 
Apoſtle Paul aſſerts, that without Charity 
(not judging one another) all is as ſounding 
Braſs and a tinkling Cymbal, or to that Effect. 


Thy ſincere well-wiſhing Friend, 


Gracechurch-ſlreet, 3oth 
12th Month, 1773, THO. CROWLEY. 


Copy of a Letter to a Friend. 
Efteemed Friend, 


AS my Reputation has (at the I nſtigation of 
I. G.) been attack'd by the Monthly 
Meeting of Devonſhire Houſe, againſt which 
(as it is unjuſt) I have given proper Notice of 
Appeal at the enſuing Quarterly-Meeting on 
ſecond Day, which will neceſſarily engage my 
Attention to demonſtrate the Reaſonableneſs 
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[126] 
and Equity of my Conduct in pleading in 
Print for Liberty of Conſcience reſpecting the 
pecuniary Teſtimony, ſo that our Poſterity 
may not be unneceſſarily involved in the 
dreadful Alternative, of either being liable to 


the Cenſure or Contempt or the Society for 


honeſtly paying, (as I have been many Years) 
or elſe to be thrown into Goal and ruined for 
refuling to pay, and wh ch would be very 
often the Caſe, if it was not for the Mercy and 
Moderation of thele very national Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, whom Quakers want ſo 
much Charity for, as to pretend making a 


the national Preachers of the Goſpel , which 
{ſuperſtitious Teſtimony of our Society (altho' 
juitified from the Violence of the Times in the 
jaſt Century, when Friends were haled out of 
Meetings and impriſoned for doing their Duty) 


is now (ſince merciful Relief from Govern- 


ment) become abſurd, and ungrateful to 


Government, and withal unmercitul and cruel 
to Pifterity, involving the diligent Obſervers 
ot the Scripture Doctrines in Diſſimulation and 
Hypocriſy, to avoid Society-Cenſyre, which 


is a very dreadful and unchriſtian Part, and 


very 


1147 


very ill becomes a Society profeſſing ſo highly, 
to uphold and promote ſuch Superſtition. 
which abſolutely is no Part of the Chriſtian 
Religion; not contained in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and withal contrary to Juſtice, Reaſon, 


and the Practice of all Chriſtian Nations, ſo it 
appears to me a very reaſonable Duty of every 


Parent of Children, &c. in the Society to pro- 


mote the Safety and Welfare, as well as Since- 


rity of Poſterity, on which Principle, and a 


ſtrict Regard to Truth, and a good Conſcience, 


I profeſs myſelf with - great Sincerity to be 
governed in every one of my Efforts to eſta- 


bliſh that noble and beneficent Principle of 


Liberty of Conſcience. | 
Now, dear Friend, as thou art a Friend of 
much Experience, and Weight in the Society, 
I have taken this Freedom to requeſt (as thou 
mayeſt find Liberty in thy Mind) to ſpeak a 
few Words, or write a few Lines, on the Sub- 


ject of allowing Liberty of Conſcience in the 
_ SHINY reſpecting legal Compliance with 


legal pecuniary Demands eſtabliſhed by Par- 
liament, which includes all Tythes and Taxes 
in lieu of Tythes, or to recommend its being 
referred to the yearly Meeting for Deciſion, 
ſo that we may each enjoy the ineſtimable 
Bleſſing of being freely allowed to do our con- 
ſcientious Duty without Cenſure or Contempt. 
My Doctrine is this, neither Government, 
nor Society, have any Right over my Conſci- 
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Ei 
ence in Religion,” but © the ſupreme Legiſla- 
ture of every Nation hath a juſt Right to aſ- 
ſeſs the Property of the Subject in all Caſes 


| which they judge for the Public Good, and 
the ſame 1s very clearly held forth in the Doc- 


trine of Chriſt, and the Apoſtle Paul and 
Peter, . hy 


Thy affectionate Friend, 


Gracechurch-ftreet, 1/4 


Month ift, 1774, THO. CROWLEY. 


Cory of a LETTER zo T. G. who 


was regugſted to fhew it to I. E. and 


Eſteemed Friend, | 
N the Fear of God, and with Deſires of 


promoting Sincerity, Truth, the Love of 

God, and Good-will in the beſt Senſe towards 
Men, | have to relate; that having in great 
Humility and Reverence of Soul very ſincerely 
examined the Holy Scriptures from Geneſis to 
Revelations, am confident there 1s no Precept 
or Recommendation to refuſe to pay Tythes, 
but very much to the contrary by the Author 


. of the Chriſtian Religion, and by the great 


Apoſtles Paul and Peter; and withal having 
through a Courſe of forty Years been a dili- 
gent 


| 129 ] 


gent Enquirer after my Duty by Night and by 
Day, I have ſo long been without Variation 
of the clear, fincere Judgment, that accord- 
ing to Scripture and Reaſon, and the divine 
Law in my Conſcience, it is moſt certainly 
my Duty to pay, and have invariably and 
conſcientiouſly been in that Practice ever 
ſince Ihave been a Houſekeeper, now 37 Years, 
having thoroughly and conſcientiouſly ſtudied 
my Duty on my Pillow before I began, and 
have never in my Life had any Check of Con- 
ſcience againſt that my uniform Practice. 
Now if thou wiſheſt me to act againſt the 
plain Dictates of my Conſcience and fincere; 
uniform Practice, I deſire thou wilt ſpeak the 
Matter openly, without Cunning, Reſerve, 
or Prieſtcraft, and then I ſhall know whom 
J have to contend with, as it is a deſirable Ad- 
vantage to know Mankind. I am for promot- 
Ing Sincerity and Liberty of Conſcience, and 
think as the Apoſtle Paul did; in that Re- 
ſpe& without Exception but the Doctrine of 
Uniformity in our pecuniary Teſtimony, is 
abſolutely and diametrically oppoſite. It is a 
fooliſh Abſurdity to expect the Wiſe and the 
Weak all to think alike in diſputable Caſes, not 
laid down clearly in Holy Writ. It is as im- 
poſſible for the Wiſe and the Weak of Judg- 
ment to really think alike in ſuch Cafes of 
Faith, as jt is for all our Features to be made 
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mity is therefore diabolick, as _ 


( 2130 ] | 
alike, or the Sun and an wilighted Torch to be 
alike; and to enforce a Pretence of Unifor- 

Glas 
forcing Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy, which, 
as much as any Vice whatever, excludes from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. How dreadful and 


| tremendous are then the very dangerous Ef- 
forts of ſuperſtitious Zeal, not founded in di- 


1 


vine or rational Knowledge! : 


I wtite in Hopes of ſerving the amiable 


Cauſe of Truth and the Chriſtian Religion. 


Gracechurch-ftreet, It Day 


Even, 2d 1/t Month, 1773. THO. | CROWLEY. - 


70 I. F. 


THY very uncandid, unchriſtian, abuſive 
Letters, neither of them came to hand 


before I ſet out for Oxford (on 5th Day Morn- 
ing early.) I got home only about an Hour 
ſince, and find on Peruſal too much Cauſe to 
commiſerate the unhappy Bent of thy Mind, 
which thy Letters plainly indicate. It is with 
much Regret I ſo clearly perceive thee (under 
ſo high Profeſſion) ſo extremely deficient of 
the true Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, 
which, be it known to thee, conſiſts not in the 
Love of thy own Power, but in the Lowe of 
| rutlt, 


[ 131 | 
Truth. By the latter I do in all Sincerity pro- 


feſs and firmly believe myſelf to be governed, 


and for which I deſire to be ever truly thank- 
ful to the Giver of every good and perfect Gift, 
It appears evidently to me, that Superſtition 
and the Love of Power are thy darling Motives, 
but as the Wounds of a Friend are faid by the 


wife Man to be faithful, ſo are the Kifles of 


an Enemy deceitful. I council thee to hum- 
ble thyfelf in Sincerity, and tremble before 
him who knows the inmoſt Receſs of every 
Heart, and what our Motives are. Remem- 
ber how it fared with proud Nebuchadnezzar, 
e thou art weighed in the Balance and found 
wanting.“ If Quakers will worſhip the So- 
ciety, and make an Idol of the Teſtimony, 
I thall continue to lament their ſelf-righteous 
Love of Power, Pride, Hypocriſy and Igno— 


rance of the true Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion; and ſhall not only as a Chriſtian _ 


lament their fallen State, but endeavour in 
Love and Charity to become inftrumental in 
aiding them with more Eye-ſalve, fo that 
they may at length be led to renounce their 
rare unchriſtian Error, and in Hu- 


mility to embrace the real Truth, or Truths of 


the Goſpel, as recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and by which I am content to have all my 
Writings, Words and Actions judged ; and 1 
deſire no more of thee, or any Friend, than 
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Good of Souls. 


. 
that for your own Soul's Sake, and the Good 
and Welfare of Society, and of Poſterity, 
you would do the ſame. Give and take is 
fair.” The Chriſtian Religion very much 
conſiſts. in this, as ye would that others 
ſhould do to you, ſo do ye alſo to them.” 
Now doſt not thou and every one deſire to en- 


joy Liberty of Conſcience yourſelves? then 


how do ye obey the Royal Law, while ye 
continue to refuſe that Chriſtian Liberty to me, 


who have been earneſtly pleading for it, by 


Word and Doctrine, by Writing and Printing, 
now many Tears? But how lamentable is it, 
that Quakers profeſſing ſo highly in Word, 
do ſo hard-heartedly, unchriſtianly, and fo 
unreaſonably, continue to refuſe, or decline al- 
lowing, ſo clear, ſo manifeſt a Chriſtian Pri- 
vilege ! J am really ſorry to find too much 
Cauſe to lament ſuch glaring Effects of Super- 
ſtition, unchriſtian, uncharitable, ungenerous 
Principles and mean Self-love, and Love of 
your own Power, ſo unwarrantably, and fo 
unhappily prevail. I pray your Eyes may be 


opened, and your Hearts tendered, ſo that 
your Cruelty may ceaſe, and in lieu, that 


Charity, Love, Benevolence, and mutual 
Forbearance may take Place, to the Promo- 
tion of Truth, the Glory of God, and the 


I an 
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Tam in that Love which truly wiſhes true 


Reformation in our Society. 
Thy well-withing Friend, 
u O. CROWLEY. 


Firacechurchinſtreet, 75th Day Even. 
9 % Clock, 8th 1/t Month, 1774. 


5 To ſeveral Friends. 


T is not convenient or proper to aſſert any 


Matter of Judgment ; but it appears to me, 
according to the beſt of my conſcientious 
Judgment, that I. F. and I. T. are as really 
Perſecutors of a true Chriſtian, as Paul was 
before his Converſion, and as ſuperſtitious of 
the Traditions of the Elders as Peter was before 


he was convinced by a Miracle; and withal, 


their Superſtition appears much aggravated 
by becoming the /illy Tools of Prieftcraft, in 
Oppoſition to the Doctrines of the Goſpel con- 
cerning Tythes, and concerning being ſubject 

to Principalities in Money Matters; Doc- 
trines clearly eftabliſh'd in the Holy Scriptures ; 
but it ſeems they chooſe to prefer the Tradi- 
tions of Men, or, in other Words, the Mi- 
5 5 | „ nutes 


Thing as Matter of Fact, which is only 
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nutes of our r Yearly Meetings, a preſumptuous, 
a very dangerous and dreadful Schiſm, which 
loudly calls for Contrition and Amendment, as it 
will be much happier for them that their Sins 
ſhould go before-hand to Judgment, than to 
wait the Tribunal of future zmpartial Juſtice. | 


. * Month, 1774, Aon & VERITAS, 


9 of a LETTER 70 I. F. a 


. 


I. F. 


R. s Letter under — 1 from thee came 
not to my Hands till Yeſterday, and 


| having many important Concerns to attend, 


could not conveniently fit down to anſwer un- 


til now—be pleaſed to communicate my An- 
Wer as follows: 


I prefeſs agrecable to the Goſp & of Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtle Paul, to ws. Charity for 
every Man under Heaven, who ( meaning 


well) believes in God, in Chriſt, and in Re- 


velation : his Name to Reli ion, or of what 
Name, Denomination, or Society, he calls 


himſelf, is of very little Avail in my Eſtima- 


tion; and I firmly believe it is ſo alſo in the 
Efima tion of the Sovereign Majeſty of — 
an 


„„ 

and Earth, I amof the judgment. T. R'. s Con- 
ſtruction of my Endeavours to promote Truth 
and Sincerity according to the Goſpel, is not at 
all conſiſtent with that Charity without which 
Paul juſtly alledgeth “ all Pretences are as 
ſounding Braſs, &c.” Neither 'the Name or 


Profe ſſion of a Quaker, nor the ſuperſtitious 


Teſtimony, will juſtify the Conduct of T. R. 
or I. F. or any other external Profeſſor, or 
ſuperſtitious Elder or Preacher. It is now as 
it was in the Time of Peter, © he that fears 
God and keeps his Commands (as recorded in 
the Holy Scriptures) is accepted of him ;” 


but the Quakers pecuniary Teſtimony about 


Tythes and Church Rates is not recorded 
therein, nor commanded by God, his Pro- 


phets or Apoſtles; ſo it is manifeſtly a 


meer human Tradition of the Elders ; and as it 
is attended with fo imminent Danger to the 


Well-being of Poſterity, both in reſpe& of 


their Lives, Perſons, and Eftates, as alſo to 
their Sincerity and Truth, (without which it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God) I therefore have 
long found it my Duty to explode the Doc- 
trine of reſiſting, or not obeying the Laws in 
Money Matters, which latter hath all my 


Time fince Fourteen Years of Age very mani- 


feſtly appeared to me my Duty to comply 
with; and this my conſcientious Judgment 
hath all along been built on Inſpiration 
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and the Holy Scriptures, and on the Ground 
of the Truths therein happily conveyed 

to us of this Age, I am content to meet 

the whole Society, and let them (ſay the 
Holy Scriptures) ſerve finally as a Criterion 
to ſettle the Controverſy between me and the 
Society, of which I am a Member by Birth 

and Education, but very truly and conſcien- 
tiouſly differing in Judgment reſpecting the 
pecuniary Teſtimony as exerciſed in the pre- 
ſent Age, which I am confident is moſt cer-. 
tainly wrong, ſo far, that it is not poſſible it 
ſhould be right, or juſtifiable in any, but 
thoſe who may through Prejudice, Weakneſs 
of Judgment, or Miſtake, think it a Duty ; 
and for ſuch I have Charity to allow them, 
until their Conſciences become enlightened ; 
which if they pray, as Solomon relates of 
himſelf, © Underſtanding will be given.” It 
is the Nature of Superſtition, and Vice, to 
blind the Eye of Human Underſtanding, - 
which Blindneſs is removed by Divine Wit 
dom from above z---ſee Apoſtle James, Ch. 
3. Ver. 17. = | 


Gracechurch-ſtreet, 13th _ EET : > 
J Month, 1774, THO. CROWLEY. 


27 
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To J. F. 


Emember for Admonition, it was Pride and 
_ conſequent Love of Power which cauſed 
the fallen Angel to be tumbled from Exalta- 


tion to the bottomleſs Pit. The Love of 
Power which ſo ariſes from Pride, and Self- 


. Righteouſneſs, is ever an Enemy to Truth, and 
the Truths of the Chriſtian Religion; the 


laſt conſiſting in Love, ale W and 


Sincerity. 


„ Humility goes before Honour, but an 
haughty Spirit before a Fall.” To be obſti- 
nate in Error is wicked; to be firm on the 
Ground of Right | Is righteous and glorious. 


Let theſe Maxims ſerve for a Rule of Con- | 


duct. 


24th iſt Month, 


17 74: THO. CROWLEY. 


To the Quarterly Meeting of Lon don 
2nd Middleſex. 


Dear F 2 


"Ts prevented from EE your Ad- 


Journment this Day by an affecting Diſpen- 
8 | {ation 
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ſation of Providence. It was by dear Daugh- 


ter*'s Requeſt on her Death-Bed to me, that 
would cauſe her Body to be removed from 


this to my London Houſe as ſoon as con- 
venient after her Deceaſe, in order ſhe ſhould 
lie there until the Day of her Interment ; I 
am accordingly purpoſing to attend with my | 


Family this Evening for ſuch Cauſe, at 
therefore fend you this Notice in order to pre- 


vent your being in Suſpence. 


1 intend to lodge my Appeal againſt the 
laſt Judgment of Devonſhire-Houſe Monthly 
Meeting in the next Quarterly Meeting, 


which I compute will be this Day ſix Weeks, 


which laſt will be eight Weeks before the 
Yearly Meeting, and ſo ſufficiently early. 1 
ſhall wiſh it to go from thence to the Yearly 
Meeting, where 1 hope the Repreſentatives of 


the whole Nation, with Miniſters, &c. will 


afford it that ſerious and ſolemn Conſideration 
which the Importance of the Object requires- 


Remember it is an eſſential Part of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, “as ye would others ſhould do 
to you, ſo do you to them.“ But every one 
of you would like to have Liberty of Con- 
ſcience yourſelves: It is therefore your Duty 


to grant it to others, elſe how do ye obey the 


Royal Law? or how are ye Chriſtians? for 


none are truly ſuch, properly ſpeaking, but 
they who conſcientiouſly obey Chri/?'s Ow: 
I hele 


[ 139 ] 
Theſe are my: ſincere religious Sentiments, 
which are in much Love recommended to 
your ſolemn Conſideration, from 


Your affectionate Friend, 


Walworth, 14th 2d TO. CROWLEY. 


Month, 1774. 


P. S. I am like-minded with the great Apoſ- 
tle to the Gentiles on other Occaſions. He 
ſays, let not him who eateth deſpiſe him who 
eateth not, and let not him who eateth not 
judge him who eateth, for God hath received 
him. Rom. Chap, 14, Ver. 3; and again 
Ver. 4, © Who art thou that judgeth another 
Man's Servant? To his own Maſter he 
ſNandeth or falleth, yea he ſhall be holden up, 
&* for God is able to make him tand: Accord- 
ingly I fay, let not him who payeth not de- 
ſpiſe him who payeth, and let not him who 
payeth deſpiſe him who payeth not Tythes, 
but let every one be /incere, and let all Things 


be done in Love and Charity, which are the 


certain Badge, or Character, of true Diſciple- 
ſhip. © By this ſhall all Men know ye are 
my Diſciples, © F you love one another.” See 


John, Ch. 13, Ver. 34, 35. Again the Apoſ- 


tle Faul faith, iſt Corr, Ch, 13, Ver. 1, 
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" Though I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men, 

and of Angels, and have not Charity, I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cym- 
bal;” and Ver. 2, © Although I have the 


| Gitt of Prophecy. and underſtand all Miſ- 


teries, and all Knowledge, and though I have 
all Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains, 
and have no Charity, 1 am nothing:” I 
therefore recommend the Eſſentials of the 


Chriſtian Religion as Terms of hn in lieu of 
Human T raditions. 


idem, 


THO. CROWLEY. 


T1 NJ 


OUOTATIONS 
| EXTRACTED FROM 
The Holy Scripture, 


William PENN 


4 


RoBERT BARCLAY;, 


On the Reaſonableneſs of Libe ty 


of Conſcience being allow d; 


Which were read over before the Committee 


of the Tearly Meeting as Pleas for their 
allowing me Liberty of Conſcience, and 


which I requeſted might alſo be read in the 
. Yearly-Meeting at Large, together with the 


Pamphlet, but was not allow'd, and the 


Yearly Meeting proceeded to give Judg- 


ment againſt me without either of them 


being read in Evidence, which appeared to 
me very unrighteous. 
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QUOTA TIONS 


The Holy e Se. 


E — Penn's Works. 


o IE great Caſe of Liberty of Conſci- 
” ence, ſo often debated and defended, 
% however diſſatisfactorily to ſuch who have ſo 
«little Conſcience as to perſecute for it.“ 


yy Liberty of Conſcience, we under- 
„ ſtand not only a mere Liberty of the Mind 
*in believing or disbelieving this or that 
Principle or Doctrine, but the Exerciſe of 
„ ourſelves in a viſible Way of Worſhip; 
upon our believing it to be indiſpenſibly re- 
« quired at our Hands, that if we neglect it 


for Fear or Favour of any mortal Man, we 


* fin and incur divine Wrath, 8 we would 


«he 
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« be fo underſtood to 1 and juſtify the 


c Lawfulneſs of our ſo meeting to worſhip 
& God, as not to contrive or abet any Contri- 


vance deſtructive of the Government, and the 


Laws of the Land tending to Matters of ex- 
_ ternal Nature, directly or F indirectly. FE 


From hence he ſtates the Queſtion, 


<« Whether [mpoſition, Reſtraint and Per- 
« ſecution upon Perſons exerciſing ſuch a Li- 


a berty of Conſcience, as is before expreſſed, 


and ſo circumſtantiated be not to impeach 


* the Honour of God I he Meekneſs of the 


< Chriſttan Religion-----The Authority of 
&« Scripture-----T he Priviledges of Nature 


„The Principles of common Reaſon-----The 


« Well-being of Government ; and the Ap- 
« prehenſions of the greateſt Perſonages of 


former and latter Ages.“ 


All WTEY he goes on to prove, and among 
other Arguments and Aſſertions fays, ** that 
<« it directly invades the divine Prerogative, 
and diveſts the Almighty of a Due proper 
<«. to none but himſelf,” for it is he that © has 
« endowed us with thoſe excellent Gifts of 
* Underſtanding, Reaſon, Judgment and 
« Faith,” that © whoſoever ſhall interpoſe 
e their Authority to enact Faith and Worthip, 
or to reſtrain us from What v we are e perſuaded 
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ce 1s our indiſpenſible Duty, they evidently 
<« uſurp this Authority, and invade his incom- 


„ municable Right over Conſcience,” for the 


* Inſpiration of the Almighty gives Under- 
c ſtanding; and Faith is the Gift of God, ſays 


& the divine Writ.” That ** ſuch magiſterical 


< Determinations carry an evident Claim to In- 
e fallibility;” that it © enthrones Man as King 
over Conſcience, the alone juſt Claim and 
Privilege of his Creator.” It defeats God's 


% Work of Grace, and the inviſible Opera- 


« tions of his eternal Spirit ;” © that ſuch Per- 


* ſons aſſume the Judgment of the great Tri- 


„ bunal to themſelves, and in many more 
<* Particulars are Men accuſtomed to intrench 
<« on divine Property, to gratify particular In- 


a tereſts in the World, and (at beſt) through 


* a miſguided Apprehenſion imagine they 
do God good Service; that where they can- 
„not give Faith they will uſe Force, which 
< Kind of Sacrifice is nothing leſs unreaſona- 


< ble, than the other is abominable. God will 


not give his Honour to another, and to 
« him only who ſearches the Heart, and 
e tries the Reins, it is our Duty to aſcribe the 


Gifts of Underſtanding and Faith, han | 


which none can pleaſe God.” 


« Another great Evil which attends ex- 


ternal Force in Matters of Faith and Wor- 


T „ ſhip, 
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« ſhip, 18, #0 756 than the Overthrow ing of 


ce the whole Chriſtian Religion which he evi- 


© dences in four Particulars. £ That there can 


bs be _ more remote from the Nature--- 
© The Practice------The Promotion------The 


Rewards of it. For where any are re- 


<« ligious for Fear, and that of Men, it is 
< ſlaviſh; and the Recompence of ſuch Re- 


© ligion is Condemnation, not Peace :” 
<* Beſides, it is Man that is ſerved; who 
- Is having no Power but what is temporary, 


*< his Reward muſt be ſo too. He that impoſes 
© a Duty, or reſtrains from one, muſt reward; 
put becauſe no Man can reward tor, ſuch 


* Duties, no Man can or ought. to impoſe 


them, or reſtrain from them; ---ſo that we 
* conclude Impoſition, Reſtraint and Per- 
« ſecution are defrufive of the Chriſtian Re- 
e ligion, in the Nature, Practice, Promotion 


ze and Rewards of 1 it, which are eternal.“ 


 « Beſides, they oppoſe the plaineſt 7 etimonies 
* of divine Writ that can be, which condemn 
* all Force upon Conſcience.” 


« Woe unto 1 that take Cou ncil but 
<« not of me,” zoth Ch. If. 1 Ver. And 


« Jeſus called them unto him, and ſaid, ye 


know chat the Princes of the "Gentiles exer- 
6c ciſe | 


147 J 
e ciſe Dominion over them, and they that are 
< great exerciſe Authority upon them, but, 


e 1t ſhall not be ſo amongſt you.“ 
Matt. 28, Ver. 25, 26. 


And Jeſus ſaid unto them, render unto. 

„ Cæſar, the Things that are Cæſar's, and 

5 unto God the Things that are God's.“ 
Luke 20, 25. 


« And when his Diſciples ſaw this (chat 
e there were Non-conformiſts then as well as 
* now) they ſaid, wilt thou, that we com- 
* mand Fire to come from Heaven, and con- 
« ſume them as Elias did? but he turned and 
„ rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know not what 


“ Spirit ye are of; for the Son of Man is not 


* come to deſtroy Men's Lives but to fave 
% them:” Laſtly, © Whatſoever ye would 
c that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even 
* ſo to them.“ 


on Now upon the Whole we . ſeriouſly ask, 
whether any ſhould be impoſed upon, or 
« reſtrained in Matters of Faith and Worſhip? 
Whether ſuch Practices become the Goſpel, 
or are ſuitable to Chriſt's meek Precepts and 
« ſuffering Doctrine? and laſtly, whether 


„ thoſe who are herein gur/ty, “do to us as 


« they would be done unto by others?“ 


L » « If 
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& If you once thought the Impoſition of 4 
M * Directory unreaſonable, and a Reftraint from 
* your Way of Worſhip unchriſtian, can you 
believe that Liberty of Conſcience is changed 
c becauſe the Parties in Point of Power are? 
* or that the ſame Reaſons do not yet remain 
« in Vindication of an Indulgence for others, 
that were once employed by you for your- 
* ſelves? Surely ſuch Conjectures would — 
& groſs Weakneſs 15 


8 Whether Perſccutors at any Time read 


« the Scriptures, we know not, but certain we 
are, ſuch Practice as little of them as ma 


be, who witk ſo much Delight reer them.” 


In another Chapter firm that © Impoſition, 


ce Reſtraint, and Perſecution, are deſtructive 


e of the great Privilege of Nature, and Prin- 


* ciple of Reaſon. If God Almighty ** has 


<« made of one Blood all Nations” as himſelf 
&« has declared, and that he has given them, 
5 Senſes both corporeal and intellectual to 
« diſcern Things and their Differences, ſo as 


to aſſert or deny from Evidences and Reaſons 


proper to cach---then where any one enacts 
the Belief or Disbelief of any Thing upon 
the reſt, or Reſtrains any from the Exerciſe | 


.* of their Faith, to them indiſpenfible ſuch a 


one cxalts himſelf beyond his Bounds, in- 
*« flayes 


149 ] 


-< ſlaves his Fellow Creatures - invades their 
* Right of Liberty, and ſo perverts the whole 
10 Ger of Nature. It deſtroys all natural 
Affection; for thoſe who have ſo little Ten- 
&« derneſs as to perſecute Men that cannot for 
“ onſcience- ſaxe yield them Compliance, 
* manifeſtly act injurious to their Fellow Crea- 
es tures, and conſequentiy are Enemies to 
Nature 


It was the Say ing of a Perſon once too 
« great to be named now, © that Liberty of 
« Conſcience is every Man's natural Right; 


<« and he who is deprived of it, is a Slave in 


c the Midſt of the greateſt Liberty, and ſince 


« every Man ſhould do, as he would be done 


eto, ſuch only do not er to have it, that 
" will not give it.” 


« He proves it deſtructive to Reaſon in 
« ſeyen Particulars, among which he fays, 
che that acts doubtfully is damned, fo Faith 
* in all Acts of Religion is neceſſary. Now! in 
& order to believe, we muſt will; to will we 
< muſt judge; to judge any Thing we muſt 


« firſt underſtand if then we cannot be ſaid 


« to underſtand any Thing againſt our Under- 
* ſtanding, no more can we judge, will, or 
believe, againſt our Underfianding-—--And 
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*« if the Doubter be damned, what muſt he 
« be that conforms directly againft his Judg- 
* ment and Belief, and they likewiſe that re- 
* quire it from him? In thort that Man can- 
not be ſaid to have any Religion, that takes 
& it by another Man' 8 Choice, not his own.“ 


Again, « they ſubvert all true Religion” — 
wh « They delude or rather compel People e out 
* of their eternal Rewards.“ 


Men have their Liberty and Choice in 
& external Matters. They are not compelled 
to marry this Perſon, to converſe with that; 
“to buy here, to eat there, nor to ſleep yon- 
der; yet if Men had Power to impoſe, or 
« reſtrain, in any Thing one would think it 
„ ſhould be in ſuch exterior Matters: But 
ce that this Liberty ſhould be unqueſtioned, 
and that of the Mind deſtroyed, iſſues here, 
that it does not embrute us, but unman us, 
ce for take away Underſtanding, Reaſon, Judg- 
* ment, Faith; and like Nebuchadnezzar, 
let us go graze with the Beaſts of the Field. 2 


« We next urge they carry a plain Cone 
Oi trad iction to Government.“ 


= We declare our + Roxdineky to obey the 
'*© Ordinance of Man, which is only relative 


« to human or Civil Matters.” 
6 But 


{ 152 } 
<« But after all their Pains and Good-will to 


* ftretch Men to their Meaſure, they never 
© will be able to accompliſh their End. 8 


„What Reproach has followed the Chriſtian 
« Religion when the Profeſſors of it have uſed 


« a coercive Power upon Conſcience | F: 


« Force never yet made either a good 


« Chriſtian, or a good Subject. N 
* We take the ri ghteous holy God t to . 


44 ee all Ob; Wy that are ignorantly or 
« defignedly raiſed againſt us, that we hold 


<< no Principle deſtructiv e of theEngliſh 
5 Government.“ | 

Whatever the e of ſuch may 
te be concerning this Diſcourſe, it was writ in 
Love, and from a true Senſe of the preſent 
ce State of Things and Time, and the Event 


ec ill vindicate it from Untruth ; in the mean 
« while it is Matter of great Satisfaction to 


« the Author, that he has fo plainly cleared 
* his Conſcience in pleading for the Liberty 
of other Mens,” and publickly borne his 


_ © honeſt Teſtimony for God, not out of Sea- 


« fon. to his poor Country, 


To 
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To conclude, © What ſhall we ſay then? 
but that ſome will not that we ſhould, live, 
* hreathe and commerce as Men, becauſe 
„we are not ſuch modelled Chriſtians, as 
« they coercively would haye us. They might 
« withas much Juſtice and Reputation to them- 
« ſelves forbid us to look or ſee unleſs our Eyes 
« were grey, black, brown, blue, or ſome one 
« Colour, beſt ſuiting theirs : For not to be 

e able to give us Faith, or fave our Conſci- 
« ences harmleſs, and yet to perſecute us for 
© refuſing Conformity, is intolerable hard 
_ « Meaſure.” In ſhort, that coercive Way of 
< bringing all Men to their Height of Per- 
(& ſuaſion, muſt either ariſe from exorbitant 
* Zeal, and Superſtition; or from a Con- 
cc ſciouſneſs of Error and Defect, which is un- 
ce willing any Thing more ſincere and re- 
formed ſhould take Place, being of that 
© cardinal's Mind, who therefore would not 
4 hearken to a Reformation at the Sitting of 


4 the Council of Trent, becauſe he would not 


<« ſo far approve the Reformer's Judgment, 
de though otherwiſe he ſaw as much as any 
* Man, the grand Neceſſity of a Reformation, 
* both of the Roman Doctrine and Con- 
„ verſationꝰ 1 


Further 


L: 793-1 
FURTHER ExTRACTS 

From WILLIAM Penn's Eſſay, entitled 

THE GREAT 

Caſe of Liberty of Conſcience, 

Debated and defended by the Authority 
* of Reaſon, Scripture and Antiquity, Which 
was to ſerve the Place of a general Reply, 


** to ſuch as had oppoſed a Toleration.“ 


<6 T O whomſoever Men are impoſedly or 
90 reſtrictively ſubject and accountable, 


« in Matters of Faith, Worſhip, and Con- 


s ſcience, in them alone muſt the Power of 
Judgment reſide; but it is equally true that 
God ſhall judge all by Jeſus Chriſt, and 


*© that no Man is ſo accountable to his Fellow 


* Creatures, as to be impoſed upon, reſtrained 


Lor perſecuted for any Matter of Conſcience 


* whatſoever.” 
Page 188, Line iv. 


The Prophet Iſaiah ſays, « Woe unto 


«them that make a Man an Offender 
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« for a Word, and lay a Snare for him that 


« reproves in the Gate, and turn afide the 
« Juſt, for a Thing of Nought.” 


Chriſt ſays, oy they have Moſes and the 
60 Prophets, let them hear them.“ | 


« Force makes, inſtead of an honeſt Diſ- 
« ſenter, but an Hypocritical Conformiſt,” 


<« than whom nothing is more deteſtable 3 


God and Man.” 
Page 194. 


„What W has followed the Chriſtian 
„Religion, when the Profeſſors have a coer- 
4 cive Power over Conſcience?“ 


5 That which moſt of all blackens the 
* Buſineſs is Perſecution, for tho? it is very un- 
_ « reaſonable to require Faith, where Men 5 
&* cannot ay 5 e but doubt ; yet after all to puniſh 
« thein for iſobedience is Cruelty in the Ab- 
_ « frat; for we demand, ſhall Men ſuffer 
for not doing what they cannot do? Muſt 


they be perſecuted here, if they do not go 


« againſt their Conſciences, and puniſhed 
< hereafter if they do?“ | 


Page 191, Line g. 1 
DM The 
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c The Underſtanding can never be coti- 
e vinced, nor properly ſubmit, but by ſuch 
0 Arguments as are rational, perſuaſive, and 
« ſuitable to its own Nature; Tomething that 
« can reſolve its Doubts, aniwer its Objec- 
< tions, enervate its Propoſitions.” 


| Page 1 191, Line 22. 


Now upon the whole, we aſk, what can be 
more equal, what more reaſonable, than 


Liberty of Conſcience, fo correſpondent with 
the Reverence due to God and Reſpect to the 
Nature, Practice, Promotion, and Rewards 
of the Chriſtian Religion -The Senſe of divine 
Writ— The great Privilege of Nature, and 

noble Principle of Reaſon; the Juſtice, Pru- 


dence and F elicity of Government. 
Page 199, L. 7 


" Therefore, Liberty of Conſcience we aſk, 
* as our undoubted Right, by the Law of God, 


of Nature, of our Country; we have long 
« yaited for it, we have writ much, and ſu 
« fered in its Defence, and have made many 


«true Complaints, but found little or no - 


« Redreſs.”” 
Page 200. 


End of the Notation from William Penn. 
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THE FOLLOWING 


QUOTATIONS 
FROM 


The HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


W O E unto you Scribes, Phariſees, Hy- 
pocrites, for ye pay Tythe of Mint, 
Aniſe and Cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, 
Mercy, and Faith, (or the Love of God:) 
t Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave 
he other 1 undone. 


Matt. 23d Ch. 23d Ver. 


24th, Ve blind Guides, who firain at a 
Gnat, and e a Camel. 


And again, 11th Ch. Luke, 42d Ver. to 
ſame Effect. | 


Rom. 123th Ch. Ver. 1 to 7. 


Let every Soul be ſubject to higher 
Powers ; for there is no Power but of God. 
The Powers that be, are ordained of God: 
W hofoever therefore reſiſteth the Power, re- 
liſteth the Ordinance of God; and they het 
1 5 „ reſi 
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reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: For 
he is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good; 
but if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; 

for he beareth not the Sword in vain, for he 


is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute 
Wrath upon him that doth Evik: Wherefore 


ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 


but alſo for Conſcience· ſake. 


For this Cauſe pay you Tribute 48 for 
they are God's Miniſters, attending continual- 


ly upon this very Thing: Render therefore 
to all their Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute 


is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to 


whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 


Titus, 2d Ch: Ver. I, VVV 
Put them in Mind to be ſubject to Princi- 


palities and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to 


be ready to every good Work, to ſpeak Evil 
of no Man, to be no Brawlers, but gentle, 
ſhewing all Meekneſs unto all Men. 


1ſt Peter, 2d Ch. 13 to 17 Ver. 
Sumit yourſelves to every Ordinance of 


Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be to 
the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governors, 
as unto them that are ſent by him, for the 


Puniſhment of Evil-doers, and for che Praiſe 
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of them that do well; for ſo is the Mill of 
God, that with Well-doing ye may put to 
Silince the Ignorance of fookils Men. 


eſt Corr. 1 Ch. . ˖ 
Though I ſpeak with the 1 of Men 
and of Anpels, and have not Charity, I am 
become as ſounding Braſs, and a tinkling 
Cymbal, Ver 3d. Though I beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
my Body to be burned, and have not t Charity, 
Nt ran me nothing. 1 


| Apoſtle. Paul. Judge not, leaſt. thou art 
judged. Who art tho that judgeſt another's 
Servant? to his own Maſter he ſtandeth or 
falleth. Let every one be fully perſuaded 
in his own Mind; for whatſoever is not of 
Faith is Sm. 


Robert Barclay 8 22 Ed. 176 5. 


Page 497. 

It is Argument and evident Demonſtrations 
of Reaſon, together with the Power of God, 
reaching the Heart, that can change a Man's 
Judgment, and not outward Force. 


501. Liberty of Conſcience as we have 
aſſerted, E ſuch an innate and natural Part of 
che 
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the Chriſtian Religion, that almoſt all the 


Chriſtian Writers for the firſt three hundred 
Tears earneſtly contended for it, condemn- 
ing the contrary Gp. 


506. If I may nat profeſs and preach that 
which I am perſuaded in my Conſcience is 
true, it is to no Purpoſe to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, or to ſeek to chooſe my own Faith by 
Convictions thence derived, ſince whatever | 


therein obſerve and am perſuaded of; I muſt 
ſubje& to the Judgment of others in the 


laue where I am. 


507. But the true faithful Chriſtian ſuf- 
fering, is, for Men to profeſs what they are 
conſcientiouſly perſuaded is right ſo to do 
and neither to do more or leſs, becauſe of out- 

ward Encouragement, or Diſcouragement 
from Men. 


This is the Manuſcript received by me 
from the Yearly-Meeting on 28th May, 1774, 
which my Maſter delivered to them with four 
Pamphlets, as a Vindication of his Conduct; 
and which he requeſted alſo might be pub- 
lickly read in the Yearly - Meeting before 
Judgment was paſſed, which was unpre- 
_ cedently refuſed, and Judgment paſſed with- 
out his ſaid juſt Requeſt being granted. 


JOHN THOMFSON, 
\ It 
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It was Yeſterday, 27th May, 1774, the 
Pamphlets before-mentioned and the preſent 
Manuſcript were refuſed to be ſuffered to 
be read before the Vearly-Meeting, that was 
to paſs Judgment on the Author of the Pam- 
phlets, &c. in Queſtion, by Way of confirm- 
ing the Judgment of the Committee; and the 
faid Yearly-Meeting paſſed Judgment accord- 
ingly, without fuſfiring them to be read, 
_ tho? requeſted by the adjudged Party, who 
alſo requeſted them, as a kind Favour, to 
grant him Liberty of Conſcience ; nevertheleſs 
they paſſed Judgment againſt him, without 
taking Notice of ſo reaſonable a Requeſt, 
notwithſtanding he told them he thould take 
It excecingly kind. 


1000 Witneſs my Hand, 


Scrp. 28th, May, 
e 


THO. CROWLEY. 


| FOLLOWING 
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FOLLOWING ARE 


Copies of the Proceedings 


Of the Society againſt the Author. 
Numb. I. 


Devonſhire-Houſe Monthly- Mecting, 
The Ath of gth Month, 1 77 Jo 


T being repreſented to this Meeting, that 
Thomas Crowley hath lately cauſed to be 


printed and diſtributed a Pamphlet, reflecting 
much on Friends; and the Minute of the 
Yearly- Meeting of 1706, concerning our 


Teſtimony againſt paying Tythes; and alſo 


taken upon him to impoſe himſelf as a Miniſter 


in divers Meetings for Worſhip, to the great 


Uneaſineſs of many Friends; and he having 
been privately admoniſh'd by lome of our 
Elders and Overſeers, without any good Ef- 
fect; the following Friends are deſired to 
viſit and deal with him thereupon, and make 
Report, viz. Samuel Barnes, joſeph Row, 
John Sherwin, John Townſend, John Wright, 

X Danict 
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Daniel Mildred, and Thomas Talwin, or any 
three of them, to meet next fixth Day the 
6th of July, at the Cloſe of the Meeting for 
Sufferings. VVV 


Numb. II. 
Devonſhire Houſe Monthly - Meeting, 
The iſt of 9th Month, 1773. e 


HE Friends appointed, report, they have 
viſited and dealt with Thomas Crowley 
agreeable to a Minute of laſt Monthly- 

Meeting, but without receiving any Satisfac- 
tion. Ihe ſaid Friends are continued to deal 
further with him; and to acquaint him that 
his Appearance as a Miniſter is much to the Diſ- 
ſatisfaction of this Meeting, and Friends in 
general ; that we have no Unity therewith, 
but do defire he will deſiſt for the future. 


A true Copy. 


THO. TALWIN. 
To 
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„„ 
To the Monthly-Meeting of De- 
vonſhire-HouſGQ. 


Miſtaken Friends, „ 

THE Minute enter'don your Book, 4th, 8th 
Month, being of a defainatory Nature, 
and operating to the Prejudice of my Reputa- 
tion, for which I conceive you have not, nor 
ever had, any juſt Cauſe; Itherefore gave you 
Notice laſt Monthly-Mecting, the 3d, 11th 
Month, and now confirm the ſame, that I do 


intend to appeal againſt your ſaid unjuſt De- 
famation (ſtanding on your Books deroga- 


tory to my Honour) to the next Quarterly- 


Your ſuffering Friend, 


London, iſt 13th . 
Month, 1773. „ 
Numb. IV. 


To the Quarterly Meeting of London 
and Middleſex. 


Dear Friends, 


T HE Monthly Meeting of Devonſhire- 


Houſe having enter'd on their Book 
R 2 a Minute 
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2 Minute or Minutes, defaming my Reputa- 
tion (a Copy whereof is herewith annexed} 
and as I am much of the Judgment with the 
wiſe Man. a good Name is better than Riches ; 
ſo v hoſocver unjuſtly deprives me thereof, 
does me more real Injury than if he had rob- 
bed me of my temporal Eftate : And having 
a .lear Opinion of the unchriſtian Injuſtice of 
ſuch the Minutes of Devonſhire - Houſe 
_ Monthly-Mceting, defaming my Reputation; 
I therefore in order to obtain Juſtice, do now 
hereby appeal to this ſuperior Meeting for 
Redreſs, as in your Wiſdom and Clemency 
may be feen meet; and that the Pamphlet in 
Queſtion may be read in this Meeting before 
the Matter be debated thereon, in order that 
every one who ſpeaks on the Subject may 
have a Knowledge of the Matter complained 
of before he preſumes to give his Judgment 
on the ſame, which I think every Friend of 
Candour muſt judge to be reaſonable. |” þ» 


Your fincere Friend, 


jlof ; 1 THO. CROWLEY. 


9 
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Numb. V. 


7⁰ the Buarterhy- Meeting of London 
and Middleſex. 


Dear Fri ends, 


"HE Quarterly-Mecting having been un- 
fairly miſled on the 3d Day of this Month, 
in refuſing or declining to receive my juſt and 
regular Appeal againſt the Conduct of the 
Month's-Meeting of Devonſhire-Houſe; I 
therefore on that Day gave the ſaid Quarterly- 
Meeting verbal Notice of my intending to ap- 
70 againſt them; and to prevent Objections, 
now confirm the ſame in Writing, that I do 
intend to appeal to next Yearly - Meeting 
againſt the unconſtitutional Injuſtice of this 
Meeting in ſo refuſing to hear my Appeal; 0 or 
do me Juſtice. 


Your ſuffering Friend, 


London, 31ſt iſt N 
Month, 1774. HO. CKOWLET. 


( 166 
Numb. VI. 


At the Menthly Meeting held at De. 
vonſhire- Houſe by Adjournment, 


The gth of the 24 Month, X77 


WW HER EAS Thomas Crowley, a Member 
of this Meeting, hath been long in the 
Practice of voluntarily and actively paying 
AJyches, and other Eccleſiaſtical Demands, 

and contributing towards the Militia: | 


On Account of which after due Advice 
adminiſtered to him, no further Proceeding 
was made by us, but to decline accepting his 
Colle tion for the Relief of the Poor of our So- 
ciety; but he, under a Pretence that his Liberty 
of Conſcience was infringed upon, proceeded 
to inſult and menace the Society by various 
Papers in Print, as well 1 in as Manuſcript : 


Te Barbi n i the Inconfiſtency of 
his Conduct with our Chriftian Principles in 
thoſe Reſpects, this Meeting in Compaſſion 
to himſelf, and Regard to his Family, for 
whom we have a juſt Eftecm, hath continued 
to bear with him. | 


But he, in Oppoſition to the Senſe of 
Friends, | hath for many Months ſought pub- 
luckily 
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lickly to impoſe himſelf upon us as a Minifter, 
to our great Burthen, and the Diſturbance of 
our Religious Meetings : Here upon divers 
Friends were appointed, candidly to treat 
with and adviſe him to a peaceable Demeanor, 

who have laboured with him in much Love 
and Tenderneſs, but all without the defired 
Effect, the Returns he made them being 
reproachful Epithets, and raiſing Accuſations. 


His - inflexible Continuance in Oppoſition 
and refractory Behaviour hath therefore ren- 


dered it neceſſary for us to declare, that we 


can no longer look upon the ſaid Thomas 
Crowley as a Member of our Society, but 
hereby diſown him as a Perſon with whom 
we cannot have Unity or religious Fellowſhip. 


Nevertheleſs, we ſincerely defire, both for 


his own Sake and that of his Family, that he 
may come to ſce his Errors in the Light of 
Truth, and through unteigned Repentance, 
be reflored | into Memberthip again. 


Numb. VII. 


To the Friends of Devonſhire-Houſe 
— Ourny Meeting. 


Miſtaken Friends, 

E pleaſed to take Notice that I intend to 
appeal to the Quarterly Meeting againlt 

the Judgment of this Meeting oi this Day, as L 
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have already done againſt your former Mi- 
nute and Judgment againſt me. 


95 5 THO, CROWLEY. 


N umb. VIIL 


To the Ruarterly Meeting of Levi 
and Middleſex. 


Dear Friends, 


EING clearly of the Judgment, Tan. 
much aggrieved by the unjuſt Judgment 

of the Monthly Meeting of Deyonſhire-Houſe 

of the th of 2d Month againſt me, for pay- 
ing Tythes without being unfaithful in ſo do- 
ing, as I have ever ſince I have been an 
Houſekeeper, and before, with clear conſcien- 


tious Sincerity, really judged it my Duty, 


founded on both the Holy Scriptures and 
right Reaſon, as well as the confonant Laws 
of my Country, to pay Tythes or Taxes in 
lieu of Tythes, when legally demanded. It hath 
been my real, conſcientious Judgment ever 
fincc 14 Years of Age that ſuch Compliance 
with the Laws of the ſupreme Legiſlature of 
this Nation is warranted by the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtle Paul and Peter ; and 
withal I have not been able to find the leaft 
Prohibition, or any thing tantamount, to for- 


bid 
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bid ſuch Compliance in the Writings of any 
of the inſpired Penmen, as recorded in the. 
Scriptures of Truth, . and therefore as any 
Monthly Meeting is allowable to give Judg- 
ment only in caſe of Unfaithfulneſs ; and as I am 
not, nor ever was, unfaithful therein, I judge 
the {aid Monthly Mecting have exceeded the 
Powers given, or have acted therein, without 
any rational Authority from the Yearly Meet- 
ing, upon which Ground, as well as the un- 
merciful and unreaſonable Hardſhip of my 
Caſe, I do now thus appeal to you againit 
their ſaid Judgment, as before againſt their 
former Minute and Judgment, and do requeſt 
your Candour on the whole. 


15 Vour affectionate Friend, 
London, 28th 3d CEE, 
Month, 1774. THO. CROWLEY. 


Numb. IX. 


At a Quarterly Meeting held by Adjourn- 
ment at Gracechurch-ſtreet, the 1176 
of the 4th Month, 1774. 


ICHARD CHESTER, from the Friends 

appointed to confider the Appeal of Tho- 

mas Crowley againſt Devonſhire - Houſe 
Monthly Meeting, brought in the following 

„„ 1 Report 
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V 
Report, which having been twice read is 
agreed to, and Thomas Gould is directed to 


ſend a Copy thereof to Thomas Crowley, and 
to eee Monthly Meeting, VIZ. 


A the Chamber the 4th of the 4th Month, 
. 


B* 3 of the Quarterly Meeting 

on Thomas Crowley's Appeal againſt the 
Judgment of Devonſhire-Houſe Monthly 
Meeting 3 him; 


We, your Committe having read the 

Papers laid before us, confidered the ſame, 
fully hcard Thomas Crowley and the Friends 
appointed by Devonſhire-Houſe, are unani- 
moufſly of Opinion, that the Monthly Meet- 
ing of Devouthire-Houſe had ſufficient Cauſe 


to teſtify againſt Thomas Crowley as a Mem- 


per of our Oeiery⸗ 


1 Townſed, Toſ. Hooper, Timothy Bevan, | 
Edw. Phillips, Mic.Cobham, Tho. Corbyn, 
_ Rich. Sterry, W. Tomlinſon, John Hill, 

Jacob Agar, Rich, Cheſter, T. Wagſtaffe, 
Ow en \ eſton, e, T. Hull, jun. 


Th rue Copy, 
ws HOMAS GOULD. | 


| Numb. 
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Numb. X. 


To the er Meeting of L on don 
and Middleſex. = 


- Dear . riends, 


E pleaſed to take Notice, that I do intend 

to appeal to the next enſuing Yearly 
Meetings againſt the Judgment of Devonthire- 
Houſe Monthly Meeting of gth of 2d 
Month; as alſo concerning their former Mi- 
nute and Judgment againſt me, and againſt 
the Judgment of this Meeting (to whom 1 
* chereon. | 


Yom ſincere. Friend, 


1 1 4th Month, 
1774. THO. CROWLEY. 


Numb. XI. 


T 15 Yarl Meeting to be held. 2 
London /e 2 ” of 5th Month, 


1774. 


Dear Friends, 


Ti Monthly Meeting of pedale 

Houſe having on the 4th of 8th Month 

laſt entered on their Books a Minute (as per 
_— Copy 


2 2 * * 
r 


1721 
Copy annexed No. 1) to the great prejudice 
of my Reputation, and on the iſt of 9h 


Month procceded to Judgment againſt me, 


(as per Copy annexed No. 2) both which be- 
ing, as I conceive, very cruc! and unjuſt, I 
gave them due Notice (as per Copy annexed . 
No. 3) and accordingly lodged my Appeal 
againſt ſuch Minute and Judgment in the 
Quarterly Meeting on the 3d of 1ft Month 
laſt. agreeable to the Copy thereof annexed 


No. 4; and the ſaid Quarterly Meeting hav- 


ing then refuſed or declined to properly re- 
ceive ſuch my Appeal, 1 then gave verbal 
Notice of my intending to appeal againſt fuck 
unconſtitutional Conduct to next eee, 3 
and at the next Adjournment of ſaid Quarterly 


Meeting on the 3 iſt of fame Month, I con- 
firmed the fame in Writing then duly deli- 


vered, as per Copy annexcd No. g.— 


On the 9th of 2d Month the Monthly Meet- 


ing of Devonſhire-Houſe Nee pe to enter 
on their Books another Judgment againſt me, 


00 which a Copy is annexed No. 6; and 
which being alſo manifeſtly cruel and unjuſt in 


ſeveral Reſpects, 1 agiin on the ſame Day 
gave ſuitable Netice of Appeal as per Copy 


No. 7, and accordingly on the 28th of 3d 


Month lodged my ſecond Appeal in the laft 
Quarterly Meeting of London and Middle- 


ſex as per Copy annexed No. 8; their con- 


firming Judgment thereon of 11th of 4th 


Month as per Copy annexed No. 9, being 


clearly 


3 
clearly unjuſt, unmerciful, and unchriſtian, or 


contrary to the Precepts of the Chriſtian Re. 
ligion, as recorded in the Holy Scriptures; and 


ſo extremely injurious to my Reputation as a 


conſcientious Chrijtian, (which I do with great 


Sincerity profeſs well to be) I therefore on 
the ſame Day 11th of 4th Month gave the 


| faid Quarterly Meeting Notice of my intend- 


ing to appeal as per Copy annexed No. 10; 
and according am now from ſuch ſorrowful 
Cauſe under a Neceſſity of troubling this Meeting 
with my Appeal againſt the confirming Judg- 
ment or Opinion of ſaid Quarterly Meeting, as 

alſo againſt the preceding Conduct ot the 
Monthly - Meeting of Devonſhire - Houle, 
and the eee Meeting of London and 
Middleſex, as before related; the latter 
Clauſe of the Yearly Meeting of 1706, 
being the only Ground from Yearly-Meet- 
ing Minutes, which they can claim for 
giving Judgment in ſuch like Caſes, is condi- 
tional, and doth not reach the preſent Calc, 


either in Reſpect of my myſelf, or my Ac- 


cuſers; the Power ſo devolved from Yearly- 
Meeting being in Caſe of a Perſon perſiſting 
in Unfaithfulneſs ; and then the Monthly or 


Quarterly Meeting to proceed further in the 


Lord's Power to give Judgment, as in the 


Holy Council and Miſdom of God, ey ſhall 


be directed and Suided therein. 
Whereas 
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mw in Juſtice th ctaſt. 


, 8 1 
| Whereas having myſelf been perfectly ſin- 
cere and conſcientious in paying Tythes, after 
very diligent Enquiry, and reading and ap- 
plying the Doctrines of the Holy Seriptures, I 


am of the Judgment it is impoſſible that my 


Accuſers (as Authors of ſuch judgment againſt 


me) ſhould have been, in forming ſuch. Opi- 
nion, ſo direfed or guided; becauſe it is an 


effectual Denial of Liberty of Conſcience, and 
alſo an effectual Denial of Chriſt's own pecu- 
liar fpecific Doctrine. As ye would that others 


 fhould do unt you, ſo do ye to them :” 1 theretore, 


and for other Reaſons, am very confident 
their Opinion and Judgment is not valid, and 


ought abſolutely from a Principle of Juſtice, 
as well as 1 þ to be over- ruled and ſet 


aſide, eſpecially when it is further confidered, 
what a ſtrong Tendency the pecuniary Teſ- 


timony hath to entail aSpirit of Diſſimulation 


and Hypocriſy on the Youth, &c. of the So- 
ciety in order to avoid Cenſure; and alſo 
when it is conſidered how unmerciful it is to 
Poſterity to require them to bear the Teſti- 


mony unneceſſarily (being no Part of the Chriſ- 


tian Religion) thereby expoting themſelves to 
great Danger of being thrown into Goal and 


being ruined, without anſwering any good 


Purpoſe. I am clearly of the Judgment that 
the Cauſe being finee taken away, the Effect eught 


* 


Jam 


1751 


1 am in that Love which breathes for the 
true, permanent Welfare of the Society, both 
ſpiritually and temporally. 


Lour ſincere Friend, 


Gracechurch- ſtreet, 23d of | 
5th Month, 1774. 0 CROWLEY, 


85 Tearly Meeting, I 774. | 
Sixth Day Afternoon the 27th zth Month. 


WILLIAM FRY, from the Committee 
for hearing and judging of Appeals, 
brought in the following Report reſpecting 
the Appeal of Thomas Crowley againſt the 
Judgment of the Quarterly Meeting of Lon- 
don and Middleſex, viz, | 


Force: 


(470 1 
Fore- Chamber, 26th gth Month, 1774. 
To the Yearly Meeting. 


Dear Fri ends, 


E your Committee for hearing and 
judging of Appeals having fully 
heard Thomas Crowley upon the Matter of 
his Appeal againſt the Judgment of the 
Monthly Meeting of Devonſhire-Houſe, and 
againſt the Quarterly Meeting of London 
and Middleſex, for confirming the fame ; as 
alſo read and confidered the ſeveral Proceed- 
ings of ſaid Meetings in his Caſe produced 
by the Friends deputed by faid Quarterly 
Meeting, are unanimouſly of Opinion that 
the Monthly Meeting of Devonthice- Houſe 
had ſufficient Cauſe to teſtify againſt and 
diſown him, 


William Kilsby, Samuel Eaton, William Fry, 
Edm. Portſmouth, Richard Lowe, John Storer, 
John Kendall, John Morris, Henry Wilkins, 
James Backhouſe, Moſes Neave, Wm. Chandler, 


which being twice read, and ſolidly conſi- 
dered, this Meeting doth confirm the ſame, 


177 1 
His ſubſequent LETTERS on that 


Occaſion. 


For the PUBLIC LEDGER. 


To Inpivipuars of the PeoPLE call'd 
QvaKEeRs, in London. 


HE Author of the printed Letter handed 
about ſigned Philo Libertatis, ſhould be 

willing to allow, as well as take LIBERT , 
_ (1 ſuppoſe he means the Liberty of Conſcience) 
which latter is all I have ever pleaded for, 
either in Print or viva voce, and as it is no 
more than the natural inherent Right of Man- 
kind, agreeable to the Goſpel and Reaſon, as 
alſo to the juſt Pleas of our ancient worthy 
Friends, William Penn, and Robert Barclay, 
I think myſelf very cruelly and unmercifully 
attacked by Revilings that are abſolutely 
falſe, and of which I am entirely innocent ; 
but it has been in every Age the hard Lot of 
the true Chriſtian, to meet with ſuch unde- 
ſerved Sufferings from the ſuperſtitious pha- 
raſaical external Profeſſors. It was ſo in the 
Time of Chriſt on Earth, and ſo remains. 


The Performance in Queſtion appears to 
be an Anſwer to a Letter ſigned Zeno, in- 


ſerted in the Public Ledger of the 14th Inft. 
YA Jam 


1178 } 
Jam entirely ignorant who indicted, wrote, | 
or cauſed it to be printed and publith'd ; but || 
as it appeared to me to be very ſenſible, and ö 
favourable to Chriſtian Allowance, of Liberty | 
of Conſcience, and to private Juſtice, I there- | 
1 fore purchaſed and diſtributed ſome of the | 
1 Papers and Letters printed ſeparately, and 
x from no other Motive, than promoting Li- 
berty of Conſcience and Juſtice: But the 
Letter in Anſwer appears to contain many ab- 
ſurd Suppoſitions and Conclufions therefrom, 

_ equally abſurd and unfair, and alſo many ab- 
ſolute abufive falſe Allegations, for which no 
real Cauſe was ever given; it is evidently 
therefore extremely unbecoming one profeſ- 

ſing the Chriſtian Religion, which confiſts 
in Love, Charity, Truth, and Sincerity, of 
which the Author appears very ignorant. The 
Letter ſigned W. Welſh alſo in the Public 
Ledger of the 20th Inſt. contains Aﬀertions 
which ſavours abundantly more of Popery than 
truc Proteſtant Chriſtianity, and ſcarce de- 
ſerves an Anſwer, which arbitrary very un- 

_ chriſtian Poſitions, I am ready to refute in 
publ:c, but at preſent delay it for private 
Reaſons. e 


The Teſtimony is certainly ſuperſtitious, 
and whoever takes ſuch unjuſtifiable Pains to 
miſlead the Youth of the Society, if rough 


[19] 


Fear of Cenſure any ofthem ſhould be miſled 


do bear the ſaid Teſtimony, and ſo become 
legally impriſoned, for refoalting againſt the 


pecuniary Laws of his Country, enacted by 
the King in his Parliament, if ſuch ſhould die 


there, their Blood will moſt certainly lie at 


the Door of thoſe, who through a violent 


Love of their own unrighteous, Power, in- 


force ſuch a very unchriſtian, dangerous, un- 


neceſſary, unprofitable and abſurd Doctrine. If 


ſuch impriſoned Perſon, ſo miſled, ſhould with 


with his Family be ruined in their Circum- 


ſtances, ſuch Ruin will clearly lie at the Door 
of the ſuperſtitious Upholders of ſo dangerous 
Tenets, as a Rule of Faith and Condition. of 
Unity. And mind, well! I now again re- 


peatedly aſſert, as on many former Occaſions, 


| blame none for his private Opinion, or con- 
ſequent Practice, if fincere ; but it is his in- 


forcing his Unchriſtian Errors as a Condition 


of Memberſhip in the Society, wherein I was 


born and educated, that I blame him for, 
and very JUSTLY ! his Allegations to the 
contrary are abſolutely a NoToR10Us FALSE 
CHARGE ; my Principle is and always has 


been to allow, to exerciſe, and to require 


LIBERTY oF CONSCIENCE ; and it is for this 
I am fo impioufly and wickedly perſecuted, 
by the PHARISEEs of the preſent Age. 
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1 abt, 4 am at any Time ready to 
rove, from the ſacred M ritings of the inf} pired 
Peninch, that my Conduct in paying Tythes, 
is not only a Duty to Government, but 
to the juſt Doctrines of Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles; and although I have never yet pub- | 


lithed any Society ' Diſpute or Concerns in 
the public Papers, or for Sale, it is but a Juſ- 
tice due to my own juſt Reputation, to pub - 


lich at large the Particulars of my Endeavours 


to promote Sincerity and Liberty of Con- 


ſcience, being all I have pleaded for, relative 


to the Matter of our pecuhiary Dodrines, all 


uhich Endeavours, N- I have been ſo 


unchriſtianly, and fo baicl y reviled and per- 
during Life, be 
ready to honeſtly maintain and defend on a 


Bottom of unſhaken true Chriſtian Principle, 


of juſtifiable Self-defence, attended with Love 

3 Charity in uſing Endeavours to open the 
Eyes of the mentally Blind, and in ſoftening 
the Hearts of the Self- righteous Lovers of 
their own Power, Pride, and Superſtition, 
and convincing them of the Truths of the 


true Chriſtian Religion, of which many . 


PIO fo very ignorant. 
A Rational Chriſtian, 
1 HO. CR ROWLEY. 


[ 181 ] 
To the Printer of the Public Ledger. 


HE Anſwer of S. M. which he deno- 
minates ZENO coNnsSIDERED, in Re- 
<* Ply to his Letter againſt the Qu ARK ERS, in- 
* ſerted in this Paper the 14th of May,” and 
which Reply (under the Signature of S. M. 
inſerted in your Paper of Monday laſt) evident- 
ly appearing, in ſeveral Parts thereof, very 
partial, unjuſt, inſincere, and unchriſtian, 
the Perſon obliquely; and by inuendo, at- 
_— in his Reputation therein, now takes 
his Pen, in order (in ſome Meaſure) to 
E. Juſtice to his Reputation, ſo sLIL V, ſo 
cuN NIN GL, and fo baſely degraded, for no 
other Cauſe than his honeſt] yo fincerely, and 
conſcientiouſly doing his Duty, in paying 
Tythes, and vindicating his Conduct therein 
by REASONABLE ARGUMENTS viv voce, in 
Manuſcripts and in Print, drawn from the 
DocrRINES of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, as 
contained in the ſacred inſpired Writings of 
the Holy Scriptures—as alſo from the ver 
valuable Writings of the two celebrated Wri- 
ters of their own SOCIETY, viz. William 
Penn and Robert Barclay, on the FEW of 
LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE. 
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At the Cloſe of the zoth Line of 8. M. 5 
Reply he aſſerts thus, They (the Quakers) 
* hold themſelves AMENABLE to the Docs 
* trines of SRIPTURE for their TENETS and 
© the avyowtD Laws of MoRrariry.” In 
anſwer to which, I have to lay, out of thy 
own Mouth (or Hand-writing 111 ll COR - 
demn thee.——T hou, and the cicty io 
which thou belongs, hold an unjuſt 1 
That it is unchriſtian to pay LVTUES;“ 
whereas the Author of the Chriſtian Rel; gion, | 
in thelaſt Year of his Life on Earth, as record- 
ed in Chap. xxiii. Ver. 25, ,of the Evangeliſt 
Matthew, and in Chap: xi. Ver. 42. of the 
Iwangelift Luke, aſſerts, in plain cxprefliye 
Language, that Tythes ought not to be 
id.” Ergo, as thou (I 
ſuppoſe on behalf of the Society) aſſerts they 


hold themſelves AMENABLE to ſuch Doc- 


trines, and nevertheleſs have impiouſly and 

dithoneſtly, for a long Courſe of Years, ſet 
at Nought ſuch poſitive Doctrine of Chriſt 
himſelf, it appears a Matter very proper to 
come under the Confideration of the Had of 


the Chriſtian Church of this Nation, and his 


{and Chriſt's) Subſtitutes in HoLy ORDERS, 
10 rake him at his Word, being “ amenable 
according to his own Terms) to the Doc- 
* TRINE of OCRIPTURES:” and the plain 


 nofitive 


1183) 


zofitive Doris of Scriptures is, as recorded 
in the 13th Chapter of the Apoſtle Paul to 
the Romans, Verſe 1. © Let every Soul be 
ce ſubject to the highter Powers, for there is 


no Power but of God: The Powers that 


„ be, are ordained of God,” ——-Ver. 2. 


*« Wholoever therefore reſiſteth the PowER, | 


w refiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they 


te that reſiſt thall receive to themſelves 4G 


* nation.” (No doubt but the Power here 
meant was the 4 A temporal Power in 
each Nation.)—— Ver. 3. For Rulers are 
* nota Terror to good Works, but to evil 

% Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power? 
* Do that which is good, and thou ſhall have 


« Praiſe of the fame.” —— Ver. 4. For he 
* is the Miniſter of God to thee for Good; 
© but if thou do that which is Evil, be afraid, 


< for he beareth not the Sword in vain ; for 
_ & he is the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to 
execute Wrath upon him that doth 
* Evil.” 
needs W SUBJECT, not only for Wrath, 
* but alſo for ConsC i ENCE-SAKE,” —— Yer. 
* 6, For this very Cauſe pay you TR1- 


© BUTE alſo; for they are God's Miniſters | 


attending continually upon this very 
* 'Thing.” Ver. 7. Render therefore to 


all their Duzs, Tribute to whom Tribute 
ws due, Cus ro to Ces don, Fear to whom 


Fear 


Ver. 3. Wherefore ye muſt 
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Paul, in his Epiſtle to Titus, Chap. 1ii. Ver. 
T, © Put them in mind to be $vUsJEcT to 
© PRINCIPALITIES and Powrrs, to obey 
we MAGISTRATES, to be ready to ever good 
„ Work.”-— Again, in the Firſt Epiſtle 
General of Peter, Chap. ii. Ver. 13. * Submit 


«yourſelf to every Ordinance of Man, for 
* the Lord's Sake; whether it be to the 


% KiNG, as SUPREME,” Ver. 14. © Or 


4 unto Governors, as unto them that are ſent 
by him for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well:“ 
Ver 153. For ſo is the WiLL or Gop; that 
with well-doing ye may put to Silence the 


« IoNORANCE of FOOLISH MEN.“ -Ver. 
I5, As free, and not uſing your Liberty 
for a Cloke of Mariciovsness, but as 
the SeRvanTs or Gop.”—— Ver. 17. 
* Honour all Men, love the Brotherhood, 
© FEAR God, HONOUR THE KiNG.” 


Then, in the 24th Line, he S. M .) ſays, 
« A Breach of the latter (Morality) being 
held by them ſo incompatible with ever 
* Pretence to the FORMER (Doctrines of the 


« Scripture) as render its Agent an indiſpen- 


e ſible Subject of Cenſure, removeable from 
8 their Seat of Judgment, from the | 
enefit 


185 J 


* Benefit of charitable Relief in their Society; 
and more eſpecially from the ſacred Voca- 
4 tion of publickly preaching about Righ- 
< teouſneſs, and Judgment to come.”-—The 
24th, and following Lines, appear jeſuiti- 
cal, by intended IMPLIcaTION, holding 
forth that the late Member in Queſtion had 
been guilty of immoral Conduct; which 
he has all his Life-time, (now ſixty Years of 
Age) through the Bleſſing of Divine Grace, 
been preſerved from. Such jeſuitical Inuendo 

evidently appears cruel, unchriſtian, and 
Wholly averſe to the grand ſpecific Chriſtian 
Law, © As ye would that others ſhould do to 
„ you, ſo do ye to them !*——Then follow 
Lines 47 to 37, which are, in every Particu- 
lar, the Reverſe of Truth. 


The much injured, late ſincere Friend and 
Benefactor of S. M. who appears to T. C. to 
be very ungrateful to God and his Friend, and 
one who knows much better than he acts; and 
therefore to him is applicable the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, He who knows his Maſter's Will, 


- doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many 
08 N a 


8. M's 5 former F riend and Advocate, ; 


5 C. 
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For the PUBLIC LEDGER. 
To te QUAKERS. 
THE late Member of the Society of People 

called Quakers, now again takes up his 
Pen (having an Hour's Leiſure) in order to 


vindicate a little further his injured Reputa- 
tion. Solomon juſtly ſays, ** A good Name is 


better than Riches,” therefore he or they, who, 


without juſt Cauſe, take away a Man's Repu- 
tation, or are aiding or aſſiſting his Comrades 
in violently and unjuſtly ee Oe 
municating, and entering on their Books of 
Record ſuch unjuſt, defamatory Minutes, 
robbing an honeſt Member, born and educas 
ted among them, of his juſt Reputation, I 
think (as a neceſſary Conſequence of the 1aid 
Juſt Doctrine of Solomon) is worſe in Princi- 
ple than him, who, to ſatisfy Hunger, &c, 
robs him of his perſonal or real Eſtate. 


Query. What juſt Puniſhment is there- 
fore due to thoſe who have been guilty, or 
acceſſary, in ſuch malicious, cruel, unchriſ- 
tian, unjuſtifiable Conduct? Surely they (if 
not deſerving corporeal Puniſhment) deſerve 
the Deteſtation and Contempt of all Chriſtian 
People, as being violent Lovers of their own 

e : prieſtly 


1 


prieſtly Powers, over the Chriſtian Conſci- 


ences of their Members, who are honeſt and 


reſolute enough to regulate their Conduct by 


the Laws of God, through the Miniſtration 
of Moſes, and confirmed by Chriſt (as re- 
corded in the Evangeliſts, Matthew and 
Luke (in Preference to the oppoſite Principle, 
and ſevere Unchriſtian Rules, of the ſaid So- 
ciety, which they have unchriſtianly made 


the Condition of Memberſbip, even to ſuch 


who, (not by voluntary Option) but in the 


Courſe of Providence, was born and educated 
among them, which the late Member T. C. 
judges (and has ſolemnly pleaded before the 
general national Aſſembly) no Society in this 


Nation hath any juſt or legal Right to do; 


but on the contrary, appears to me an im- 


pious Preſumption, inconſiſtent with their 


Duty to God, and their Duty to the King in 
his Parliament, ſo unchriſtianly rebelling 


againſt their Laws, by ſetting up as the Con- 
dition of Memberſhip, as aforeſaid, ſuch their 
own unſcriptural, diſhoneft Rules, in direct 


Oppoſition to the ſacred Writings of the in- 


ſpired Penmen, and alſo in direct Oppoſition 
to the juſt Laws of their Country. Is it not 
almoſt too bad to be believed, that the People 


called Quakers, whoſe Progenitors ſo witely 


and ſo effectually pleaded with Government, in 


the laſt Century, for Liberty of Conſcience, 
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and obtained the ſame of King William in 
his Parliament; by the Act of Toleration, in 
the firſt Year of his good Reign, ſhould now 
deny that moſt valuable Privilege to a late re- 
putable Member, born and educated . 
them, and who hath the Laws of God, o 
Chriſt, of his Apaſtles, and of his Country, on 
his Side, reſpecting his ſteady Conduct, in 
actively and honeſtly paying Tythes, when 
legally demanded, and which he (in lieu of 
hy pocritically concealing it as many do) 
openly acknowledged as his conſtant conſcien- 
tious Practice? ] ſay, is it not almoſt too bad 
to be believed, that the degenerated Deſcen- 
dants of ſuch formerly, fo highly favoured 
People, ſhould now ſo unchriſtianly, ſo cruelly, 
and fo very baſely uſurp, and exerciſe Domi- 
nion. over the Conſciences of their own 
Members, by ſubjugating them to their 
unrighteous Rules, ſet up and exerciſed in 
their Meetings of Diſcipline, (although never 
mentioned in their Sermons, nor in Barclay's 
_ Syſtem of the tive Chriſtian Divinity) as an 
Engine to manufacture the Conſcien ces of 
their Members, pliable to their own Standard, 
and rebellious to the juſt Laws of the Chriſtian | 
Religion, and to the Laws of the State alſo, 
nevertheleſs it is too Zrue : And T. C. has been 
violently and rudely diſcxened and condemned, 
which was confirmed Without Mercy in their 
late 
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late Yearly-Meeting, held in White-Hart- 
Court; and even while he was upon his Feet, 
pleading in his own Defence of having done 


no more than his conſcientious Duty in che 
Matters complained of, and before he was got 
through a third Part of his Evidence in Juſ- 


tification of his Conduct, rudely broke up the 
ſaid Meeting, without ſuffering either the 


Pamphlet (wrote by T. C. being the Founda- 


tion of their Proceedings againſt him) to be 
read before his Judges in ſaid Meeting, con- 
firming his final Diſownment; and without 
ſuffering his Pleas for Liberty of Conſcience, 


extracted from Penn and Barclay, to be read 


in ſaid Meeting, although he reaſoned ſtrong- 
ly with them to ſuffer it, as a clear Point of 
Juſtice due to him, before they paſſed Sen- 


tence, and alſo with all the perſuaſive Pleas 


| he could urge (while the Meeting remained 
fitting) did ſolemnly requeſt of them to allow 


him a Liberty of Conſcience in the Matter in 


Queſtion, as he thought it his Duty to pay; 
but how amazing! a People ſo highly favour- 
ed heretofore, and now pretending to be led 
and guided by the good Spirit of God, ſhould 


conduct themſelves ſo entirely averſe to his 
righteous Laws: I confeſs (notwithſtanding 
all the Perſecution I have met with in the 


Courſe of forty Years, on Account of pay- 
ing Tythes) I had much more charitable Sen- 
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timents of their Leaders, than to think them 
capable of fuch Unchriſtian Conduct. 


The ſaid T. C. declared openly, in a Voice 
exalted, as the Meeting was breaking up, on 
their Legs, and moving off, that as they had 
condemned without hearing out the Evidence 
in Juſtification of his Conduct, and as it was 
contrary to the Laws of God and his Country, 
he thought, and ſhould confider their Judg- 
ment invalid, and a Nullity : The next Day, 


being the 28thof May, I went to the Meeting 


Door, the Mecting fitting, and queried of the 


Door-Keepers if they had any Orders con- 


cerning me, ſo as not to ſuffer Entrance? and 


their ſaying that they had; I left Word that they 


might acquaint the Meeting that I would 
come again with lawful Evidence in about 
Half an Hour, to demand Entrance; accord- 
ingly, I went at Twelve o'Clock, and again'at 
One o'Clock, in order to procure Admit- 
tance, but both Times found their Doors faſ- 


tened within-fide, fo that neither my Servants 


nor the Door-Keepers could open the ſame, 
of which I have regular Evidence, ſigned 
by two. + e 


N. B. T. C. pleaded in his Defence, that 
for tantamount) the 6th Article of the 39th of 
ne eltabliſhed Church, is, in his humble Opi- 

| ny nlon, 


191 | 
nion, a very Chriſtian and beautiful Article, 
viz. © The Holy Scriptures containeth all 
« Things neceſſary to Salvation, fo that what- 
s ſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
% proved thereby, is not to be required of 
* any Man that it ſhould be believed as an 
% Article of Faith, or be thought requiſite or 
* neceſſary to Salvation.” 1 


But on the contrary, the Quakers, by their 
Doctrine and Diſcipline reſpecting Jythes, 

require their Members to believe and practice 
(as the Condition of Memberſhip) that which 
is not only not contained in the Holy Scriptures, 
but is abſolutely contrary thereto, which I 
conceive to be both undutiful to God, and to 
the King in Parliament, and therefore their 
Award or Judgment ſhould, in Juſtice and 
Equity, be deemed null and void, | 


A Rational Chriſtian, 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 


For 
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Vr tie PUBLIC LEDGER. 


To the Superſtitious Prieſts, Lovers of 


their own Power, and to their Silly 
Tools of Prieſtcraft, Quacks and 
Money Mongers, among the Miſled 
People called Quarters. 18 


As the avowed Purpoſe of the Duakers, Mo 


owning a late reputable Member, is for 


clearing Truth and Friends, Thomas Crowley 
very truly judges he hath a much better 


Right to clear Truth and himſelf from the 
malign Effect of their wicked and groundleſs 


Aſperſions, which are in their Nature the 


more atrocious, by coming from ſuch religi- 
ous Hypocrites, who, in my Conſcience, 1 
think rival the Boſtonians in faintly Pretences, 


I. F.-—-D. B.---- J. W. together with E. R. 


= Poli en T Lion Bi TiC 


R. B. and T. W. the filly Tools of Prieſtcraft, 
the Mouths and Pens of the Quaker Prieſts in 


Meetings for Diſcipline, &c. judging, con- 
demning, and diſowning the Innocent, becauſe 
of his being faithful to God and the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, in obeying the juſt Laws of the 


King in Parliament, reſpecting Tythes. 


Their 


1193 1 


Their Cruelty, in diſowning ſuch a Mem- 

ber, doth not wound his Spirit at all,. - but 
no Thanks are due to them: Had not his 
Faith ſtood on a much better Ground than 
they uncharitably ſuppoſed, it would have 
done him more Harm than if they had burnt. 
his Houſe down, and robbed him of One or 
Ten Thouſand Pounds as he truly obſerved 
to many of their miſtaken Preachers of un- 
righteous Doctrine, who, whilſt they are 
every Day breaking through the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, and enforcing their own rebellious. 
Rules, to make their Members alio break the 
juſt Laws and Doctrine of Chrift, weakly 
fancy themſelves, at the ſame Time, led by 
his Holy Spirit! which appears a ſtrange De- 
luſion, arifing from the falſe Fire of Enthu- 
ſiaſm, miſtaken by the Pharaſaical Hypocrites 
for the ſuperlative Bleſſing of God's inſpiring 
Grace, the true Spirit of Chriſt, the Wiſdom 
that (agreeable to the Apoſtle James, Ch, iii. 
Ver. 17.) cometh from above, which is full 
of Mercy and good Fruits, without Partiality, 
and without Hypocriſy : But, on the con- 
trary, how lamentable are the unhappy Fruits 
of the falſe Fire of Enthufiaſm ! leading to 
the Love of Power, Pride, Hypocriſy, and 
Superſtition, perſecuting and diſiwning a 
ſincere, honeſt Chriſtian Member, who, for 
Conſcience-ſake, pays Tythes, and faithfully 
B b and 
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and conſcientiouſly does his Duty, in defend- 
ing ſuch Chriſtian Doctrine and Practice. 


It appears probable ſuch ſuperſtitious En- 


thufiaſm cauſed the Iſraelites (impatient, and 


not waiting in Humility for the Law of God, 
through the Miniftration of Moſes coming 


down from the Mount) to ſet up a Golden 
Calf to worſhip. The ſame ſuperſtitious 


Principles probably cauſed the Eight Hun- 
dred and Fifty falie Prophets to err, whom 


Elijah dealt with at Mount Carmel. The 


Four Hundred denominated Prophets of the 
Groves appear to have eſcaped Puniſhment ; 


probably they were ignorantly miſled, and 


innocently miſtaken: But the Four Hun- 
dred and Fifty, who wilfully were Worſhip- | 


pers of Baal, and doing the Will of Ahab, 


and thcir Fellow falſe Prophets, in lieu of 


doing the Will of God--it appears they were 


undeſcrving of Mercy; for that very remark- 
able and very edify ing ſacred Record, 1 
Kings, Chap. 17 and 18, teſtifies that Elijah 


flew them. ] do not mean to have it under- 
ſtood to be lawful to imitate him under this 


Chriſtian Diſpenſation ; but it is my Opinion, 
have as much Right to exerciſe my ſpiritual 


Weapons, in diſcouraging Superſtition, as he 


had to exerciſe the Weapon wherewith he ſlew 


| them who ſuperititioufly preferred the Wor- 


ip 
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ſhip of Baal to obeying the righteous Laws of 


the Living, Eternal God.--It was probably the 


very ſame ſuperſtitious Principle (attended alſo 
with the Love of Power and Pride) which 
cauſed Nebuchadnezzar to ſet up a Golden 
Image, and to require every one to fall down 
to it; but the honeſt, ſincere Children of the 


Moſt High, choſe rather to endure the Burn- 


ing Fiery Furnace, and were divinely ſup- 
orted therein, and preſerved, to the wonderful 
Glory of the True Living Eternal God, who 


never leaves or forſakes them, who with un- 
ſhaken Confidence, put their Truſt in him 


aright,—lt is not ſo with the External Forma- 


liſts in any Society; they may look for Re- 


ward to thoſe whom they ſerve ; as, ſays the 
Apoſtle Paul, His Servants ye are, to whom 
ye yield “ yourſelves Servants to obey.— 
He who prefers the Rules of any Men, or 
Society, to the juſt Laws of. God, the Doc- 
trines of Chriſt, and the Laws of his Country, 


may look to his Law-Makers for Reward ; but 


it would be a Deluſion to expect celeſtial 
Rewards for ſuch ungodly, unchriſtian, ſu- 
perſtitious and illegal Practice, 


The three Soris of falſe Worſhippers be— 


ſore- mentioned were extreinely blame-worthy, 


and deſcrved Puniſhment, for breaking the 


"=O 75: - Laws 
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Laws of God : But Ovakers teach their Mem- 


bers, not only to break the Law of God, con- 


fined hy Chriſt, reſpecting Tythes, but the 


Laws of the Land in Parliament alto ; which 


certainly tends very much to aggravate the 
heinous Offence.—< Whoſo deſpiſeth Wiſdom 
« and Nurture is miſerable; and their Hope is 
* vain, their Labours unfraittul, and their 


60 Works unprofitable.” 


80 faith Solomon, and lo ſaith 
A Rational Chriſtian, 


THO. CROWLEY, 


See xxiii Matt, 23. Ver. xi Luke 42 Ver. 


xlii Rom. 1 to 7. x Rom. 1 to 3. 3 Titus, 
110.3. 2, 1 Peter, 13 to 17. vii Heb. 1 to 7. 


For 
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For the PUBLIC LEDGER. 


To the Superſtitious Prieſts, Lovers of 


their own Power, and their villy 
Tools of Pricticraft, Quacks and 


Money Mongers, among the Miſled 
People called Qu AK ERs. 


N my laſt, addreſſed as above, not having 


ſufficient Leiſure, and fearful of treſpaſſing 
too much on the Preſs, reſpecting the Length 
of my Letter, I was induced to ay down my 
Pen before I had ſufficiently cleared ruth, 
and my own juſt Reputation, from falſe Im 
putations, to which I have unhappily found 
myſelf liable, for a Series of near forty Years, 
ſince my Scntiments reſpecting Tythes began ta 
be diſcoverc.i; aud having ſeen Reaton to 


conclude, th ir many of the ſuperſtitious and 
miſled of the Society of Quakers, to which I 
I did belong by Birth and Education, have 


already forged, and probably may continue 
to forge, other pretendect Cauſes for their un- 
juſtifiable Expuiſion, in order to give it a 
more plauſible, though falſe Covering; to 

obviate which, I propoſe to publith cheix 
Judgment (as they term it, but I call it Con- 
demnation) exactly as it was ſet forth, 
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The continual Slights, Rudeneſs, he fly, 
unkind, ungenerous, illiberal, and erwe/ 
Marks of Contempt, to which I have very diſ- 
agreeably found myſelf trequently and con- 
ſtantly expoied to, being of the Nature of 
Perſecution, I confeſs hath many Times 
made my Life fo uncomfortable, as hardly to 
be deemed a Bleſſing; fo that I have many 
Times wiſhed 1 might, if pofſible, fee it my 


Duty, or conſiſtent therewith, to bear the 
Teftimony (as they call it) of declining or re- 


futing to pay Tythcs, but which I have never- 
theleſs never been able to reconcile to my 
Conſcience ; the Anſwer on ſuch Occaſions 
in my own Eoſom have been, be conſcien- 
tious, and my Grace is ſufficient for thee : 1 
therefore have firmly, paticntly, and reſolutely 
endured all their private fly Marks of Con- 
tempt uſed by the Society in the Uſe of that 
private Diſcipline, which can (upon the 
Chriſtian Syſtem} be adopted only in Caſes 
of Impicty or Immorality ; fo mifapplying and 
perverting the private Diſcipline ſo eſtabliſhed 
in Partby the Apoſtle Paul, in his 1 Cor. Ch. v. 
Verſe 3. with other aggravating Additions of 
their own Coining, which though uſeful to 


correct obſtinate Impiety, and wilful Super- 
ſtition and Immorality, arc {when applied to 


fincere conſcientious, Pifſencirom their ſuper> 
 #itirus Tenet) unchriſtian, unkind, ungene- 
rous 


1991 


rous, opprefiive, cruel, and therefore totally 


inconfiſtent with the glorious, righteous, and 
loving Principles of real true Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, which too many of their Leaders appear 
to be very ignorantof: I do heartily pity ſome 
of their moſt valuable Preachers, who know 
better, but uphold or wink at it for Peace- 
take, as they term it, though it appears to 
me a Falſe- peace, which is very dangerous to 

the Youth of the Society, for whom I have 


long mourned in ſecret; eſpecially thoſe who 


in the Courſe of God's Providence have 
ſprung out of my own Loins, whom I leave 
at Liberty (knowing the ſevere Sufferings I 
have myſelf undergone) to fave Appearances, 
in avciding the Severity 1 have unhappily ex- 
perienced ; but I conteſs it hath grieved me 
much to find myſelf, as a Parent, under 


ſo woeful a Neceſlity as to wink at inſincere 


Compliance, fo contrary to my own Princi— 
ples, in order to avoid Contempt and Expul- 
ſion from the Society; and I am fincerely of 


Opinion it would be a Piece of Service very 


acceptable to our all- wiſe, gracious Creator, to 
make the Sociehy, as ſuch, amenable to the 
Laws f the Legiſlature, of this free but Liber- 
tine Country, ſo as to reverſe the Rules 
ſtanding on the Books of the Society, which 
I denominate rebellious, becauſe they require 
their Members, even thoſe born ſuch as the 
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Conditon of Memberſhip, to re fuſe to com- 


ply with the pecuniary Laws, reipecting 


Tythes, enacted by the King in Parliament, 


long before the Society commenced, and 


often confirmed by ſucceeding Kings in Par- 
lament ; which rebel/iious Rules are certainly 


illegal, and, I think, Undiriftian: And J 


think alſo, none hath a better Right than my- 


ſelf to aſſert the Rights of the Youth of the 
faid Society, ſo far as to require the Society, 
by Law, to leave them to their Liberty of 
Conſcience, without Cenſure to obey the juſt 
Laws of the Legiſlature, which are allo clearl 

agrecable to the Doctrincs of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and to Reaſon alſo.——So it has 


really long appeared to me; and I can trul 


fay, the greateſt Source of Pain and Uncaſineſs, 
by far, I have ever experienced, hath been, 
that of being born and educated in ſo ſuber- 
Htious a Socicty. 


A Rational Chriitian, 


(expelled in Conſequence of being fuch} 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Gracechurch-fireei, Tune 9, 1774. 


[202] 
For the PUBLIC LEDGE R. 


To the wilfully Szperſtitious among the 
People called Qyakers, who meet in 
their Meetings for Diſcipline, to ma- 

nufacture Conſciences to their own 
Standard. „ 

A; I make great, very great Difference, 

| between thoſe who are miſled, or really 

miſtaken in Judgment, and thoſe who wil- 


fully miſlead the Youth, knowing better: 
The firſt I compare to the Prophets of the 


Groves, the latter to the falſe Worſhippers of 
Baal, whom Elijah flew ; fee iſt Kings, Chap- 
ters 17 and 18. For the former I have been 


long afflicted, and fincerely mourned, with 


Pain and Grief, on account of the very dan- 


gerous Conſequences of being ſo miſled, and 
am of the Judgment that the Society, in their 


corporate Capacity, hath much to anſwer 
for on this Account, as well as on Account 
of their unchriſtian Conduct towards me; 


their Judgment or Condemnation, or Act of 


Diſownment, originating from the Monthly 


Meeting of Devonſhire-Houſe, and confirmed 


by the Quarterly Meeting of London and 
Middleſex, being as follows, verbatim & 
literatim, viz. © At a Monthly Meeting held 


at Devonſhire-Houſe, by Adjournment, the 


Ce gth 


AEDT: EE 

_ —— Rn ” 
$094k — ties. Mn — gy 
„ — = - - Py 


1 ON on Ic, + Os. — 
— "RI" - 


SHER. E 
” N - —— 


Ge ee ͤ aL 
> — 4 —— 


* 1 po 


. — EE 8 5 3 2 2 3 f "Ma 

SESECOOOE ACHE c e = 

ow 3 * _ P — — —— x ⁵— — — * 4 . — — — — I ” — 9 — 4 
* * — * — —— i a. ” m . - adi i * — p 9 . EAT? 


A > E225 
— 


— 


—̃ —B ds 
3 - 


3 — 


t 203 


gth of ſecond Month, 1774. — Whereas Tho- 
mas Crowley, a Member of this Meeting, 
hath bcen long in the Practice of voluntarily 
and actively paying Tythes, and other Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Demands, &c. contributing to- 
wards the Militia ; on account of which, after 
due Advice adminiſtered to him, no further 
Proceeding was made by us, but to decline 
accepting his Collection for the Relief of the 
Poor of our Society; but he, under a Pre- 
tence tha: his Liberty of Conſcience was in- 
fringed upon, proceeded to inſult and menace 
the Society by various Papers in Print, as x 
well as in Manuſcript ; yet notwithſtanding. | 
the Inconſiſtency of his Conduct with our 
Chriſtian Principles in thoſe Reſpects, this 
Meeting, in Compaſſion to himſelf, and Re- 
ard to his Family, for whom we have a juſt 
Efteem, hath continued to bear with him ; 
but he, in Oppoſition to the Senſe of Friends, 
hath many Months paſt ſought publickly to 
impoſe himtelf upon us, as a Miniſter, to 
our great Bur then, and the Diſturbance 
of our religious Meetings; thereupon divers 
Friends were appointed, candidly to treat with | 
and adviſe him to a peaceable Demeanour,, 
who have laboured with himin much Love and 
Tendernels, but all without the defired Effect, 
the Returns he made them being reproachful 


Epithets and railing Accuſations. _ 
: « His 
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e His inflexible Continuance in Oppoſition, 
and refractory Behaviour, hath therefore ren- 
dered it neceſſary for us to declare. that we 
cannot longer look upon the ſaid Tho.Crowley 
as a Member of our Society, but hereby 
diſown him as a Perſon with whom we cannot 
have Unity or religious Fellowſhip , neverthcleſs 
we fincerely defire, both for his own ſake, 
and that of his Family, that he may come to 
ſee his Errors in the Light of Truth, and 
through unfeign'd Repentance be reſtored 
into Memberſhip again.“ 


What I have at preſent to obſerve on the 


preceding correct Act of the Society, is, to 

requeſt the Reader will be kind and candid 
enough to ſuſpend his Judgment on the Merit, 
or Demerit of the Terins“ Inſult and Menace, 


&c.” as therein contained and applied, until 


he hath peruſed the Pamphlets in Queſtion, 
upon which Ground the Society commenced 
entering Minutes and judgment on their 
Books againſt me, defaming my Reputation, 
becauſe (as I conceive) of my conforming 
my Sentiments and Practice to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, relative to Tythes, 
and defending the fame by reaſonable Argu- 
ments, drawn from the Sacred Writings, the 
Holy Scriptures ; I therefore, and for all ſuch 
ikke tremendous Cauſes, do utterly diſo vn 
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them, (and their Appellation) as a People (ii 
their preſent degenerate, hypocritical, ſelf⸗ 
righteous, phariſaical State) with whom I can- 
not (while in ſuch State) have any religious 
FPellowſhip: Nevertheleſs, as a rational Chriſ- 
tian, I charitably and ſincerely deſire, both 
for their Safety and Well- being, both here and 
hereafter, „that they may come to ſee their 
c unchriſtian Errors in the Light of Trath ,” 
and, through unfeigned Repentance be reſtored 
to, and preteryed in, the true Fear of God, and 
Obedience to his rightcous Laws ; then may I 
have Fellowthip with them, which, in the Fear 
of him whom I ſerve in Sincerity, | have 
never yet been able, for Conſcience- ſake, to 
make full Profeſſion of. 1 
When they become, indeed, what they for the 
moſt Part (at leaſt many of the moſt ſuperſti- 
tious among them) vainly pretend to, that of 
being led and guided by the Holy Spirit of 
Chriſt, which cver leads into Truth, the Truths 
of the Goſpel, Sincerity and Charity, allowing 
Liberty of Conſcience, when grounded on the 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, then may 
I have Unity and Fellowſhip with them, but 
not before, my Principle having ever been, to 
allow, and to require, ſuch Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, ſo grounded.---A Rational Chriſtian, 


THOMAS CROWLEY, 
Gracechurdi-Areet, June 11, 1774. Fur 
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Fi te PUBLIC LEDGER. 


To the PEOPLE called QUAKERS. 


1 late Member of your Society being 
diſowned by, and having ſolemnly diſ- 
owned you, hopes to ſtand faſt, rejoicing and 
felicitating F177 in that Liberty wherewith 
he is mie m the Yoke of Prieftcraft, 


ar) ey Perſecution, having rational 


Ground to think himſelf happy in being eman- 
cipated from further Dealings with, (as you 
Term it) in order to induce your Members 
to bear a Teſtimony (as they call it) which no 
ſenſible honeſt Man, who is a diligent Rea- 


der and Obſerver of the Holy Scriptures, 


can (as ſuch) poſſibly with Sincerity judge to 
be a Duty to God, and if it is a Duty, it can 
only be a Duty to Society ; but how does it 
become any, prof-fling Chriſtianity, to prefer 
the Laws or Rules of Society, to the juſt 
Laws of God. Is it not Idolatry ? Ceafe then 
fo impious a Practice! and leave your Mem- 


bers at Liberty to be honeſt in obeying the 
Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion without 
Cenſure: (I thus ſpeak to the Society as ſuch 
and not Individuals) for my own Part I am 


glad in the comfortable Reflection, that I am 


now at Liberty, and amenable only to the 
Laws of God in my own conſcious enlightened | 


Under- 
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Underſtanding; 1 ſpeak not boaſtingly, but 
with Reverence, and in Humility and Grati- 
tude to the Giver of every valuable Bleſſing : 

To be emancipated from the Power of ſelfiſh 
Jeſuitical Prieſtcraft, I take the Freedom to 
rank among the Bleflings beſtowed on 
me, which I with to enjoy, worſhiping 
God in my own Houſe, and reading the Holy 
Scriptures ; ever keeping a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God, and alſo towards fincere 
ptous Men of all Denominations ; ſo taking 
my ſolemn I.cave of the People I was educated 


among, I fincerely and heartily wiſh them Re- 


pentance and Reformation, 
5 Rational Chriſtian, | 
THO. CROWLEY. 


Gracechurch-ſtreet, 14th June, 1774. 


Here follows the. two principal Rules of 
the Socicty againſt paying Tythes, eſtablifhed 


in the Years 1796, and 1733, which heretofore 
hath been uſed in tcrrorem, to keep their 


Members in Awe of their Cenſures, &c. but 


now after ſo long Series of Years are, at laſt, 
Put in Practice againſt me, Iz. 


YEARLY 
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YEARLY MEETING, 1706. 


"HIS Meeting underſtanding. that notwith- 
ſtanding the Judgment and Advice for- 
merly and frequently given by this Meeting; 


againſt the Payment of Tythes, and more 


particularly i in the Year 1763, againſt the pay- 


ing or receiving Tythes by any that profeſs the 
holy Truth with us, there are ſome Perſons 
who go under our Name do yet continue not 


only to pay them, but ſome few alſo, here and 


there, having Eſtates in impropriate Tythes 
(Which are the ſame in Nature, Ground, and 
Root with the Tythes paid to the Prieſt) do 
not forbear as yet to receive them, to the great 


Diſhonour of our holy Profeſſion, and Grief of 
faithful Friends (tho' others have conſcienti- 


ouſly and very honourably given up and releaſed 
them ;) this Meeting thereupon doth now again | 


fignify,as the unanimous Senſe and Judgment of 


faithful Friends, that for any among us, in 


this Goſpel Day, to pay or receive Tythes 
(which were a Part of the ceremonial Law be- 
longing to the Levitical Prieſthood, and were 
abroy ated and taken away by the Coming and 
Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt on the Croſs) 
doth directly oppoſe and tend to overthrow 


the antient Chriſtian Teſtimony of Truth 


againſt 
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bpainft 1 yehes ; which hath been borge by 


Friends from the Beginning of our Day, not 
only by Word and Doctrine, but by deep Suf- 
ferings, and ſealed even with the Blood of 
ſome of our dear and faithful Brethren, who 
have chearfully laid down their Lives by long 
and hard Impriſonments, in Confirmation of 
that their conſcientious Teſtimony. 


In the Senſe hereof, this Meeting doth | 
earneſtly recommend to the ſeveral Quarterly 
and Monthly Meetings every where of Friends, 
that they be caretul and diligent to make ge- 
neral Obſervations how Friends do anſwer and 
bear up that Teſtimony againſt Tythes in 
their Practice; and if they ſhall find any 
going under our Name, that do either pay or 
receive Tythes, that they uſe their beſt and 
_ utmoſt Endeavours, in the Spirit and Order of 
the Goſpel, and in the Exerciſe of oreat Ten- 
derneſs and Brotherly Kindneſs, to inform, 
_ convince, exhort, admoniſh, and reprove, as 
they ſce Cauſe, all ſuch without reſpect of 
Perſons, in order to gain and bring them to 
the Acknowledgement and Obedience of the 
Truth in that Particular ; if after ſuch tender 
and gentle Dealing with them, any ſuch ſhall 
continue in their Unfaithfulneſs and Oppoſi- 
tion to the Principle and Chriſtian Practice of 
Friends in that Caſe, that the Monthly or 


Quarterly 
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Quarterly Meeting, unto which ſuch 1 
ſhall be reputed to belong, having exerciſe 

Chriſtian Patience and Forbrarance towards 
ſuch, and finding themſelves clear in the Sight 
of God do man 25 and declare that ſuch, for 
their Unfaithfulneſs and Oppoſition to that our 
Chriſtian Teſtimony, are unworthy to be ad- 
mitted to the Meetings for Buſineſs amon 


Friends, or to be received to join in the Col- 


lections, made by Friends, for the Service of 
the Church of Chriſt; and if after that, ſuch 
Perſons ſhall perſiſt in their Unfaithfulne/s and 


Oppoſition, that then the Monthly or Quar- 


terly Meeting proceed further in the Lord's 
Power, to give Judgment, for the clearing 


Truth and Friends, as in the holy Counſel and 


Wiſdom of God they ſhall be directed and 
guided therein. 85 


YEARLY MEETING, 1733. 


HIS Meeting obſerving a Remiſſneſs in 
ſome Places, in reſpect to our Teſtimony 
againſt that Anti-Chriſtian Yoke of Tythes, 
an earneſt Concern and Zeal hath been on the 


Minds of Friends, that all might be excited 


and ſtirred up to Faithfulneſs therein: In or- 
der whereunto, we think it neceſſary to put 
you in Mind, that the Zeal of our Friends, 
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who have abode faithful in their Teſtimony 
againſt paying Tythes, Steeple-houſe Rates, 
and Prieſts Maintenance, has greatly tended 
to the opening the Eyes of many, not only in 
this, but alfo in other Countries. We re- 
ceived laſt Year an Account from New Eng- 
land, where our Friends formerly underwent 
grievous Sufferings, that a Law is made, ex- 
empting them from paying either to the Main- 
tenance of the eſtabliſhed Miniſters, or the 
_ repairing of their Worfhip-houſes : And it is 
our Belief, that if all Friends here, had been 1 
faithful in their Teſtimony againſt Tythes, 
the Time of our Deliverance from that Op- * 
preſſion, under which this Nation yet . 
would have been nearer at Hand. We do 
therefore earneſtly exhort to a cloſe coming up 
in that, and every other Branch of our Teſti- 
mony, tending to the Promotion of Goſpel 
Liberty, which it has been our Concern ever 
ſince we were a People, through manifold Suf- 
ferings, to maintain; and if any Weakneſs or 
Unfaithfulneſs ſhall appear among the Profeſ- 
 fors of Truth, we hope faithful Friends and 
Brethren will not be wanting to adminiſter 
Help and Admonition, in the Love and 
Council of God, as they ſhall ſee Occaſion, 
for the neſtoring and ſtrengthening of ſuch, 
according to the Advice given by the Apoſtle, 
Gal. vi. 1, “ Brethren, it a Man be overtaken 
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* in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reſtore 
« ſuch an one in the Spirit of Meckneſs,” 1 


For the PUBLIC LEDGER. 


70 the People called QUAKERS, Se. 


the two principal Rules of the Society 


. ain paying Tythes, and the judgment of 


the Monthly Meeting confirmed by the ſupe- 


rior Meetings againſt me, it ſeems but a Mat- 


ter of Propriety and Connection, alſo to pub- 
liſh my Appeal to the laſt ſuperior Yearly 


| Meeting, a Copy whereof is as follows: (that 
to the Quarterly Meeting, previouſly and re- 
_ gularly preſented, "ng nearly ſimilar.) 


7 o the YearLy MEETING 10 be held in Lon- 


don, the 2 234 of 5th Month, 1774. 
Dear Friends, 


TIE Monthly Meeting of e eee 


having on fa 4th of 8th Month laſt en- 


tered o on their Books a Minute, as per Copy 
ND d2 annered, 


AVING in my two laſt Letters annexed 
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annexed, No. 1, to the great Prez udice of my, 


Reputation, and on the 1ſt of gth Month pro- 
cceded to Judgment againſt me, as per Copy 


annexed, No. 2, both which being, as I con- 


_ ceive, very cruel and unjuſt, I gave them due 
Notice, as per Copy annexed, No. 3, and ac- 
_ cordingly lodged my Appeal againſt ſuch Mi- 
nute and Judgment in the Quarterly Meeting 
on the zd of iſt Month laſt, agreeable to the 
Copy annexed, No. 4; and the ſaid Quarterly 


Meeting having then refuſed, or declined to 
properly receive ſuch, my Appeal, I then 


gave verbal Notice of my intending to appeal 


againſt ſuch unconſtitutional Condutt to the next 


Yearly Meeting, and at the next Adjournment | 
of ſaid Quarterly Meeting, on the 3 iſt of ſame 
Month, I confirmed the ſame in Writing, then 


duly delivered, as per Copy annexed, No. 5.--- 
On the gth of 2d Month the Monthly Meeting 
of Devonſhire-houſe proceeded to enter on 
their Books another Judgment againſt me, of 
which a Copy is annexed, No. 6, and which 
being alſo manifeftly cruel and unjuſt in ſeveral 
Reſpects, I again, on the ſame Day, gave ſuit- 
able Notice of Appeal, as per Copy, No. 7; 
and accordingly, on the 28th of gd Month, 


| Jodged my ſecond Appeal in the laſt Quarterly 


Meeting of London and Middleſex, as per 
Copy annexed, No. 8; and their confirming 
Judgment thereon, of the 11th of 4th Month, 

„ as 
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as per 3 annexed, No. 9, being clearly un- 
Juſt, unmerciful, and unchriſtian, or contrary 
to the Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, as re- 
corded in the Holy Scriptures, and ſo ex- 
tremely injurious to my Reputation as a; conſcien- 
tious Cbriſtian, (which I do with great Sin- 
cerity profeſs myſelf to be) I therefore, on the ſame 
Day, the 11th of 4th Month, gave the ſaid lt 
Quarterly Meeting Notice of my intending to i! 
appeal, as per Copy annexed, No. 10, and ac 
cordingly am now, from fuch ſorrowful Cauſe, | 
under a Neceſſity of troubling this Meeting with 
my Appeal againſt the confirming, Judgment or 
Opinion of ſaid Puarterly Meeting, as alſo 
againſt the preceding Conduct of the Monthly 
Meeting of Devonſhire-houſe, and the Quar- 
terly Meeting of London and Middleſex, as 
before related, the latter Clauſe of the Yours 
Meeting Minute of 1706, being, the only 
Ground from Yearly Meeting Minutes which 
they can claim for giving Judgment in ſuch 
like Caſes, is conditional, and doth not reach 
the preſent Caſe, either in reſpect to myſelf or 
my Accuſers ; the Power ſo devolved. from 
Yearly Mecting being in Caſe of a Perſon 
2 in Unfaithfulneſs, and then the 
ſ Monthly or Quarterly Meeting to proceed 
further in the Lord's Power to give Judgment, 
as in the Holy Counſel and Wiſdom of God they 
ſhall be directed and guided therein,” whereas | 
having 
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Ravin thyſelf been perkebty nne and con- 
eientſous, in paying Tythes, after very diligent 
Enquiry, and reading and applying the Doc- 
trines of the Holy Scriptures, I am of the Judg- 
ment it is nph bie that my Acculers (as Authors 
of ſuch Fas ment againſt me) ſhould have 
„in forming fack Op Opinion, ſo drreFed or 
vided, becauſe it is an Heual Denial of Li- 
erty of Conſciehce, and 5 an effectual Denial 
of Chriffs own peculiar ſpecific Dotirine, © As 
2 Would that bthers ſhould 2 to you, fo do ye te 
them.” I therefore, and for other Reaſons, 
very confident their Opinion and Js 7 
rent is not' valid, and ought abſolutely, from 
a Principle of Juſtice, as well as Mercy, to 4 l | 
over- ruled and ſet aſide, eſpecially when it i: 
Further conſidered, what a ſtrong Tendeney 
the pecuniary Teſtimony hath to entail a Spirit 
of Diſſimulation and Hypocriſy on the Youth, 
&c. of the Society, in order to avoid Cenſure; 
and alſo, when it is conſidered how unmerci- 
ful it is to Poſterity, to require them to bear 
the Teſtimony unneceſſarily, being no Part of 
the Chriſtian Religion, thereby expoſing them- 
| ſelves to great Danger of being thrown into 
Goal and ruined, without anſwering any good 
urpoſe. I am clearly of the Judgment, that 
the Cauſe being ſince taken away, the Efea 


onght now in in Faſtice to ceaſe. 


I am, 
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Lam, in that Love which breathes der the 
true permanent Welfare of the Society. wen 


. and temporally, 


Your ſinter 5 nend. 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Graethark-ree, 2 3d of 310 aud, A 774. 


P. S. The GEES and Ren Appeal, . SAG 


for Brevity here emitted, but are purpoſed 
to be regularly inſerted, verbatim & literatim, 


with the above, at the End of the Bamphlet 
now in the Preſs, the firſt Impreſſion of which, 


and paying Tythes, occaſioned the Proceeding 


ol the Society againſt me. 


A Rational Chrilizn | 


"WC 


N. B. The Society, or principal Members, 
appear to think that the Society hath a Right 


to eſtabliſh ſuch Rules, and to diſown Mem- 


bers born and educated among them for deviat- 


ing therefrom; but I do aſſert, and will 
ſolemnly maintain, elucidate, and prove that 


neither 
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geither the ne Ty nor any tier Sviity, 


bath, any juſt Right to eftabliſh, as Condition 


of Memberſhip, any Rule or Rules which are 


expreisly contrary to the Doctrine of Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles, and alſo contrary to the Laws of 


the Rules eſtabliſhed by them, and this Year 
put in Practice againſt me, are clearly con- 
trary to both, and ſo are rebellious, and moſt 
certainly ought, for the Welfare of both the 
Nation and the Society, to be expunged, 


idem, 


June af, II. . 


the LR, eſpecially in Money Matters. But 


